. expressed-on numerous occasions recently by EPA offi-
c1als and environmental groups that Congress will be

the; Clean A1r Act When 1t 1s rev1ewed ui l981

Some oﬁimals involved are looking to.the posmbﬂ-_

fion would be northeastern and New England states
which are most affected by long-range transport and -
acid rain. Another element might be those of coal—
producing states — such as Pennsylvania — which

_ have a reasonable record of controls but are bemgtse-
verely affected by neighbouring states’ emissions. A-
‘third eleme mlght be a rather odd-seemmg collection -
of conservatlon and recreation associations,- sports—
men’s groups like the pohtlcally powerful Natlonal Rl—,
fle Assoc1atlon agricultural interests and fo '
terests. Whether uch a pohtlcal coahtlon comg
together rove eﬁ'ectlve however .is hlghly uncer-
tam

an easy one — t}
be very high and :
subs It does seem highly unhkely that the Contentious issues - '
1ts, having come so far, would decide to It is virtually inevitable, even if some sort of an
' agreement is reached within the next few years, that
acid rain_and the broader problem of the long-range
transport of air. pollutlon W1ll remain contentious and-
dlfﬁoult bllateral issues for a long time. The 1972 and
1978 Great Lakes Agreements did not result in the Te-
moval of the Lakes” water quahty problems from the'
Canadmn-Amerlcan pohtmal agenda Rather, these
Agreements have secured a seemingly permanent.
place for this evolving issue.The same result is likely in
the case of acid rain and long-range transport. More-
" over, scientific understanding of the physu:al and
chemical phenomena involved and their ecological ef-. -
sting constitutional arrangements these measures fects is still relatively limited. In particular, the highly
uld have to be implemented by the provin sophisticated computer models needed for rational pol-
icy making to forecast the effects of alternative emis-~
sion control strategies are only now being developed =
and tested. As these are improved and the relevant sci-
cements of future emission reductions by such entific knowledge expanded, policy measures adopted
r polluters as Inco and Ontario Hydro, setting by both countries and bilateral commitments ex-
‘Canadian house in ord w1ll t - changed between them will probably undergo revision.
S. - ‘even gloomi Although science is of increasing importance in in-
ons, even an abundance :
:ev1dence remams a poor match for a determ_l ,
, cal opposition, The high economic stakes involved in
ct came onto being, the acid rain problem have ensured the pre-eminence -
1y 4nnregulated and un- of politics in the matter. The strong opposition to strict.
>d ‘ air pollution emission reductlons will not disappear as
th ial control measures, Nor will m t :

Vloreover, any such moves would be strenuously Te-
@d by th'e influential power utilities and coal min-
companies involved and most of the governments of al are only beg‘mmng




