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fact and figure to dempnstrate their
itiability to make day wages out of
cuitting and marketing the pulpwood
oni their properties. That the On-
tario Government should under-
take to ross and market the pulp-
wood for the settiers is a piece of
advice frequently heard but experi-
;nlents in that paternal direction have
flot been notably.successful, Again,
the suggestion is made that the rail-
wvay rates should be lowered so as to
deliver the pulpwood at the UTnited
S 'tates border leaving a better mar-
gini for the settier. This in turn'is
couintered by the statement that re-
duced railway rate on the T. and N.
O. wouild be absorbed by the pulp-
Wood buyers and the settiers would
be no better off. The marketing of
Wood from. clearings is complicated
by m-any factors, flot the least of
which is the newcomner's inexperi-
enlce In, suich forms of work as bush
clea ring, the scarcity of proper
equipment, the relative rarity of
Kood roads. In spite of these handi-
ýaPS, however, the settiers shipped
Dut last year, as mentionied above,
:he large total of 110,000 cords, and
lear such communities as New
Liskeard one does flot lack for ex-
Lrfples of prosperous contented
armiers who have braved the inrnn-

The Lcadingïo Que.stîi.
The vital question in Northern

Ontario resolves itself into the con-
servation of forest growth on lands
not suited for agriculture and this
automaticallv rules out, under pre-
sent conditions, the Claybelt sec-
tion. It is quite true that even in
that enormoufs territory, some formi
of' supervision of clearing fires
would work ini the interests of the
settiers themselves and of every
town and village, but until the ab-
solute forest -land of Northern O)n-
tario, south of the Claybelt, and
measurîng roughly a thousand miles
long and froni one hundred to two
hundred miles wide receives proper
fire protection, the Clay'belt itself
can flot be sîingled out for special
treatment.* Wîthin this nion-aglricul-
tural region are somie Reserves and
Parks, but the condition of muitcli of
the remainder shows how very iir-
genitly protection iS reCquired. Frorii
the appearance of muitch of the couni-
try south of Cobalt and for soi-e
distance back fromn the rai1lwýa,
with littie or no settiement in sight,.
the comb nation of cuitting and tire
have left no very inviting prospect
for the future. Ontario hias over
2,000 wood-uising industries and
upon the supply of enormous quan-
tities of materials fromn Northern
Ontario thecir security depends.

/111 Favior Refiirms. -
«As to the Asýsociation's sugges-

tions for the hette~r c-nn,,-; 4ý-


