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In thf year qq-^ Olaf Tri^jivason Ix-camc kirij^ of Norway. He
was a /t-aloii^ tiian and a j;i)o(l Christian, and ht- was anxious that all

Xorwrfjians and all (onntrits when- any ol tln'in iiad settled and
wtMf in hal)it<cl hy tiu' descendants <»f the aiu itnt Norman race

(S( andina\ians) slumld JKconie Christ iani/ed So he hired one,

wli()s<> nanu was Stelnir, an Icelander, to yo to his country and en-

deavor to Christianize the people, \ i/. , the ancient Norwojiians, who
w<rc the lirsi stitlers ol li eland, hut Stelnir met with so nna h op-

positio'i i!;ii lie was < nly too f,'lad t' return to Norway.

Kinjj Olal was not disheartemd. but sent .mother missionrtfy,

a priest, called Thanghrand. He stayed lor two ye.irs and amongst

others he hapti/ed se'veral ol the leaders, amonj; whom were ll'ialte

SkejJKJi'>*«>". "••"'I Thord.irson and (iissur. I he priest was a

wicked m.in and killed se'veral ol his i-nemies and then returned to

Xorw.iy, wlure lie h.id an interview with the kinj; and excused his

failure by telling' him th.it llu- heathen relif>ion was so deeply noted
in Iceland that it was almost impossible to ever hope to see it

Christianized. Tlu- kh\^ on hearint; liiis, flew into a ra^e, he lieiny;

a vxTv (|uick li'm|MTed man and thriatt -d to kill any Icelander who
was livinjj at th.it lime in Norw.iy.

Iljalte and (iissur, wlio left livl.and during the same summer
as Than^brand, hurriedly called all their countrymen together to

look into tile matter and try to devise seme me.ins of allaving the

king's .inger .iiid the |)eople un.inimously elected Hjalte and (Iissur

delegates to make a ( nmi)romise. Having arrived in Xorwav they

sought out the king and h.id an audience with him and after pleading

their case the king made an agreement with them to sp.i.e all the

Icelanders in Norway on condition that they iK-came Christians.

This was successful, as they were easily persuaded by the bishops.

Hjalte and (iissur also agreed to sail the following summer for Ice-

land with the object of converting the Icelanders to (Christianity,

When the time came they set sail, accompanied by a priest, by the

i.arne of Thormod. They landed about the time of the sitting of
-Althing, and tile priest delivered a powerful address ti all the
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