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. Fredericton, N. B., March 21.—(Special)
. —Premier Tweedie brought down the bud-
*get in the house this evening and, after
¢ speaking for little more than an hour,
. moved adjournment of the debate, which
® was made the order .of the day for to-
The premier was in good form and his
remarks were well received and frequently
" applauded.
. TFredericton, March 21—~The house met
" at 8 o’clock. Hén. Mr. I'weedie submitted
. the estimates for the current year by mes-
. sage from the Lieuteaant Governor.
" The estimated receipts are $884,200, and
i‘ the estimate of expenditures §867,675, leav-
ing en estimated surplus of $16,524%.
" Hon. Mr. Tweedie then proceeded to
- deliver his budget speech. ;
' He mid:..‘The financial statement of
. the affairs of the province is a matter ot
" the greatest interest to persons on both
- mides of the house. It is of interest to
' the supporters of the government because
_ it enables them to judge whether the gov-
' ernment continuzs to be worthy of their
_gupport. It is of interest to the opposi-
tion of the government becausé’ ‘it  mves
. them material with which to attack it.
Pl o e o
During the past year the. condition ot
“the province has been fairly prosperous
“RItHolgh “tirere has-beotr "a “"depression”
~the lumber jndustry. This depression cast
@ gloom ove: the operators for they fear
. ed that it was likaly to last a long tume.
" Unfortunately it came at a time when &
- change had been made in tHe rate of

3 ge. < So iy «
i 'This house is aware that for many years
-1 the rate for spruce was $1 a thousand and
. ¢he mileage $8 a mile, with the right to
renew dach year for $4.

After the twenty-five years system ot
~ leases was adopted a great many persons
" obtained - land "at an upset price of £3,
. which in a few years became extremely
~ valuable, for the price of lumber kept go-
‘ ing np until it reached its highest point
5_ about three years ago. At that time our
4 ;{h:gemtbra made a great deal of oney.
5 e government moting with satisfaction
. the improvement of the lumber industry:
- did mot -immediately raite the Tate of
é stumpage, because they -considered that

>

““the ljumber men had suffered losses and
. they wished to give them a chance to re:
“‘coupe themselves. But after a time it be-
' came evident:that a change in stumpage
£ ¢hould be made s6 that a ‘larger reveuue|
might be derived from that' great indus-

?

7 When the depression came efforts werc
made by the lumbermen to ~-have the
stumpage reduced. - Tt - was argued’ that
. that trade could not stand- the-inereased
¥ yates. But the . government considered
* that the lumbermen had been making a
great deal of money for several years avnd
that the lands they bad leased had in-
" creased immensely in value. Therefore
hey thought that it would not be in the
" $nterests of the province to accede to their
wishes :
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‘Besides, we were able to show thal the
depression was only temporary and I am
happy to say that the cloud has passed
eway and that now our lumber industry
is in a fairly prosperous condition.

The Biggest Yet. » 7 .

One result of the increase has been that
.. our ferritorial revenue A was  larger last
year than ever before, redching the large
_ gum of §206,424. There is, therefore, no
" reason to doubt the value of the timber
lands 'of the province, por is theré amny
reason for saying that we are oppressing
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... this industry.
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Some people have afiirmed that the pol-
““joy of ‘the Quebec goverrment is more
" favorablé to the lumbermen than ours,
but those who have lumbered in both
provinces and who have a right to kuow,
prefer the conditiohs that exist in New
‘ PBrumswick. The great increase that has
- taken place in our territorial revenue
* ghows that we hav® in-our lumber lande
an asset of great value, and that is ome
- of the reasons why our credit is the best
* of any province in'Caunada. :
I If we were willing to sell our lumber
lands outright they would bring in a sum
sufficient to pay off our entire debts arnd
leave a surplus so large that it would give
L. us almost as much revenue as the sum
we now derive from these lands, But this
government would never consent to adopt
such a policy as that which would place
_our Jumber lands in the hands of some
" great monopoly. Possessing such an asset
B in these lands is a sufficient answer to
7" those who accuge us of having added to
the bonded debt of the province.

. Agriculture.

Turning to the condition of our other
great industry agriculture we find that the
jpast year was not a favorable one.

