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"THE GC'^ERXMEXTS POLICY AND ITS 15EAUIXG OX
THE DAIRY IX DIJSTRY."

At the outset l(t mo express my npprcrintirm of the ])rivilege of
meeting you all as co-workers in a good i-ause. The departmen t has, in

the past, and hopes in the future, to work in eonjunctinu with you. By
worising together ami in harmony a great deal can U' done, and there i^

still room for much to be done. In the past we have been working on
rather a small scale; we hu\o been experimenting, as it were, but now
th.^ time has come when we should meet together iind disouw tl?e dilH

eulties we have met with in diflFerent localities in the pa^ft, and—more
important still—discuss the future. We have a great «'»p<)n.iihiUty ; I

nif an we as the first Dairymen's Convention have a great responsibility.

Jpon you rests more or less what the future shall be. To some of us

who have been waiting and hopins? for years this meeting means n lot.
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PIONErU DAIUYINO.

Some if you will remember in the early days iti this province

wh( n we first came up here some of the difliculties we then experienced.

Grain growing did not pay in those days. Most of us were from Ontario
and it was only natural that with the tendency for dairying, and under
the conditions existing at that time, we should try to make dairying >\

success. Many of you will remeudier that in those days some of us

Men *aved from going to the wall by a fcv -ows while many of our
grain growers did go to the wall. But there . .s such a small popula-

tion then and so few that were interested in dairying that it was impos-

sible to make a real success of the industry. Then there was another

reason why it did not succeed. There was such a small home cfinsiunp-

tion of butter, and you might say no outside market whatever, that the

larger the numl>er that tried dairying the wr^so it got, and dairy butter

went down and kept going down until you could only get sometimes as

low as eight or ton cents per pound for it.

In the year 1807 the Dominion Government undertook to aid the

d;iiry industry in this province and for that purpose they established a

number of creameries here. It is e.isy to look back now and see the

mistakes of that day. which after all have Ih-j-u conmion to most new
countries. I never yet have discovered the man who did not make a

mistake, but the effect of those mistakes to us as an association must

now lie beneficial. It is a wise man who does not make the same

mistake twice. Creameries were established at ^Moosomin, Whitewood.

Grenfell, Wolseley, Indian Head r.nd many other wheat rowing

districts. Everyliody wanted creameries and with the enthusiasm for

their own town that still characterises the west, thev all wanted a


