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NEW DISCOVERY;
CANADA IS NOW
ON WORLD MAP

Our Canadian neighbors are intell
gently busy. Saskatehewan reports
building & school house a day sinece
1905. The story of the little red schobl
hous¢ has never been told in immertal
lines. Our poets and writers must be
waiting for Canads to get through with
ber building. The more we lears about
the Dominion of Cawsds the grester
our belief that the country to the porth
of us is destined to progress side hy
side with the United States, sue might
ssy, a8 an economic unit, Politically we
may be far apart, but ceonomienlly sur
interests seem to be Witness the
trouble which we¢ are making Canads
with our coul strike. Seme of the east
ern provinees are hard kit by the short
sge. Canada seems to bave an abund
anee of material, p
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THE CONVENTION.

The Convention of the Alberta Federation of Labor which opens
in Calgary on Monday next, is a gathering the deliberations of which
are of vital interest not only to trades unionists but to the whole of
the population of this province. The Federation is primarily a leg-
islative body. The greater part of the time of its yearly gatherings
is taken up with the eonsideration of proposed legislation, that is
ealeulated to raise the status of the workers, organized and unor-
ganized, and to regulate industry in a manmer that will provide a
more comfortable living for the producers of wealth

The Federation in the past has been influential in having had
placed on the statute books of this provinee, measures that if prop-
erly administered would be of distinet benefit to the workers of
Alberta. The convention will no doubt make a vigorous protes!
regarding the non-enforcement of the Factories Aet. T}lis piece of
legislation has been practically useless sinee its inauguration, through
the laek of proper administration. The aet also requires drastie re-
vision which the Federation will no doubt press for at the coming
session of the legislature. The Building Trades Proiection Act 1s
another measure of safety for the workers that has lacked enforce-
ment. with the result that with the revival of building aetivities a
wvumber of serious and, in one case at least, fatal aceidents have
oceurred through unsafe seaffolding beimg provided for those en
gaged in the building trades. The Federation should demand Qm'
the Provineial Government shoulder its responsibility by enforeing

i the legislation provided for the protection of workmen whose loss

of life or limb is a loss to the whole community :
The Alberta Workmen’s Compensation Aet is a rmnpnn‘mwl_\
valuable piece of legislation and is being very efficiently administered
by an independent commission, a member of which is J. A ‘}\mm-_}‘_
a former president of the Federation. There is, however, considerable
room for improvement in the aet and the convention will give con-
ideration to proposed amendments. As indieated in the report of
the President and Secretary, the Compensation Act should be made
broader in its seope .and the seale of compensation needs immediate
revision upwards. The report of the President and Secretary, whu-h.
ix published in full in this issue, makes reference to a number of
other important measures that will be considered by the convention
The Federation is the mouthpiecé of the workers of this province.
It ean fairly be said to represent/the views of organized and unor
ganized Labor. The latter being inartieulate through laek of organ
ization, yet receives benefit from and enjoys in a large measure the
achievements of the organized. Thus we may truthfully say that the
deliberations of an assembly such as the Alberta Federation of Labor
Convention are of vital importanee to all the workers of the provinee.
Kesolutions of every nature, dealing with all the complex problems
of the present age will be received and given consideration by the
convention. The workers’ attitude on great questions will be decided
upon, and each and every delegate should, and believe will,
ize the responsibility that rests upon him as a representative of
membership body of the Alberta Labor Movement
Thus the conclusions of the eonvention will be the result of eare
ful consideration
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

By the time this issue of the Free Press reaches its readers the
new year will have been born. To all the readers of this paper, and
to those who should be readers. we our heartiest
a year filled with happiness.