B Our friends opposite who are attacking
“: the department of agriculture apparently
go on the assumption that the commis-
gioner is primarily responsible for the
failure of the crops. But we do not claim
to do the farming of the province. Lf the
season is bad and the crops fail we cannot
help it. Honorable members are aware
'/ that the past two winters have been ex-
tremely severe and that last year the
spring was late and the season very un-
favorable for putting in a crop. The de-
partment of agriculture was not respon-
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sible for that, It exists for the purpose of|

educating the farmers of the province and
leading them up to better and higher
methods and il caimot be denied that
since it came into existence a few years
ago the deparfment bas given a great im-
#- petus to agriculture. Although we have
“* “had lean years the sgbicultural policy ot
" the government has been very successtul
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compared with the estimates it will be
seen that we made an excellent forecast
of the probable event of the province the
recepits being something over $12,000 in
excess of our estimate. The territorial
revenue was greater by $21,000 than we
estimated. The succession duties exceeded
the estimate by nearly $10,000. There has
been a great deal of criticism in regard
to ‘the collection of these duties. It is a
very difficult matter to obtain accurate
statements of the value of estates for no
one wishes {0 pay more than he can help.
From my own experience when I was act-
ing attorney gemeral I knew something of
the work that the attorney gemeral has
to do to obtain- correct information, I
think -a change should be made in. the
value of an estate liable to duty. In Nova
Scotia the amount is $25,000, here it is
$50,000, and there are very few estates
which reach that sum.

A Ohange Likely.

Mr. Hazeéh—Do you contemplate redue-
ing the amount?

Hon, Mr. Tweedie—The matter is mot
yet-decided, but I think it would be wise
to do so.

:Our "éstimate of the emount obtained
from the dominion government on account
of wharves was nearly $7,000 more than

the sum neceived. This is due to the fact

that there is a great deal df red tape and
-delay in payirg such claims. The domin-
ion government has agreed to pay one-half
of the cost of certain wharves on the tidal
waters of the St. John river. This is done
on the report of their engineer and some-
times there is much delay in obtaining
this report. The amount, however, is due
and it will be paid. There is a sum of up-
wards of $12,000 on waccount of fishery
leases due by the dominion government,
which I estimated for last year and which
has not yet been paid. Iintend to keep this
sum in the estimates and I expect to get
it for the money has been promised. It
was promised both by the minister of
marine and the minister of justice, and 1
may eay that every etatement that has
been made by the attorney general and
toysalf in regard to our dealings with the
dominion government has been the abso-
lote truth. ' ;

There have been many changes in the
fisheries department since this claim ‘was
first made. It was started in the time of

' Sir Louis Dayies and now we are ending

with Mr. Prefontaine. Any one who goes
to Ottawa to press a claim like this must
often be sick at heart as I bave been when
on such missions, The only thing we can
do is to keep continually pressing  these
claims, and I feel that if we can rely on
the promises that have been made to us
all these oustanding matters will be set-
tled in a eatisfactory mammer.

Rights of the Province.

Thig is no reagon why our fishery daims
should be a debt, Under the decision ' of
the Privy Council we own the land above
which the fisheries are carried on. We
could stop the leasing of oyater beds and
we could alo stop the fishing for salmon,
lobsters and smelts in tidal waters if we
wished. We could demand a license from
all these fishermen, but we don't wish to
take any such extreme steps.

. Honorable genntlemen know that after
confederation the dominion government
undertook to couirol net only our eea
fisheries but the fisheries on our inland
waters, and tto sell the right to fish which
belonged to us. We bave been obtaining a
revenue of from $8,000 to $12,000 a year,
for several yemrs pust from our inland
fisheries, and we bhave a rightful cloim
against the dominion government for tak-
ing away our revenue from these
‘fisheries for eo many years.
claim which we are pressing and in which
we ought to receive the support of both
gides of the 'house.

Finances.

It is hardly necessary for me to go into
a statement of debt and expenditure for
the past year, for our friends opposite
have been asking so many questions that
they must possess most of that inforina-
tion already. They have a right to ask
these questions and I am sure they will
acquit the government of endeavoring to
withhold information. On the fifth page
of the auditor general’s report will be
found a statement of the liabilitics and
assets of the province. Taking up the lia-
bilities of the provinee we have first the
chief item of debt, being the provincial
debentures representing a total sum of
$3,700,846.86, showing an increase during
the year of $54,500.

The increase avises as follows:

Grain elevator and wharves, St. John,
$2,500.

Beersville Railway, $11,000.

New Brumswick Coal and Railway Com-
pany, $44,500. ’

Bonds redeemed, $38,000. ;

Smallpox ‘epidemic $3,500—$54,500.

