
CANADJAN COURIEIR.

WHO AR HON EST?ISAID, in my haste, the other day when talking
with a fiend-

"The people of this country do* not want
honest governmiient."

M%,y friend demiurred, insisting that they did, if
they couid get it; to wbich 1 replied, still somewbat
hiastily-">Theyý wouldn't have it-if it were offered
to themn, they would reject it ignominiously," 1
furthermiore asserted that if "a government of
angels' established themselves at Ottawa and then
appealed to the people, I doubted if they could
carry a single constituency. My friend was inclined
to grant that mnuch. He said that he hiniself would
not want "a government of angels"; but he was
confidenit that, if a governmrent of honest men were
to appear, and the people were to believe that they
were honest, they would be sustained. 1 scoffed at
the idea. 1 instanced the case of Alexander -Mac-
kenzie, who tried his best to give this country
honest government, and who lasted until exactly the
first chance the people had to kick himi into oblivion.

WELL, what do you thilik of it? Was 1 rîght;
or was my frîend nearer to the truth? Do

you know, when I sit down to consider the matter
in cold blood, I arn very much inclined to think that,
if 1 sinned at ail, I sinned on the side of mnodera-
tion of statement. What I should have said was
that the people of this country flot only did not
want honest governiment, but neither did they want
honest trade, honest industry, honest financing,
honest anything. Honesty is no longer regarded
as the best policy. 0f course, we want other people
to be honest with us-we want to get from theiin
what we pay for-in fact, we would flot object to
getting' a good deal more. We are not concerned,
to be f rank about it, that our neighbour with whom
ixr, nrP rionlinog qlhaîl he "honest"-we will bce satis-

to bell. Most other human beings live on the ex-
pectation of some day running into a stroke of iuck,
and getting a good big "wad" for wbich they have
flot worked. They may neyer 'do it. The chances
are that they wili lose far more than they will ever
gain by this gai-ne of "beggar, my neighbour." But
tbey cherish the hope-they would feel that life held
littie for them if it did flot suggest that sometime,
somiewhere, they would be able to steal a nice juicy
surreptitious competency. Thus any proposai to
mnake honesty a natural law would kili, the dearest
hope in nmany a breast. I amn fot bothering now
with the able and adroit few who have achieved a
great success at dishonesty. Their opinion goes
without saying. You mnight as welI expect a "mer-
ger"ý millionaire to vote for a bill making "merger-
inig" a capital offence-and containing a retroactive
clause. 1l arn talking of the "mergered" millions-
those who are losing constantiy in this gamie of
"1grab"-the fools who are plundered in ten trans-
actions and then pick up a dishQnest penny on the
eleventh. They would "plumnp" against making
honesty inevitable. They stili hope to steal suc-
cessfuily.

APPEARANCES, after ahl, are very decep-tive. Most of us, reading the story of
mediaeval ferocities, conjure up in ouf
minds pictures of the stern and cruel auto-

crats who thruist théir victims into dungeons, or
sent theni to the torture chamber or the stake. These

IN the midst of sucli a community, what is the use
of talking about "honçst government"? Will

you find me one man who does business with any
"goverfiment," and neyer thinks that he might get
more for bis goods or bis work from that impersonal
and generous "government" than he would be likely
to get if he were dealing with a shrewd fellow-
citizen? We ail expect a "governrnent job" to pay
hetter than ariother. That is just about how much
we want honest government. Some of us couid
stand honest grocering or honest drugging or honest
doctoring; but we would quîckly revoit at the
quixotic notion that the government should be
bonest. Take an example. Let any government
propose to run the Intercolonial Railway exactly as
the C. P. R. runs its fines; and how many -con-
stituencies aiong that national highway will that
government carry? But, lest the 'non-Intercolonial
provinces assume righteous and superior airs. let us
ask another question-How many 1constitueficies
would be held by a governiment which should build
its public works. run them, and distribute its offices
in those constituencies strictly on business prin-
cipies? What chance would such a government have
against an opposition which should promise to re-
store the presenit system? There isn't a politician,
living or'dead--ý-at least, since poor old broken Mac-
kenzie went-wbo would venture to the country on
such a'platform. Good Sir Oliver Mowat-that
immaculate statesman-told a company of his
"ýworkers" one day-"Gentlemen, we have given you
honest government-we have given you government
-as honest as was PRACTICABLe,"

THE MONOCLE MAN.
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