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Our next operation was to cross the. River on a Raft aad to
' examine the Lands lying along the River which caufes that fork
of the Jacques Cartier' at which our Camp is situated, ‘and which, .
if good, would forma further continuation of our fine tract trom
- the Lakes across Tewkesbury ‘With this intent, by advice of the.
Chief, we defcended on a Raft about a Mile, and landing on the
opposité shore, follqwed an Indian Portage between two Moun-
“tains for about four Miles:until we Struck the River whereit -
branches off in two parts; all'the Land for this distanice is.adapted -’

. . for Settlement, but after three Miles begins to deteriorate; and

‘at the end of thé fourth Mile where it strikes thée River, fud-
" dently becomesbad. This however inall affords & belt of about ™
eight miles of good Land from -Lake - St. Thomais to the point
just defcribed, of unknown width, but certainly fufficient for the
accommodation of numerous Families of Settlers. '

‘ Having reafon to fuppofe that: by returning to the -Camp along
" - the River to.its junction with the Jacques Cartier, instead of re-
tracing our ‘steps we fhould find the shore capable of Settlement,
©. wey contrary to the opinion of the Chief, determined to do fo- We
however found his information correct and the Land of no value 3
for the Mouvntain which we had pafled on the other fide'came
shelving. dow i for the most part to the very edge- of the River,
affording no interval of any confequénce, and occasioning us a
fatiguing and in some parts even a dangerous path. . We however
have the fatisfaction of reflecting that we are now, able to .fpeak
. positively of its unfitness for ufeful purpofes. This River

‘and the Mountains are in Huron both called ¢ .Soulariski,” (the
Bark is long).. ' “ ’ L

On July the 15th we-defcended the River Jaeques: Cartier, on .
. Rafts prepared for the purpofe, on the right Bank going down-
wards. . The good Land bordering the River. ceafes at.the end of
a Mile by the approximation of the water’s edge, nor does it again
.. appear, except in patches, until nearly oppofite Riviére PEpaule,
. where there is a rich point of Land the commencement of a fing -
parcel lying lower down. On the left hand the Mountains on
the contrary appear to recede from the River in proportion.as
thofe of the opposite fhore push forward ; and the interval left -
is entitled to a high character for excéllence. The Timber is ofa
large growth of a good kind, and the Soil fit for any thing ; this -
we had ‘an opportunity of afcertaining by frequently landing and .
making an:examination. There is no interruption to this fine - °
' . C - tract



