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products of rnoiv than lialf the continent. Chi.^.-o aloiu. has no
k-s8 than thirteen grea; trunk raihvavs radiating' tVnm her as a eoni-
rnon oontre, and bringinK to hor .l.^rks the products of everv farm
between the hikes and the Ruckv mountains.

r'LAX OF TiRFENCE.

In regard to the general plan of tlie defences nf the lakes andnorthern frontier, the committee have conferred with the -eneralcommanding the army and Brigadier General Totten, of the eniri-neers department, and have adopted, to a considerable extent their
suggestions.

We respectfully urge uf)on the c(,nsideration of Congress the fol-lowing plan ot defences of the northern frontier'

n,ii;'''"
'^'''.;;;:^^"^!';;''''"^«"t of ''^'' '^'^^''''''' "f «ome commanding-

positions. Ihis wdl require the erection of seme new fortifications-and the repair and completion of some alreadv locatedbmml Taking into considerati<»n the great superioritv in theAmerican merchant marine on the upper lakes (meaninji all the
lakes above the Falls of Niagara) in ships, steamers, and "tilors weregard our supremacy or the lakes as dependent in a great degree

onshortnot.ee. lo this end the committee recommend the estab-
lisliment of a national foundery on the upper lakes, and three navaldepots one on Lake Ontario, one on Lake Erie, and the other onLake Michigan.

Third. We earnestly recommend for militarv. Tiot less than com-mercial purposes, the improvement of the harbors on the lakes, thedredging out and widening of the channel over the St. Clair flatslourtL The enlargement of the Illinois and Michigan canal.

In regard to shore defences.

The entrance to Lake Superior is through the .Sault Ste. Marie canala work which cost about two millions of dollars, and it is too impo -
tan to be overlooked. The mineral region of Lake SuperT sprobably richer in iron and copper than any other in the wirld andhe iron has been found to be superior in qnalitv. for manv purpo esto any other known. These mines have been rapidly developed andnow constitute a most important national interest. Old Po t Br- v
IS represented as commanding the entrance to Lake Superior and anappropriation for its repair, or a new fort more eligib y situa e fothe purpose, is recommended. ^ -'i"area loi

A military road from Ikajde Noqmt. on Green bav, to Mar<,uette orHome her point, on LaKe Superior, and an earlvJompletion of lierailroa. from App eton to Lake Superior, would afford additiona co i-nunicafon with tin. great lake; and both of these are of g c t i
-

portance for military reasons, and are earnestly recommended to theavorable consideration of Congress. Probably the most import itstrategic place on the lakes is the Straits of Mackinaw. This straiTcon-
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