THE CANADIAN

stood conditions that the religinus prejudices of the in-
mates should not be offended, that the ¢Chiistian Serip-
tures should not be taughtgthat religiaus tope s indeed
should have no mention.» This, for convemence, | will call
the conversational era of the Zenana Mussion. The con-
versation was necessarily confined to general themes. |t
was a sufficiently scanty privilege, but of even this the
visitor of a few years ago was glad to avail herself, It
was a very circumscribed fickd not enough to sansfy her
sacred ambition, but it was all that was possibic then,
and she was obliged to be content.  This was succeeded
by a teaching era, in which the lady visitor was permitted
to teach her pupils to read and write in their own tangue ;
but, even then, the books admitied were simply instine.
tive, not religious. This, again, was succeeded by a
working era, in which the ladies taught them o find re-
lief from the weary tedium of idle connnement in the
practice of lace-making, emYirodery, and other arna-
mentad work. Before | pass on 10 the present, which | wibi
call the Christian era, and which combaes and mlnls atl
the preceding, [ wish to recard my most eamest convic

uon that in doing only a5 much as they could e those
carly times they acted wisely ad well 1 say this the
rather because | have heard strong obpctons arged
agunst it Had they refused v do the less and lower
because they were not permitted v o the greater and
higher work, the doors of the Zenanas nught not, | think
would not, have been opened 1o them ths day ;. and had
they hasted more they nught have so violenthy ofended
the prejudices of those whom they sought to win as w0
close the doors of the Zenanas aguinst them for cever,
I'hey did as much as they were permstted 1o do. They
varried with them the expertence of @ wider and pu-er
world.  Without actually speaking of the dociimes o
«lanns of the Christian religion, they were able to mam
fest its effects upon the life, to exhibit i their gentleness
and sympathy, their unseliishness and devotion, the i
flaence and power of the gaspel. Therr visis mtused a
new interest into very dreary lives  They browght the
vontagious influence of an active Uhristin Iife 1o refiesh
and invigorate women jaded and sa tated with thewr nig
raw world,  They spake to them of a nobler womahiood
than that wto which they had sab ded, and wir: whick
they were dimly discontent  1f, happ. 1y, they were e
ned they could speak to them of . luve winch v moae
than physical, of a compamonship closer than thar of
mere badily presence, of a loving and confident trast in
cach ather which could bear separation without cugpre
\We cannot wonder that the secret of this difference be
tween these lonely women and their visitors shoadd Lave
been eagerly asked, and more cagerly told. It was for
the most part in some such way as this that the women
of the Zenanas became anxious to hear the gospel which
f:ad wrought so much for the women of Christian fands.
Jam glad that era has passed away - at least i Delhi,
But because it may exist, and necessanly exisis m some
newer fields, [ have thought it necessary to vindicate 12
That you may the better understand the aigmiticance of
the change which has passed over the people. | may say
that, notwithstanding the ladies of the },cnam Mission in
Delhi steadfastly decline to visit any house where the
Word of (God may not be taught, there are nearly three
hundred women who are, with the full knowledge and
consent of their relatives, under regular and sysicmatie
nstruction.  This even does nut measure therr walling-
ness to hear, but only the ability of our staff to visit. So
many and importunate have been their requests to be
luug{l that, if the number of workers could be increased
ten-fold, } have no doubt the number of readers and
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hearers would be immediately increased in ke propor-
ten - Latde as ] bike to speak of the results of Chrisuan
work, [ cnnot refiin from saysny that | have had the
high privilege of baptising three: Mahommedan ladies
from these Zenanas, who have been sirengthened to come
out boldly, and to publicly profess the fath e and love
to the Lord Jesus Christ

Besdes this work, specially knvwi o5 Zenara work,
ficquent meetings are held wmong the Chanar women
i therr castes. These meetings anler Jde, if at ali,
from the mectings which we ourselves hold, except that
English Christian women are the preachers, and lndian
heathen women are the specially mvited hearers. This
work has only recently been begun and at is too soon
to speak of direct results. 1 believe « great tuture
awaits alo s much to carry the Gospel to those whe
dare not venture out 1o hear i, but uy opumon it s
tore ta carey 1t among thuse women who are not pre-
cheded from ther stabon or caste from frecly mingling
with others, ot from taking their part in the active duties
af lfe. This pacucular work arose out of a grave dif-
feulty, which began o be senously felt i our native
Christan Church A considerabie number of our con-
verss were alreanty marned when they recened and con-
tessed the tuth. Tt was thar eamest desire 1o banish
every form of 1dol worship or sacnfice, and every super-
sttious abservance from thar homes. But it was found
thit, soimetiines opendy, but often serret v, ther wives,
remaiting heathen, continued 1o ohiserve the dolatious
practices mow'ch they Lad been tramed. 1o was feh
that to meet this speaal difficulty specd work had
be dane, and thus these meetings were beguin, Ancther
preat ditheu'ty was to furnish Chrstan wives w our
vnmained Chistun youny, men. Quite a cunsiderable
number of these have been obaged either 1o seek wives
feon s ane distant missian statiun, or to marey amongst
the heathien, o, warse than all, o reman aitogether
wnnreds Tlis s being gradually et by our Native
Chrsan Guls S haol Many of he gids from s
schoos have been happily maoed, and Chnstian wife
with Chrstian hushand are helpers of each other’s {aith,
are tasning ther Jduldren mothe fear of the Lord, and
e, e severad instances, labouriay together o spread
he Lgbtoard trath arouns them L cannot speak oo
highiy of the work of the Jady who devotes, not her
tme and talents only, but her whole self o the vain-
iy of the neat generation of Chrstan wamen in this
schiwal. Hervs wark of the very tughest order, of that
spirztaal hving kind which must continue. Nor can |
speai i tenas of prase o high of the noble work
done by ow lady medial missionary. She works with
sipular skill and success, and 15 so cvidently filled
with loving sympathy for their pain and sickness, and
inspired wath zealous desire jor their etermal peace, that
sbe has won the hearts of both patients and pupils alike.

Beside their own abundant labours these ladies super-
intend the work of the native women eniployed in Delhi
and its suburbs, and in the distant towns and villages.
They visit and exanune their pupds and supplement
their teaching.  They gather once a week all the na-
tne workers, Zenana visitors, Bitle women, and school
teachers into the new home, where an address is given
and prayers for help and guidance are offered.  [n this
way the Chnistian women who have gone forth from
this country, stnve to impart to the Christian women
of that country the fruits of the mature experience, the
tirm faith, the fuller knowledge, and the more fervent
devotion, which they themselves possess. I am especi-
ally anxious that you should understand some of he




