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lated ( ?) bw one desire-to kill timie wvhiclh day iii a cornifield with a hoe-handle; ail the worsc
twentv-five dollars a minute whîle they deliver if it's an evening session-boping members will at-killing' harangues on over-classification or the last say something worth while, caîl each other

idian Navy. Technically the process is known oblique naines through the Speaker, insinuate graft
talking to Hansard." Religiously the House and corruption, raise a lauigh, do anything to escape
r ters transcribe every word, and as piously the the droolery of mere dehate.
1'S printers set themn up by the acre, whence
are distributed by tons to constituents through- Then the Scene Shifts.

the length and breadth of the land. For even WyELL, the House rnay bie clear down in the
newspapers, except in the case of notable dumps about time for adjournment; three.hes by leaders, have abandoned the custom of hours and not a speech that interested anybody but

atim -reports on the theory that this is a busy Hansard; the man in the gallery goes out for a
and that the supply of puipwood is rapidly turn in the lobby. He sees that room 16 is middling

aishng.full up-considerable of a buzz in there; also 89
alking to Hansard is the most scientific mode hias a gond-sized caucus; and in the lobbies there
Iling time ever devised by the ennui of mankind.
of it is that so many members who on the stump andfot
Ommtittee are capable of handling a thing without nss and with consideration for the dlock, succeed in memb
1g to Hansard so well. Talking out a bill in com- minis
e is a lively operation compared to strangling a bill longe House or keeping up the balance of speech-making. done.
emns to be an axiom that on any given measure ory
dment one side of the House must deliver to Hansard a figh
anly columns of dry-as-dust as the other. It might 'remin
to be quite as much of an axîom that if speeches in liamet
Iouse are not interesting enough to keep more th-an andt
mlembers out of two hundred and twenty at their day
they are flot vitally effective enough to interest even at me

onstituents of the members who reel them off with resuit
superfine disregard of the motto Tempus fugit. thriil
'mietimes it happens that a member's wife is in the for ai
'Y; in which case she is a second edition of Hansard. may b
[]y it happens that the member is talking for party the d'
ses even wbile engaged on a so-called national ques-

Iln either case the effect is peculiarly enervating. 'bellico
the page boys seem to get lassitude. Weary of count- bers f

le panels in the ceiling; weary of matching the num- that nl
arches witb the panels; still more weary of enumer- persox

the members wbo wear red ties and those who have maste
~'eads, the galleryite listens to the interminable droon N
lie man witb a voiceý; almost startled wben a member hulabE

is fingers-when aIl the member wants is a page, T
okeep from going plumb to sleep four boys engage in the Sj

'it across the floor of the House. ::A
sulch cases the only scientific way to fight off ýa head- "T

's to analyse the sentences for subject and predicate; "'N
t must be admitted that members have no trouble "T
1g in enough verbs to bold the nominatives, and as O
djectives-well, they work in automatically from an ý
austible repeat order. This is not to say that mem- Th
Ire flot as a rule good speakers. Most of them who lobbie
at ahl do so very well; though there are few orators Dhu's
Flouse and the occasions for oratory are becoming ail soi

ind far between. One

The War of Words.
wby the House of Commons debates should be of
i remote interest to the country at large hias neyer
uplained. ,Even the Navy debate whicb was sup-
) concern people in general--being a national ques-
ýtered out to a tourney of words; a supreme parlia-

Fantasia exploiîng the idiosyncrasies of members
sides of the House. Perhaps there were six really

eches that threw any real light on the subject. Most
rest were a war of words with wbich the gallery
id notbing to do. Maniy of tbe speakers seemed to
-inder the delusion that a speech is an essay. You
3od that miany of the members bad been thumbing
)aedias and naval papers and magazine articles;
t in a week after the debate was over they would
rgotten most of it-blessed be forgetfulness I
ay be true that government is essentially partyism;
ual business administration should be left to depart-
nd to ministers and deputies; but the spectacle of
number of brainy men yawning out a debate, stalk-
)ut the. lobbies, whiling away the time in the
-nt, lounging ini room 16 and room 89-anywbere
rthirig to escape the boredom of a debate in the
is not one to inspire muitcb faitb in the working

aments;

Members' Entrance on the Webt, Hanear
Desks in the middle of the floor, a rac

with the Gallery Clock.
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are knots of niembers head-on; up in the restaurant
three or four more aggregations; ail interested in
something-snatches of talk about who's coming on
next; probahly Mr. Borden-or the Premier?

