
comparatively small, confined for I he most prnt to the older

rrovinees. This limited population has incurred an eiumnous

expenditm-e in overeomintr obstaeh-s of veiy great magnitude in

opening up for colonization tiie fertile region recently acquired.

She has bad no little difliculty, and incurred no small outlay, in

connection with the Indian population, hut the greatest and most

costly of all her undertakings has Iuh'u the railway across the

Continent; and, in establishing this undoubtedly great work, slie

has been impressed with the conviction that slie was promoting

the general interests of the Kmpire, and cent ril)uting not a litth^

towards its consolidation and defence.

Thei-e is now a continuous line of i-aiiway from Halifax to

the Pacific, entin-ly on Jiritish soil. The Pacific K'ailway was

opened for public us,, last year, i'light months before it was

opened for public traffic the last rail was laid; but the last rail

had not been laid many days when a consignment of naval st(n-es

passed through to the station of the Xortli Pacific Fleet from

Halifax. The time occupied on the then unfinished railway was

seven days and a few hours, from tide water of the Atlantic to

Esquimault. Without the railway it would have taken some

three months to liave sent the same stores in a British bottom to

their destination. This one fact must be recognised as of strikin<r

significance, as it clearly shows the immense political value of the

Canadian Pacific Railway. This new line practically brings what was

once the most remote naval station, in the most distant colony

of the Empire, within about two weeks of Portsmouth.

I will not venture to take up your time by dwelling upon

the naval and military and political importance of the Canadian

Railway to the Pacific. The highest authorities in England have


