
Bear food -for thought
Sanie ~ conceming the Aixbd Golen Beaum football

1he Bears are 1-2 after three gaines and-appear te b. headlng
toward a middle-f-e-pack finish agairi this year. »Too early te
make such a prediction» you might say. Wel the Bears dld defeat the
Saskhewan Hki&es in impressive fashion in AIberta~s second

game of 196, bt the Huskies are the proverbial wlne stewards of the
WIR. Tbey have spent a lot of time in the céllar. Last year Saskatche-
wan was List, posting a 2-6 record.-%

Since the formation of the league in 1959, the men from the
wheatfieiê have'posted the wors record of the five incuinhants -58
wins, 116 losses, 2 îdes, and a .335 wlnning peroentage. Aberta,
incentally, 4a the best record.

Whichbrigus te oeach *miDom*vy>s foremnost two probleins:
th B. 1mmaerhd*è and the U of Calgary Okinsaur So far this
semson Alberta has taken respective 23-5 and 4&7 drubbings from
these clubs. 0f the two in recent yearsthe Dines have been Alberta's
greatest nemuisis. And this year kIt oks as if Calgary wiIl b. the tearn,
Aberta mut sdefea t gain second place bebindl1986's WlFL power-
bouse, the l-Birds. In the Fast tbree meetings between tjie two diubi,
Alberta has bedrubbed'each tirnè. Until Donlevy's ears can figure
out a way to beat Pe ConnMe's Dines, plain geography says that
the VénlerCup is merely a dreamn.

if you thlink tliat Saturday's gamne in Maullobe isn'î a must-win'er,
thînk again. ln an eightgame season, Yeu simplydon't rebound frorn
a 1-3 start Md make the ptàyoffs. Net veiy oflen anyways.

Despite a 28-5 loss in Winnipeg in '85, Aberta has enjoyed success
at Unlveslt Stadum in recent years. Against the 0-3 Bisons, they had'
beter corne eut on top this time.

Alberta's quarterbacking woes continue this year, as it becomes
increasingly obvious with every game that Mark Deneuiuk is flot the
answer. The St. Joes graduate does many tbings well, but notbing
exoellent.

The. bestcomparison for Denesiuk can only be recollected by
recent Eskimo fans, like myseif. Bnac Lemnerana, the second strin-
ger behind TonmWilknson in the mid-seventies, was an effective
pivot as long as hNs fine gave hifm urne te throw and his backs were
baving some success runiningthe bail. However, as soon astbe resteof
the offense began te stall Lemmrrerman, il seemed, salled right along
with tbemn - resulting in more ýthan one desperation pass being
tbrown Up fer grabs.

Wilkinson was a îeamn leader. lî's ne secret that he had more
leadership in bis dufflebag-like frame than any other athlete on the
field. H-e would neot be dragged dlown by any defense, however
stifling. Deruesiuk gets dragged dlown.

Twoof the most pleasant surprises this season are the kicking gamne
being provided by Stev Kasouik and the job being done by two
young defensiv corners, Trust on and ToM Mismon.

Kasowski bas taken over dismal Alberta kicking game that was lasi
in the WIFL in field goals last year. He is a respectable 3/6 wben you
figure thai he's 1/3 fromn the 40-49 yard range, and 2/3 from the 30-39
range. And be's only in bis second year of eligibility.

1At cornerback, one of the toughest positions for rookies te play in
this league, Miatheson bas done an excellent Job. Another reokie,
Aasée Oubashwer started the first league gamne in B.C. but bas
been injured ever since. He may bave trouble regaining his stanting
job. Brown is only a sopbemore, but was forced teostart several garnes
Las season as a rookie when Rofer Benjamin went down for the year
in the seasora opener. Thus, hebhas deveioped into a prormising young
(19) cornerback.

A fuller pressbox than the one at Conumonweallh Stadium last
week bas net been seen at a Bears gane in a few years, mostly due te
the hype over the f irst annual Shrne Bowl. Tben, in an interview last
week in a local paper, Chainsui of AddeuUcs Bob Steaduad says that
they would have liked te bold tbe gainei Varmty Stadluns if it were
ontyaàwe bit blgger.

And wbere would the press sit? On the roof of the Bullene?
Donlev complains that there are ne fans - rightfully se. My

limited jounallistc experience tells me that until you have press
coverage, you don'tbave fans.,

Wlheri will Athletic once-and-for-all f ix up that outhouse tbat
passes for a pres"bx at Varsity? Whený the big games corn in Lte
October "n November and the Bears really need (and deserve) the
coverage, theres rne way that Eâssosom pre.. will show up only te,
have te wpi snow off of their notes In this wind-blown place. No
way.