The rate of interest on these bonds
runs from thrée to six per cent, the aver-
age being nearly four per cent. There are
now $622,000 of eix per cent bonds - out-
standing which will fall due up to the
year 1911. Of these $80,000 fall due this
year and $119,000 next year. Provision has
been ‘made to tedeem these bonds when
they fall due. The outlook at present is
not encouraging for the sale of bonds, and
it may be expedient for the province 1o
resort to shonrt term louns 1o meet these
maturing bonds. :

Our Credit High.

Some gentlemen are aware that when

efforts on their behalf.

mecessary a great deal of sameness for the
figures do not differ greatly from year to

and the truth of this is shown by the tact |
that the farmers of the province are be-! pongy cannot be sold so readily as at
hind this government and appreciute 188, 41, .0 of depression.

wear.
Turping hvthevwooeé‘ptaoi the year as |

business is brisk and capital is in demand

Tn 1898 I sold upwards of a million dol-

' In making a budget speech there 7‘3] lars worth of three per cent bonds at 06.

Last vear the premier of Nova Scotia
went to England to eell three miillion dol-
lars worth of 33 bonds and all he could
get for that was 94 which, when all the

That is a |

‘commissions were pail did not amonul to
over 92. I only speak of this to show that
the present is mot a good time ito sell

bonds. :

In 1203 T placed $!50,000 worth of three
and a half per cent. bonds at 963, whereas
the Nova Seotia loan of last year only re
alized 24. This is an evidence that this
government is not neglecting the interests
of the province and that its credit is good.
No province of Canada had in recent, years
sold its bonds us well as we have. We
do not Tequire to go to England to sell
our bonds, but we can dispose of them 10
our own dominion. We will see what is
best to be done when these bonds ia-
ture. If, like the province of Nova Scolia,
we owed the bank $3,000,000, we might be
in a difliculty, but that is not our cuse.
We are not forced to sell bonds at a sac-
rifice. But if an opportunity should occur
to effect a good sale I think it would be
good policy 1o sell bonds sufficient to re-
deem these. maturing bonds even if they
were ‘not all due at the time of the sale.

The amount of -four per cent. debentures
contains an item of $2,000, representing
the amount of four bonds called in in 1898,
but which were mot presented for pay-
ment. Within the past few days these
bonds have come in-and have been paid,
the holders alleging they were nut aware
the bonds had been called in. The gov-
ernment has decided that it would tneet
the equities of the case to pay interest
at the rate ‘'of 3 per cent. since 1808. 1f
we paid 4 per cent. it would  encourage
others to hold back their bonds after they
had been called in.

The provineial bospital comes next,
showing an over expenditure of &17,764,
the ameunt in the previous year was $14,-
896, showing an increase in this Hability
of $2,867.

Bridges.

The board of works acouuts show a
balance on ordinary account overdrawn
of $5,133, and an advance for permanent
buildings of $83,382. This question of
permanent buildings has been discussed
pretty often in this house. I think we are
zetting pretly near the end of our ex-
penditufe for this purpose. I am glad
that the policy of using covered wooden
buildings huas been largely adopted, 1
think them alinost equal to steel-buldings

4 in many cases, and they do ndt mneed =o

much . looking atter, for steel :buildings
have to be painted very often—cvery year
or two.

. There js an item of $2,58 in the depart-
ment of agriculture on suspense account
for the purchase of seed, and $914 for the.
purchase of horses, a totai of $3,499. ‘I'he
account last year stood at $4,707 so that
the swn of $1,208 has been paid off during
the year. The amount for the purchase of
the Borse is covered by a fi st-class secur-
ity of individuals in the county of North-
umberland.

To Change Game Laws.

The crown land department shows un
over expenditure on game account of $10,-
000. We propose to make some altera-
tions in our gume laws, and I think i
might as avell go into the matter at some
length tonight. I look upon our game as
a great and valuable asset. A few years
ago New Brunswick nvas not known as a
sporting country and the revenue from
that source did not exceed a thousand dol-
lavs. Now gume has increused so that it

{ reaches the sum of $16,00) or $17,000. This

province is getting a reputation as a game
country. but J am not quite subisfied that
our system of protection and payments
for licenses is not capable of improvement.

I think it would be impossible for us
to do Dbetter under the present game laws
than we have dome. As soon as the close
| season commences applications are made
! by parties to be appointed game wardens,
| and sometimes, when they do ot succeed
in their applications, they write letters to
the newspapers telling how the game 18
being destroved. But when we tind large
game such u¢ moose and deer increasing it
would seem to show fthat our game laws
are quite effective.