Going to be a division; that seems certain.
Probabilities are that somewhere in the building
you mîght round up two hundred members. Per-
haps even now forty more have sloped out of the
lobbies into the flouse. The chief Liberal Whip
is not in bis office; neither is the Conservative
Wbip. But they are somewbere in the building;
so are the local wbips-and there begins to be a
scurrying. Some one says the Premier is up. The
visitor perambulates back-to find the gallery aI-
niost full and the Hou se filuing; by ones and twos
the benches are occupied; hats on and hats off;

le Premier is up; that impressive, classic figure and
îa] voice with theodd French turn to it-and, flot a
îer is writing letters or reading papers now; ail the
ters in but three; members trooping in-and it is
past one o'clock before the Premier begins to gét

ou don't care if it neyer breaks up. You feel there's
t on. The ennui bias gone. The House is a spectacle;
ding you of the youtbful notions you bad about Par-
rt where the speeches were ail of the grandiose sort
hie hero was always on the floor. Hours during the
'ou've noticed the First Minister looking abstruseîy
mbers opposite; patiently cogitating-and this is the
* The speech! The leap to oratory! You feel the
of it; because the dreary drivel bias you in the mood
il episode. It's drama. No matter wbat the subject
e. The machinery of Parliament is at top speed and
ynamos are getting to the peak load.
vo o'clock in the morning. Opposition scowling and
ise; Premier shows some temper; Governuient memi-
tusilading the desks. Is bie right? For the presenit
iakes little difference. The gamne's the thing; oratory,
ial magnetism-always available; hie himself both
r and creature of Parliament.
>w for the last time he is done; the House is in a
iloo. Division is called.
hose in favour of the amendment say 'Ay.' " calls
peaker.
y," from the Opposition; a roar of it.
bose in favour of tbe motion say 'No.'"
o-o-o !" from the Government; a screani.

lieNo' hve it," says the Speaker.
'position object.
ail in the members," says the Speaker.
.e bell rings; the ten-minute gong beard over ail the
s. Wbips are busy on the orounid-up. Like Roderick
chieftains the members seemn to rise from the scrub;,

newbere in the building for they expected a division.
iy one at the caîl of the namnes from the Clerk the
ise and their namnes are recorded. So witb the Nos.
ys-eighty-four," readsý the Clerk. "Nos-one bun-
Lid ten."
mbardment from the Government benches. The ma-
bas donle its work. Turn off the power; ]et down
'namos. Five to three by the gallery dlock; House

members streaking out to the nip of the snow-
air. Out go the electrics in the tower.

ch is the end of one day in Parliament.

T. Po on Canada
ONCE upon a time Mr. T. P. O'Connor, the genie ofM. A. P., was in Canada and bie bas written a few of
bis impressions. T. P.'s reflections were inspired by a
recent article in tbe London Times f romn the pen of Mr'J. S. Willison, Canadian correspondent of that paper, one.
of wbose paragrapbs reads:

"In tbe short course of twenty-five years tbis city bas
grown from a town'of ioo,ooo, to a city of 325,000 people.
Society is broken into groups. A city of homes this is if
ever thlere was one, and in the eyes of visitors who explore
it tborougbly that must be its chief heauty and glory. It
is said now that while Montreal bias more splendid man-
sions and more men of great weaitb, in fortunes of from
$500,oo0 to $3,000,000, Toronto eclipses ail Canadian cities."

T. P. goes on to say: "Toronto, as everybody knows,
is tbe capital of the great Province of Ontario. It is a
town which has a curious resemblance at once to an Enig-
lisb anid to an Arnerican town. It bias a certain underlying
tranquillity wbicb is cbaracteristically Englisb. But it is so
go-abead, it throbs with sucb full and tumultuous 11fe. that
it looks for ail tbe world like one of those niew Western
towns whicb yen find in so many parts of the Unite¶
States. Montreal is a big and strong and bo-ahead town
also, and yet it remains more English than Americani.
Toronto lookse more Ainerican than English. Ottawa, the
capital, might bie a cathedrai city so profound and universal

istespirit of holyTcam that pervades it. hrisn
calmi in any part of oronto-except in some of the beau-
tiful residential parts iii the suburbs. The terrific noise of
the universal street-car thuniders in every street; there are
mighty lumber miilîs which are working away with ail the
tremenclous noise of Titans; and all around there is rush-
ing and tumuituonus wvater as if Toronto were within souind


