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1F trutb lies bctween extremes, tbe trutb as ta the succesli
or failure ai the Canfederatian of the Canadian Prov-t

inces sbonld certainiy be found somewhcre between the 1
alabe's and Jmpire'il Dominion-Day articles. We cannott
add that this truth is far ta scek, for the space intervening r
is immense. Were we in need of a striking illustration t
of the power of party views and purpases ta distort the é
,7sian we shauid feed that our scarch was ended when wc
bad came lapon tbe two articles in question. The fact is,
we suppose, that tbe trutb in this case lies about midway
between the two. The union lias neither been a grand 1
succesa nor a disastrous failure. Sa far as the two Prov-N
inces of old Canada, at wbase instance and in whose inter-d
ests it was bronght about, are concerned, it accomplisbed t
the main purpose songlit. It opened a way ont af the pita
af political despair inta wbicb sectional %ttrife had brought
them. To the Upper Province it brought the representa.
tian by population for wbicb it bad been so lang struggling. i
To the Lower Province it cantinned, thaugb under cbanged ,
conditions, the power of controlling legisiation by means t
af the 'lsoli4 vote," wbicb bad been the source ai its P
previaus pawer. Wbether tbat power lias been hitherto, 8
or is likely ta he bereaiter, grcatly abused, we do nat now P
undertake ta say. Ta the Maritime Provinces the Confedera-a
tion, so reiuctantiy entered into, lias brouglit same material t
advantages. Wbctber these are caunterbalanced, or more t
than connterhalanoed hy the injnry which the higb tariff l
bas donc them, is a question upon wbicb there is room for v
and is mucli difference of opinion. Confederation lias o
sncceeded in making possible the construction of great P
public works wbosc usefulness wiil probabiy be mucli greater l
in the future tban in the past. Lt bas led ta the
establishment of manufactures on a mucli larger scale than
cauid bave been anticlpated at the date of union. Above ail

~' it bas apened np the great Nortbwest, destincd ta becomeo
the abode ai prosperous millions. But if the chief end ofaf
Confederation was ta bind together in a camman national w
feeling the Britisb subjects in the different Provinces, it st

bas lamentabiy failed. The people of the Maritime Prov
inces are scarcely more Canadians in sentiment than the)
were twenty years ago. Wc speak of this, flot in a pessi
mistic spirit, but as an evil which should be recognizeé
and if possible remnoved. We despair of its removal sc
long as we retain our Colonial status, causing those Prov*
inces, by reason of the disproportionate size of Ontario and
Quebec, to feel like colonies of a colony. Probably the
mistake of retaining the namne previously belonging to ane
part of the original territory helps to perpetuate this
feeling. When the time cornes for us to ask and receive
the status of an independent nation we may hope ta sec
the sentiments of nationality and patriotism deveioped ta
whatever extent they may be capable of deveiopment.

TrFDomninion Government stili adheres ta its purpose of
subsidizing a lin e of fast mail steamers between certain

specified ports in Canada and others on the European 3ide
of the Atlantic. If the service can be obtained at any
expense reasonably vithin the resources of the Dominion
there can be no doubt that the arrangement is a very
desirable anc. A direct weekly mail line wiil doubtiess,
if properly managed, have considerable effect in prornoting
trade and intercourse with the Mother Country. On two
or tbree points, howcver, there is room for difference of
opinion in commercial quarters, as ta the best means of
accomplishing the end in view. In the first place it seems
nearly axiamatic that the benefits of sncb a service will
depend very largcly upon the provision made for direct and
rapid transmission of merchandise. The absence of any
stipulations in regard ta freight-carrying capacity cannot
surely miean, as some are interprcting it, that the vessels in
question are net ta be required ta carry freight, as wcli as
passengers. The saving of time in the transmission of
mails and passengers wili be discounted ta the haîf of its
value to the business men who will ho the iine's best
patrons, if they have tawait for the arrival of their merchan-
dise, at cither side of the Ocean, by the aid routes. It
surely must be possible in these days ta combine an average
speed of eighteen or nineteen miles an hour with a moder-
ate capacity for freight. If nat, we have littie doubt that
the voice of the great rnajarity of those interested would
be in favaur of a reduction of the rate of speed ta the
necessary extent. Another point of great importance is
the choice of route and termini. Quebec in summer and
Halifax, or ilalifax and St. John in winter are of course
the correct points on this aide of the Ocean, but if busi-
ness, not sentiment, is ta be the controlling principle, as
the people have a rigbt ta demand, it seems impassible ta
dcfend the proposai ta make a port in France the terminus
on the other aide and Southampton or Plymouth merely a
part of caîl. At least if there is any reason based on
commercial facts and figures for extending the trip ta
France, it bas nat yet been given ta the public. Tnux
WEEK, as aur readers know, bas taken no part in the race
discussions wbich have been, unhappiiy, ail too rife during
the last few years. We have no anti-Frencb prejudices
and are unable ta see why aur French fcllow-citizens sbould
nat be permitted ta cherish a little harmîcas nationaiism,
s0 long as it consista with thorough loyalty ta British
institutions. But we must join most heartiiy in a pratest,
which should gain irresistibie farce, against any proposaI
ta aliow simple business considerations in such an enter.
prise as this, ta be sacriflced in any measure ta mere racial
sentiments. XVe are glad ta see that same influentiai
papers which usuaily support the Government are not
afraid tn express their disappraval of an arrangement which
threatens ta increase very largely and quite unnecessarily
the expense of the new service, whiie not materiaily
ncreasing and perhaps positiveiy iessening its commercial
value. Unless some strong reasons can be brougbt farthi
of whicb no one seems as yet ta have heard, people and
press alI over the country should unite, before it is too
ate, in sncb a protest as the Gavernment could not disre-
(yard.