Ilden B ears I-ook,
",regain pride

by Dean Benne
Tuesday's Bear football practice

was quieter than most. A raîber
subdued group of pflayers worked
eut at Varsity Field for the f irst lime
since their 46-7 drubbing aI the
bands 0f.the Calgary Dinosaurs last
Saturday. Mitle tbe U of A's new
slogan 'Tbe Pride Retuïns" took a
beating last ýweeký the football
players tbemselves did net fare
much better.

"Everybody wbe played againsî
Calgary is burting,' said Atbletic
Therapist Fraser Dods. 'On Sunday
morning 1 had 25 guys in the clinic.
Usually I gel only îhree te eight. 1
wasîreating (injuries) for three and
a haîf heurs."

Looking back at the game, Bears
Head Ceacb Iim Donlevy beîieved
the hoopla surrounding the Shrine
Bowl may have been a bigger dis-
traction fer bis young squad than
be bad first anîicipated.

"We were mentally and tecbnl-
cally prepared but as soon as we
gel ente that field in that sîadium
(Commonwealth) and that crowd
and national TV, il bit tbem (tbe
players). We didn't get immediate
success and they did <the Dines
scored on tbeir f irsî three offensive
possessions te take a 12-O lead) and
we gel hesitant. A lot of îhings bad
a cumulative effect that burt us
psychologically," he said.

Defensive linernan Dan Aloisie
fet the Sbrine Bowl pageantry did
give an edge te the Dinosaurs. ni

knwCalgary gel fired up because
they live for that stuff," he said.
"Calgary likes the big ights (the
Dinesaurs bave now made five ap-
pearances on TSN). For us, il was a
wbele different werld. We're used
10 500 fans and Varsity Field."

Bears centre Blair Wood, aI-
îbougb, conceding the distractions
were a problem, feh experience (or
Iack of it on the part of the Bears)

was as rnuchi a tactor as anytiihg
else. "I dontî îhink tbey (Calgary)
were mucb better physically," be
said. nit seemed we were always
one block away from a good play;
one mental mistake kept us from
success. When il came tegetber we
hadruJns of 15 and 20 yards.".

Wbile the Bears arestilî emba-
rassed tbey don>t appear le have
lest faill i n themiselves and are def-
inltely looking for somebody on
whorn îhey can lake eut Ibeir frus-
trations. In that case, this Saturday's

les a big weekend for the Golden Boaus ootbal team. lbey tras'el te
Manitoba ansd ul retumn ither s itidmu h.playofi hunt or in a lie for the
basenient. photo Dean Bennett

road game in Manitoba against tbe
Bisons may b. just wbat the doctor
ordered.

The Bisons, afler an inspired
second place finish last year, appear
te have gene le tbe dogs. Tbe're
currently 0-3 and ceming off of an
18-6 lobb tu the equally woeful Sas-
katchewan Hu skies.

Donlevy, Of course, is looking for
a different style of football from the
Bisons than the Dinosaurs.

"Manitoba plays an attacking, un-
predictable, penetraîing defense.,
On offense they play smash moutb
football. They run at you; ites an
'our guys are tougber than yeur
guys' type of attitude. Tbey're not a
finesse team " lie said.

Tbere's ne doubt Ibis game
means more te the Bears than just
Demins in the standings.
"We want te gain a little bit of
pride back; a little bit of dignity,"
said offensive lineman -Andrew

-Stephen.

Linebacker Russell Sçboeppe,
tbough, is lookingat Manitoba and

points beyond. »The worst pant
(about the Dine victory) was the
embarassment.I want te play Cal-
gary lomerrew.'

Sma Facts: Alberta wilI bave its
second kick at Calgary wben the
Sbrine Bowl moves soutb on Oc-
tober 24... Running back jeuFun-
tasz is a question mark for the
Manitoba garne Ibis weekend. He
tore a hamstring on the last day of
training camp and bas net played a
down ail year. The srengtb in bis
injured leg is at about 65 per cent of
wbaî itsbould b.. It has te b. in the
higb eigbîies or low nineties before
he can return .. . Defensive end
Dale Mounzer reinjured bis ankle
against Calgary and is eut aI least
lwo weeks . .. Quarterback mark
Denesluk needs only 114 more
yards le pass Gerld Kunyk and
move mbt second place, on tb.
Bears ail-tirne passing yardage list

... Alberta was 1-1 against the
Bisons last season. U of A won 22-11
bere but lest 28-5 in Winnipeg.