The year just passed has been one of extre

extend wishes for
trial for the trade
Enemies from within and without have
in every possible manner attempted to overthrow the structure, the
produetfof a saerifice and has heen effi
eaeious in raising the status of the worker * was chosen
for the attempted coup d’etat of a disgruntled the
ment who had been resorting to every mea o gain ¢ rol
workers’ organizations. That they were not successful is a wonder
ful tribute to the judgment, wisdom and sanity of the great majority
of Canadian trade umionists. The propaganda of the destruetionists
was s0 insidious, their methods so unsernpulous and their appeal so
visleading that it was ealeulated to deeeive the organized workers
with their intense for solidification and unity of
purpose.

On the outside big business has lost train
heavy artillery in many
cases, an attack on the extremists as a feint, the upholders of indus-
trial Bourbonism have carried on a war against trade unionism that
kas been as bitter as it has been relentless. Thus on every hand the
great workers’ movement has been ealled upon to repel attacks of
every deseription during 1919. But like 2 giant oak on the hillside
whose roots have been driven deeper by each suceeeding storm, the
trade union movement has stood solidly before the onslaughts of its
enemies. And on the threshhold of another year stands ready to
uphold the cause of the wealth producers of this great Dominion.
It is impossible to foreeast what the new year will bring, but it is
possible to see in the future. a glorious opportunity for serviee on

union movement in Canada

A X I
century ot toil. that alone
The past yes

inority MOVe-
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desirs greater

1 portunity to
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on the forees of Organized Labor. sSIng

the part of the Organized Labor Movement, and one does not need

to be a prophet, nor yet the son of a prophet, to prediet that those

who will in the new year do their part in building up a greater|

movement, will enjoy a year of happinéss and satisfaetion that comes
from having served in the cause of justice and humanity.,

A PRESUMPTUOUS ACT.

Just before Christmas, representatives of the Edmonton Sehool|

Eoard journeyed to Calgary, and at a gathering of school trustees in

that eity, advoeated the rejeetion of the proposed salary schedules

submitted to the various boards by the Alberta Teachers’ Alliance.
The minimum proposed by the Alliance, $1200 per year, is most

reasonable in view of the abnormally high and ever-increasing cost of |
living. It is a wage that in any other line of endeavor is considered |

as very low indeed, and it is ridieulous to ¢xpect that the proper

lower seale Is adopted.

But apart from that phase of the question is the arrogant flouting |

ot the voters” clearly expressed desirves, in the dying moments of tha
cld year. In the recent elections three of the four trustees elected

o1

sentatives of the old board to openly move the rejection ¢f the pro-

posed seale a few days prior to the new board taking office, was with- |

ont doubt the most arrogantly presumpiuous act possible to eonceive.
Edmonton veters will not soon forget a proceedure of that nature.

EDMONTON IN 1921

Delegates from Fdmonton te the Alberta

 Convention in Calgary will invite the Provineiel body to hold Ets;
A letter is also going’ forward from |

rnext gathering in this eity.
Mayor Clarke containing the desire that Edmenton might have the
pleasure of entertaining the convention in 1921,

The 1917 Bonvention was held in Edmonton, and Lethbridee and
Medicine Hat were the convention cities for 1918 and 1919, The 1920
gathering being in Calgary, it is reasonable to expeet that Edmonton
should get the convention in turn. With its spacious headquarters in
the very centre of the down-town distriet. a few steps from all the

| 1
type of person will he attracted to the teaching profession if any!ihis provinee.

were returned on a eleacly defined platform of which the aeceptance |
the $1200 minimum was the outstanding feature. For the repre-|

Federation of Labor!
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COEURG, ONTARIO,
WILL LEVY POLL
TAX ON WOMEN

ONE BIG UNION
RECEIVES REBUFF
AT LOVATT, ALTA

Pres. Beard of Mining Dept. of
0.B.U. Given Tie Pass
Out of Camp.

OB.U. propagandists received a re
buff when they made an attempt to
gain foothold among the miners at
Lovatt, Alta, Christmas BEve and
Christmas Day. Judging frem reports|
that have just reached the eity from
that place, the ringleaders of the O.B.U.
must have received the surprise of their
lives when a delegation from the UM.
W.A. assisted them ocut of the ecamp via
the tie route. The details of the affair
are as follows: !

