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Prow The Secretary of State for Dominion Affaire

To The Secretary of State for External Affaire, Canada

W*9 raemaTB
SECRET AMD PKR80MAL

London, December 16th, 1944

Vo, 817* Secret and Personal, Following far the 

Prime Minister from the Prime Minister, Begins!

Your telegram Mo, 889,

1, I was surprised and grieved at the suggestion that 

you might find It necessary to Issue a public statement that 

Canadian troops shall not be used In Oreeee, Such a statement 

could only increase our difficulties and postpone a settlement 

of the present troubles in that country. It would be 

generally regarded throughout the world as a dissociation of 

Canada from the policy of Hie Majesty’s Government and a 

marked reflection on our credit and honour* We went Into 

Greece at the Invitation of the Greek Prime Minister and with 

the knowledge of a Greek Government composed of all parties 

including l*A,M, and Communiste, we went in with the approval 

of the United States and the assent of Russia to bring to the 

Greek people food and order. We cannot abandon this task 

without loss and a blew to British prestige. It is on such 

occasions as this that the British Cosewnwealth should stand 

together,

8. We have never In fact had any Intention of proposing 

that Canadien troops should be sent to Oreeee• Specific orders 

to this effect have been sent to Field Marshal Alexander sd 

your mind may, therefore, be quite at ease on that point* But
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