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Compare these figures with the statements of the ipecentae of crime and

pauperism occasioned by intemperance, aid some idea Le form'ned of the annual
cost to the commonwealth of that trafic, which it is nw> ser'iouidy urged upol the

lcgislature to legalize and license. And in view of thece startling statiîti-s it is not

strange that one of the most intelligent. witnesses called by the petioners (Ex-Gover-
nor Washbturn), should feel compelled to admit, as he did ii his elaborate statement

to the committee: "I do consider ithe selling of liquor under licenses, to be a moral
evil." And in another part of his testimïonv he said: "If I could prohibit the sale

of these liquors as a beverage, I would, " and " if I could enforce the present pro-

hibitory law, I vould," showing th:at he, one of the nost distinguished citizens, and

once the Governor of the commonwealth, and at an earlier period a judge in one of
its courts, and now a professor and teacher of law in the leading univer-sity of tho
country, entertains none of those crade and half formed opinions as to the rights of
citizens and the powers and dut ies of goverinent as would make it an unaithorized
act on the part of Government to pr-olIbit thc sale of intoxicating liquors.

it is due to this witness to say that he also expressed the opinion that it would
be a less evil to license the sale rather than to suflir the traffic to go on as ho under-
stood it to be conlducted at present. That is, the hope was expressed that the evil
might be restrained and limited, by licensing it. Il other words, a vice or an evil is
to be rendered less by throwing over it the protection and respectability which come
from govermental sanction and authoritv. IIerein lies the fallacy of the whole
license system. For since it bas been declared by an older and hiigher liaw than
any merely human enactment, that it should never be lawful for individuals to do

evil that good may come, it is impossible to sec how an aggregationi or society of
men, acting under and through the forms of self constituted government, can right-
fully grant to any of their number licenses or indulgences for the doing of cvil. It
was not in the days of its greatest usefness and purity that a church which has
exercised a conteolling influence over more than half the nations of Christendom,
shocked and disgusted the moral sensibilities of miankintd by the sale of its indulgen-

ees, but it was when it had reached the lowest depths of venality and depravity.

But it is said by the petitioners, that the existing statute cannot be enforced, and
that therefore it should be repealed or modified. Upon this subject the testimony of
orie of their own witnesses most comtpetent to speak 'upon this point, ought to be con-
clusive against them. Judge Sanger, District Attornev, for Suflolk County, and Who
as judge and prosecuting oflieer, la- long 1een famiihiar with the administration of the

criminal law in that (ouity, as well s in ther counties of lthe State, testified before
the Comnittee that this law cat be enforcedl in Bston; that it id only a questionl of (ine.
And certainly if it Cau be executed in Estonî, tlre will be uc serions difflculty in, its

enforcement in every otier part of tle cîommnonwealth. lon. lE. B. Gillette, for uany
years District Attouney for the Western district, called as a witness by the petitioners,9