[T is now announced, an what seems ta be goad authority,
Ithat the Ottawa Government lias decided ta give such

aid ta the Hudson Bay Railway project as wili ensure,
w'ith the aid the Province may be able ta give, the con-
truction of at ieast a large part of the road %>t ,n. early day,

We have long lîcen of opinion that the opening of rail-
way connection with Hudson Bay should bc the next great
Canadian enterprise. It is truc that nîany still doubt the
feasibiiity of miaintaining Ocean intercourse between that
bay and Europe witb sufficient regul arity and for a
sufficiently iengthy period of the year ta make the route
reliable for Ocean traffic. But the weigbt of evidence in
favour of the more hopefîîl view is certainiy great, and the
magnitude of the benefits which would accrue ta Manitaba
and the Terrîtories frein the establishment of sucb a libans
o f direct traffic with the Mother Country is enough ta
warrant risking a goad deal on the venture. In any
c vent the construction of the road ta the Saskatchewan
cannat bc very unsafe, as a commercial invcstment, in view
of the resaurces bath agricultural and minerai that wili be
apened up. We hope ta hear at an early day that al
monetary arrangements have been successfuliy made by the
enterprising mnen who have the inatter in hand, and that
the work is hein(, vigorously pushed. Meanwbiic, were
we resident in Manitoba, we should nat cesse ta keep an
ambitions and expectant eyc tnrned ever in the direction af
the great northern iniet, and ta cherish dreams of a vast
and ever increasing volume of traffic pouring, at saine day
net vcry far distant, along the new route apened up by
that short cut ta Engiand and Europe. And what s0
greatiy interests aur fellow-citizens on the prairies shouid
interest sîl Canadians.

T HE death of the Hon. A. W. MoLelan, Lieutenant
'Gvernar of Nova Scotia, has removed fram Canadian

public life, if, indeed, the quiet but respansible and honour-
able retirement of the gubernatorial office can be sa con-
sidered, another of thase wba have taken a prominent
part in shaping the course of events in the Dominion since
Confederation. As is well known by thoso who have
follawed attentiveiy the history af the Dominion since its
formation, the deceased gentleman was anc of the many
leading men in Nova Scatia wha were at the autset
strangly apposed ta Canfederation. He took a pramineîît
part in the negotiations wbicb led ta the Il botter termisaI
arrangement by which the determined bostîlity of that Pro-
vince was partially queiled. He had been elccted ta the
Legialature of bis native Province in 1858, and had con-
tinued ta represent one of the Colchester ridings in that
Legisiature until the union. In 1869 lie was called ta the
Senate by Sir John A. Macdonald, and about the samne
date was appointed anc of the Commissioners for the con-
struction of the Intercolonial llailway. The deceased
first becamo a member of the Dominion Cabinet in 1881, a
position wbich ho retaincd until lus appaintment ta the
Lieutenant- Govcrnorship af Nova Scatia about two years
aga. During bis seven years of service as a Cabinet
Mînister lic held successiveiy the position af President af
the Council, and the offices of Minister af Marine andi
Fisheries, Minister of Finance and Postinastcr-Gencrai.
Thaugli the annauncement af lis deatb came suddcnly ta
the public wbo had had no previaus notice af bis illness,
it was, we believe, not nnexpected by bis friends, who had
nated indications of faiiing health for same months past.
Mr, McLelan was a man af gaod native abilities, and was
diligent and faithful in the discliarge af the duties of thc
variaus offices with wbicb he was entrusted.

TH nnouncement that Qeneral Middletan bas resigncd
tecommand of the Canadian milîtia puts an end ta

a situation that was becoming painful. It was bad enougli,
in the first instance, that anc occupying so high a position
in a profession whicb prides itacif an cherishing the most
scrupulous sense af honour, shouid have been betrayed unta
the act that flnally drew upon himi the censure af Parlia-
ment. But wbcn the officer thus censured went an, wcek
after week, coolly attending ta the duties of bis office, as*
if nothing had happened, or as if resolved ta treat with
disdain the opinions af the people wbose servant be was,
even wben these opinions had been expresscd tlirougb
Parliament, it was inevitable that public indignation should
bis arauscd sncb as would bave compelied stern action as
soon as Parliament again met. The fact that Generai
Midîcton bas at icngth made a virtue af nccessity bringe,
therefore, a sense af relief ta tbe country. It certainly


