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Night of the shooting stars

Showing tonight in Tilley Hall 102

The last time | recommend-
ed a movie to someone was
“Round Midnight” to my friend
Roland in Ottawa this summer.
Now Roland is not a jazz fan
and ordinarily he doesn’t go to
any films with subtitles
because, as he says, it's an-
noying to have to read the
words while trying to concen-
trate on the movie. | knew
these things about Roland, but
| went ahead and recommend-
ed the film to him anyhow,
sure that if nothing else
Roland would empathize with
the leading character’s fond-
ness for drink. Of course it
was a mistake. “Round Mid-
night’ was Roland's number
one worst watch all summer.
The plot dragged. Some of the
actors spoke French. French.
And on top of that all the
elevator music. Roland stayed
until the end only because he's
the kind of guy who, when he’s
paid his six bucks, well, he's
paid his six bucks.

So why am | breaking my
promise to myself and recom-
mending ‘‘Night of the
Shooting Stars,” this time to
complete strangers? Because
“Shooting Stars” is one of the
most exhilarating, mesmeriz-
ing films around, yet of the
sort that often comes and goes
unnoticed. It might be even
more risky, | felt, to keep the
secret than to pass it around.
Moreover, | know I'm on safer
ground with this one. There's
not as much elevator music,
and if, like Roland, you've had
bad experiences in the past
with subtitles, don't worry
about it. The movie is so hyp-
notic, so dazzling that after a
while you won't even realize
the actors are speaking
Italian.

Loosely, "Night of the
Shooting Stars” is about the ef-
fects of war on human com-
munity, and the inter-
relatedness of personal,
historical and mythological
realities. The setting is a small
Italian village and the surroun-
ding countryside near the end
of World War Il. The
Americans are coming, but the

Germans haven't quite left.
Concerned for their lives, a
handful of the townspeople
make off under cover of the
night for fields and farmland.
One of them is a spunky six-
year-old girl, from whose
memory the events of the
time--exaggerated, inten-
sified, become so real it's
breathtaking--are culled.

Above all, “Night of the
Shooting Stars” is a great story
told in an idiosyncratic and
riveting manner. Almost
anything you'll pay six bucks
for this season will curl up and
die beside what you'll get for
three bucks here. Friday and
Saturday nights, 8 p.m. in
Tilley Hall. i

RANDY CAMPBELL
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Pink Floyd
A Momentary Lapse
of Reason (EMI)

A significant comeback by
demi-gods from musical aeons
past?

Well ... | don't know about
that. | found that a number of
the compositions here are
simplistic to the point of being
throbbing and written to a
military two step (e.g. “Signs
of life” and “Learning to fly").
Furthermore what are essen-’
tially basic melodies are poor-
ly covered and filled out by a
number of layered synthetic
noises as if to compromise for
inadequate song-writing.

One redeeming feature is
the continuing excellence of

further details call 459-7300.
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PASSIONS.
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Dave Gilmour's ice pick lead
guitar shedding moments of
relief on tracks like sorrow
which are otherwise bogged
down by a lot of artifical mum-
bo jumbo put to poor use. Our
Dave's vocals however are
another matter. On previous
solo albums Gilmour has been:
clever enough to appreciate
the limitations of his flat
delivery by letting a richness
of melody and superb guitar

MY DARLI

toll-free for more information
Theatre New Brunswick

Season tickets on

Excellent seating

SUBSCRIBE NOW
BUY A SEASON TICKET AND SAVE OVER 40%

A touching drama by Emlyn Williams set in Wales
FEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 19

CORPSE!
A murder mystery by Gerald Moon
COMPARE! ity
Single Ticket Prices Subscription (5 plays)
Adult Adult Seniors Students
$8Q Section A $55 $50 $35
$%8 Section B $50 $45

Call 1-800-442-9779

GREAT STUDENT DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE NOW
Monday-Friday 12-5 pm, Saturday 10-12 noon

Call 458-8344 - Queen Street
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INK FLOYD
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craftsmanship make up for a
singing style which might
otherwise drag a song down in
the gutter. Here though,
balanced with the aforemen-
tioned drudgery that is
prevalent on the album the ef-
fect is almost soporific.

Of course the intention of all
Floyd albums is that of a bare-
ly discernible common concept
and generally to convey the
impression of ‘Gee kids! ain't
we just the clever chappies?’
which supposedly rubs off on
the impressionable listeners.
On this point they fail quite
badly. Witness for example “A

New Machine”
. Continued

NG JUDITH

A comedy by Norm Foster
Another world premiere for TNB
OCTOBER 324

GUYS AND DOLLS

A musicial fable of Broadway
Based on a story & characters of Damon Runyon
Music & Lyrics by Frank Loesser
Book by Jo Swerling & Abe Burrows

NOVEMBER 21

LUCIEN

Direct from National tour by Marshall Button
JANUARY 16 - FEBRUARY 8

THE CORN IS GREEN

DECEMBER 12

sale at the Playhouse

selection weekdays
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