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were to receive pay for a specitied uumber ut days' drill in tue
year. In 185a the volunteer militia were onlered to drill for
conaecutive days in each year, with pay of a dollar a day. In
the early sixties schools of militnry insti in:tion in cunnect; >ii

with the regulars, then in Canada, were estai)hsbed with $5U
allowance to those who obtained certilicates of quHliflcation in
a 56 days' course. In all, more than G,(tOO certiticati's were thua
obtained. In 1865 the volunteer militia was ordered 16 days'
drill at 50c a day. In 1868, after Confedentioii, a Militia Act
for the whole Dominion was passed, which is virtually the system
at present existing, with an active militia and a di)rmant, or
sedentary, militia as a reserve. The Militia Act of IHOI is, how-
ever, a more decided step in the direction of a standing army m
that it provides for a permanent force of 2,000, increased in ItfOu

to 5,000.

The annual muster day was evidently kept n\) until Confedera
lion, for Lt.-Col. James Walker of Calgary, commanding officer c)f

the 15th Alberta Light Korse, informs me that he enrolled a
company at Ancaster Village in 1867, on May 24th, Capt. Snider
being then the commanding officer of the company. It seems
amazing to realize, through Col'n. Walker, who is still a most
active and efficient officer, what a short time has eh'psed since
the falling-away took place from the principle of "patriotic" or
"universal" service, and the adoption of our present "mercenary
or dollar" system. Col. Walker bears testimony to the disre-
pute into which the one muster-day had fallen, how the fine
alone forced out the militia-man, where, indeed, he may not have
been attracted by the Captains customary "treat" at the near-
est tavern, and how respect for superiors had almost vanished,
when men would give such answers to their names as "Sitting on
the fence," or "Chewing a quid of tobacco !"

OPINION OP CHANGES, BV A VETERAN.
It might be of interest to iiuote the opinion of one who fought

through 1812-13 and 14, and who lived to see and lament the re-
trog'-le steps of new militia enactments. In the biography of
the lion. William Hamilton Merritt, who was Lieut, in the "Nia-
gara Light Dragoons," 1812, and Capt. commanding a troop of
"Provincial Dragoons" ("Niagara Frontier Guides") in 1813-14
until taken prisoner at the battle of Lundy's Lane, we find his
biographer (J. p. Merritt, his son) states :—"1846.—A new mill
tia bill was brought in, on which he expressed a preference for
the old law of 180S, inaugurated under the immortal Brock,
whereby flank companies were always kept enrolled and trained
for an emergency, thereby forming an active force, ready at any


