
to the effect that he did not believe in compensatingthe liquor traffic. "It is a gamblers' trade." hesaid, and why should we compensate a gambler?"

I refer to this remark because it is typical ofthe unwise, unfair, unjust, and extreme views osome people. These people may be well meaningenough in a way, but they are carried off theirsound common sense balance by a desire to sav
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( olumbian can. for one minute, consider euch a posi-

h?t* n '^^"'vf
"^

^J"/""^ J"'^*^«: and I am surehat no one who studies the question, even super-
cially, wMl for one minute argue against giving

talr, equitable compensation to all licensed victuaf-
lers should Prohibition carry in this Province

Let us lo'^k at a few facts. The liquor trade is

Pro^Wnc
^^ today, and has always been so in this

The Province, and by the Province I mean, not
a few legislators at Victoria but the peoi^le as awhole, or the majority of the people. The few legis-
ators at Victoria simply carry out the wishes ofthe people as expressed at election times.
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Did our breweries erect their plants, spend theirmoney and manufacture a commodity against the
law, and against the wishes of the people? Did
those men who invested their hundreds of thou-
sands m gnificent hotel structures, buying ma-
terials, 1, ig huge amounts in wages, and for li-
censee, dla they do all this against the law and
against our municipal regulations; or did theycomply in every particular with the demands of
organized society? For the moment I am not argu-
ing the merits of right or wrong; I am not arguing
the merits or demerits of thr' liquor trade. But Iand I want you to notice this, the people wanted It.'the people sanctioned It, the peoole made laws to
regulate it, they demanded money to license it