Some members of the OB, it
said, have recently made their way into
the Lovatt camp under false pretences
and have beem warily spreading their

town \wounci! at Coburg, Ontarie,
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Ontario to puss s
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3 WOmen over not otherwise
assessed and who are now eligible to
vote. The provineial legisiature gives
local eouneils the right to fix their own
poll tax on men, with restriction that
it shall not exeeed 85
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SENATE PASSES
BILL WITH “CANT
STRIKE” PROVISION

Cummins Railroad Bill Provision
Makes Strike Punishable By
Fine and Imprisonment.

]

18

of

By 46 to 30 the
States senate passed the Cummins rail
road bill, with its “‘can’t strike’’ pro-
vision, thereby abandoning the Ameri
can ideal that workers can not be held
to nder threat of im-

& vote United

way of preparation for a prearranged
visit from President Beard and some of
his colleagues, who arrived at the mines
on mid-day of the 24th.

The first move by the agitators was
to interview J. B. Mulholland, president
of the local branch of the United Mine
Workers, demanding that he eall a
meeting the men for the mext dav
Beard's desire was, he explained, to tell
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the men how they were being magzied
and enslaved by the operators and by
the UM W.A_, with whom an sgreement
had been made by the operntors of dis
triet No. 18,

President Mulholland gave a
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and the resault was that quick action
taken in vegard to the uninvited
The was tors
down and somewhat forcibly
into Beard’s face, and that unlucky
emissary of the O.B.U. was next seized
by a husky veteran of the war and pro-
pelled thro the into the

2 where he promised to leave
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best hotels, Edmonton Labor is in a position to suitably provide for
the convention sessions.  On behalf of the Trades and Labor Couneil
of this city and the local unions affiliated with that body, the Edmon
ton Free Press extends a hearty invitation to the Alberta Fpderation
to make this city its meeting place in 1921

EDITOR'S NOTES
There is noth

1ing to be deprecated about a spirit of
i« the

unrest 1ty

expression of dissatisfaction with anjust econditions
¥

The Labor

all and all for

altraistiec nature
each is eertainly not a selfish prineiple

ovement is essentially of an Onge

. N
Trade unionism is the means by which the workers’ common aims|
The

and desires
inartieulate

expression unorganized are necessarily |

All workers have suffered through the greatly inereased cost of

living., but it must be admitted that unorganized workpeople have|
felt the pinch hardest.

A puzzle for the editor: How far ecan we
lv“i‘lri

i go in eriticism of an
ve, autocratie gvernment, and a system of soeciety that ereates
m:illionaives and paupers, without getting two years, or more, for
the privilege of expressing our views and the views of those we
represent ?

Much of the opposition to Organized Labor is based on a mistaken
conception of Labor’s ideals. There is no desire to tear down, but
there is a desire to build up, and to attain for every individual the
opportunity for a better life.

To give eredit where éredit is due, the destruetionists would neveri
have had the opportunity to attempt the overthrow of trade unionism !
in this country, if they had not been willing at all times to aceept |
office in unions and central bodies. The lesson is elear. The ““let|

itveorge do it’’ policy is dangerous at any time or plaee. |

The convention of next week will be closely watehed. The dis-
gruntied labor minority will join with the stand-pat industrial auto- |
crats in endeavoring to diseredit the real workers’ provineial organ- |
ization. We have every confidence, however, that the eonvention will |
rk a great forward step on the part of the Labor movement it

It is somewhat amusing to have so-called unionists eomplaining |

i becanse the UM W.A. has secured the closed shop in Alberta. But !

il the miners can seeure improved working conditions they need!
ibave little sympathy with the regrets of a disgruntled set of defeated |
| schemers whose desire is to keep the workers down to the point of |
| starvation that they may beecome embittered suﬁicien}ly to rise in|
bloody revolution. Such is the gospel, pure and undiluted, of the |
8. P.oof C. It is natural that they should squeal when their plans|
iare defeated.

