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The Origin And
Decline of Slavery
In the Dominion|

RN

By Prof. Fred Landon.

Canada originated |
during the French regime, near
the close of the seventeenth cen-
tury, lingered on during the first
half century of British rale In
ever lessening degree and finally
disappeared in the first quarter of
the 19th century. Briefly, the
eauses of its disappearance were.
absence of any public opinion in
favor of the system, the adverse
climate, the uncertainty of slave
property in so sparsely settled a
gountry  and the attitude of the
courts both in England and in
Canada.

Slavery as it existed under the
old regime has been carefully m-
vestigated by historians ol the
period who have shown that it
existed not only in fact but in
law. It was, indeed, a subject of
government oversight and regola-
fion. On April 13, 1709 the In-
tendant Raudot, issued an ordin-
ance which declared that under
the King’s good pleasure all the
Panis and Negroes who had been
or might subsequently be purchas-
ed should belong in the fullest
gense to those who had acquired
them in the quality of slaves. In
this ordinance there is indication
that slavery had been in existence
in the colony for some time, but
heretofore without legal sanction.
On Sept. 1, 1736, the intendant
Hoequart issued an ordinance reg-
ulating the emancipation of slaves
and declaring all emancipations
null and void which had not been
registered before notaries, of
which registration there must al-
s0 be a minute in the office of the
royal jurisdiction. This judgment
llldicatm slavery as an order of
things already well established
and capable of being nullified
only by due legal procedure. Still
further evidence with regard to
ﬂ}e slavery of the old regime is
given by a royal judgment issue®
in 1745 and declaring that Ne-
groes escaping to the French col-
onies should become the property
f)f _the.crovm. There is here an
llldl(’a'hon of the very early date
at which runaway slaves begah to
take refuge in Canada. In this
connection Abbe Ferland men-
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The Congregation of the B.M.E. (‘hurel
rated its 78tk anniversary, October 28th.

Stewart, of Hamilton, who spoke
ested congregations. A feature
youngest members of the church.

at boh services.

of the service was he presentation of boqyets to the

1. London, of whi¢ch A. E.
The special speaker for the occasion
He brought timely messages to large and inter-

celeb-
Claud

Richardson 1s
was

pastor,

Rev.

oldest and

tions the coming to Montreal in
1732 of three Englishmen
pled with passports from Albany: |
to demand the surrender of a ne-
oro slave who had fled to canada
and taken refuge at Quebec. The
reply of Beauharnois was that the
right of asylum would not he de-|
nied to the slave if he pl'wfm'r(*(l]
to remain in Canadan rather than

sup-

Kerland
that there
(fanada and

return to his master.
concludes from this
were few slaves in

that their servitude was much less

severe than that which prevailed
in the British colonies.

Abbe Tanguay prepared a list
of about 150 slaves whose names
he found in parish reoisters  of

Quebec.  The majority of these
were indians, anly a few being
negroes. A few were the child-

ren of married skaves.

Slavery as it oxisted in French
Canada was an effort to meet the
ever-present shortage of lnhm'.
caused in part by the tendency of
the younger men to go off to the
woods rather than remain on the
farms along the St. Lawrence. In

1689 a request was made to the
French govgrnment for permis-

20sYears M#émbér .
Of The N.A.A.C.P.

New York, Oct. —Y. Kikida, a
Japanese, living at Bedford Hills,
N.Y.. has sent his check for $100
to the National Association for

ple, 69 Fifth Ave., covering a 20
year membership at $5 a year up
to an ineluding the year 1947.

sion to bring in negro help.

|to tse ]»F()pt)ﬂzlL the
pointing out how unsuited the

much encouragement was
government

the Advancement of (Colored l’w)—]

[
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_ 1in the
lthe Advancement of Colored Peo-

Not | ple.
given ; for a $50 contribution, Miss Allen

Abolitionist's Daughter

Continues Father’s
Interest in Association

New York. Oct.—Miss® Mary
Ware Allen, of Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts: father was
much interested in the question of
slavery, is continuing his interest
National Association for

whose

Thanked by the N.A.A.C.P.

wrote :

Tt was not I who contributed

14 raQ 3 1 Torratil
clmate was to such 1mmigl 1tion. = :
; k et the 50 dollars, at least 1 sent 1t

In 1716 Vaudreuil renewed the
request, urging the government of
France to do, as the Dutch and
Enelish colonies in America had
done in the way of securing negro
labor.

| The disinclination of the French
covernment to move in- the mat-

ice is a part of that.
'f_")'t':lt

|

| |
 ter was probably the reason the

colonists took the matters into
their own hands and proceeded to

ol
( (Continued on Page 6)
|
|
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only as one of my fathers’ ehild
ren. Ile was very much interest-
od in the question of slavery and
of course all the rest of the injust-
[t iS very
and wreadtul, but it
will pass.

‘Thank you for your letter. I
hope always to send it, the con-
tribution, and wish it might be
much larger-but we are not rich
people, by any means.’’

VELY