w

Here is a saggested explanation as to why the Union Government |
! was somewhat unsuccessful in the recent Canadian by-elections. Mr |
Bonar Law professes to believe that the by-election results in Britain |
do not indicate any real dissatisfaetion with the ecoalition govern- |
{ment. Those who voted for Mr. Toyd George and Mr. Bonar Law|
{last December, and who now vote for a Liberal or a Labor candidate

ido so just becanse they think that the Coalition majority is teo un-|
{ wieldy, and they are rendering a servide to Mr. Lioyd George by |
iri’di.‘f‘;‘!!": that majority. Surely an ingenius explanation is that of the |
i €x-Canadian, and one that might be used in a pineh by his former!
jeountrymen in aecounting for .recent and fortheoming defeats :

doetrines among the men. This was by | |

| $60000 from the labor agitations of the

Year-end Clearance Girls’
and Misses’ Winter Coats

$14.75

This is without doubt the most sensational news of the
season. The Coats are all new styles and the materials
extra good. Shoulders and sleeves are lined and some
have fur trimming on eollars. They are mostly in the
popular belted effects, in colors of Burgundy, Green and
dark mixtures. Every eoat in the eollection has been cut
in priee with the object of clearing every one on Monday.
Sizes for girls, 10 to 14 years; sizes for misses, 14 to 18

vears. Regular values to $27.50. $14‘75

Formerly Priced at $25.00 & $27.50
Selling at the Very Low Price of

Rush Price

SECOND FLOOR

Warm, Heavy Winter Coatings
54 Inches in Width

Greatly Reduced in Price. Regular to $4.95

Here’s & rare chance to secure a length of Heavy Wi
g at a price which may sever again.
selected for elearnnee are:

ter Coat
Incloded the

come in

Yards BLACK ARABIA COATING, 5% inches wids
Yards HEAVY TWEED COATING in

54 inches wide

séveral good mix

-’

A Stock-Reducing Offering of
Heavy Wool Blankets

Regular $23.50. Clearing at $15.00 Pair

The end of the year finds us with a big reserve stock of White

tures;

200 Yards DIAGO

Regular value

NAL COATINGE, 54 inches w

to $4.95. Price

SECOND FLOOR

NI

SO

%

CARDCIOIN

s

Wool Blapkets on hand, and our orders are to lower them consider-
ably. It means a great sacrifice to us, as Blankets will be worth
still more next season, but the space s needed for ineoming mer
chandise.

2000

KINEX

FHESE WHITE WOOL BLANKETS are made earefully
selected Canadian wool, heavy quality and figished with pink or

Weight 8 lbs. Size 68x86 inches. Regular $15.‘u‘

(Limit of 2 Pairs to Bach Customer. No Phone Orders)
SECOND FLOOR.

HUDSON’S BAY CO.

from

1

ORI RN

horders

Clearing at
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deadly earnest in the wmatter and by NEW YORK RETAIL
their prompt sction frusirated au effort CLERKS CONDUCTING
to sow seeds of trouble in & eamp that ORGANIZATION CAMPAIGN

has already sufféered to the extent of

A trade union organizing eampaign
that includes the entire city of New
York is being conducted by the inter
national elerks, Thou
sands o enrolling the
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Setting the Pace

‘in Suit Values

The man who seeks quality, serviee and value in a
Suit will appreciate a visit to our store—laden with
quality apparel. His judgment eannot fail him be-
eause nothing but dependable Suits are offered and
insured by our unqualified guarantee of satisfac-
tion. Of partieular imterest in this feature event are
the striking values we are presenting at 5_45 m)
-

and at $35.00, $40.00, $50.00, $60.00.

Aaaa st Lol o g ol

tanley & Jackson

10117 JASPER AVENUE