Moose are becoming abundant, and ouly
a year or two ago a couple of them found
they way into the city of 8t. John, I am
convinced that sportsmen from = abroad
who come to hunt our game expend from
$150,000 to $200,000 here cvery year. ‘Qur
policy is to encouragze foreign sportsmen
to come in. I attended the meeting of
the Fish and Game Association in Sl
John and was pleased to find our policy
commended by partics from abroad as the
most advanced of any in Americ.

Higher License Fees.

‘We propose, however, to make some
changes, one .of which avill be to iucrease
the license fee to von residents irom $30
to %50, We believe that just as many
persons will come under the proposed ar-
rangements as mnow., In Newtoundland,
where there are no moose, they charge
€100 for a license to shoot caribon. As
large game are plentiful in New Bruns-
wick I do not think %50 is too much. We
will increase the license to residents to $5.

Ar. Hazen—Does that apply to shovting
deer”

Hon, Mr, Tweedie—Yes. There- i @
diffieulty in making a distinetion for gome-
times a pemwon with a license to shoot
deer might shoot a wwose by wmislake.
Wihen the bill is introduced the surveyor
general will invite the opinion of the
whole houreé with regard to the proposed
changes. 1 bave received a colmmuiica-
Gion from the organization whidh calls it-
seli the Guides’ Association of New Bruns-
avick, makiug a number of suggestions for
changes in the law. Some of these 1 think
are goud but others appear to be in the in-
terest of the guides themselves. The
guides suggest that the open season for
big eame ehould begin on the first - of
September instead of the fifteenth as at
present. I think the preseut date is early
enough, and that the open season might
be ehortened instead of being lengthened.
There was a great oulery ab fivst against
the guine luws as Lere now is agallst the
pighway aob in certain quarters. Peoble

on but now the poople recognize the bene-
fit of the game Jlaws and uphold them.

A Word re Guides.

The Guides’ Agsociation, 1 may say, bas
no right to call itwelf by its present name
because it is confined to guides in a limi-
ted portion of the province. We propose
to make a provincial guides’ association,
of which the surveyor gemeral will be the
head. The guides think that the lieense
fees should not be increased, but I think
that nvhen the number of sportsmen is in-
creasing we ghould increase the license fee,
for we want to preserve our game and
have them increased. Qur game laws just
came ab the right time for somme of our
fur bearing animals, such as otter, minl,
and beaver, were almest extinct. Now
they are quite plemtiful.

In regard to game wardens only capable
persons wiho are familiar with the locali-
ties and can traverse the the woods on
enows=hoas should be appointed. Game war-
dens should pass an examination as to
their qualitications 1o the position, and
they should be required to veport to the
departinent monlhly. It has also been
suggested that there should be a head
warden who should visit the svardens from
time {0 time amnd see that they are doing
their duty. .

I think also that there should be a cluse
season every five yeams, of which notice
should be given several years’in advance,
It is also suggested that there should be
an open season for partridge. A think we
might take off the prohibition this year,
for we have protected partridge for some
years. It is suggested also that there
should be a tag for moose heads corres-
ponding with the number of the game
license so as to be able to ascertain if the
moose has been killed by a duly licensed
person. The guides also suggest a bounty
on wilkd cats, but T thivk that we have
had enovugh of that, for when a bounty was
granted before it invelved us in an enor-
mous expence. They propese licenses for
dealers in game meat and for taxidermiste,
and 1 think that is o good suggestion.
They propese to prohibit the carrying of
guny or ritles in the close season, and that
also is worthy of consideration. It is also
sugyested that the quantity of game birds
to be killed should’ be limited. At pres.
ent there is no limit.. :

Grand Falls Development.

There is amoug the liabilities of the
province aun. item of $10,000 under the
heading Grand -Faller Water Power Co.
This is pn account o the deposii provided
for by act of assembis.: The balance re-
quired, $40,000, was deposited on the first
of March this year by the company pro-
pesing to develop the wwater power at
Grand Falls. 'We think this is a proof of
the care of the government for province
interests. We have .estoblisied the prin-
ciple that a company wishing to get a
valuable franchise should make a deposit
with the government as a guarantee of
good faith.

The coundition of this deposit iz that if
the company carry oui their propgsal to
complete their work and expend 3,000,000
at Grand Falls within five years we will
return them their money with three per
cent interest, As the pemons wiho form
this eompany . are business men there is
no doubt that their echeme avill be car
ried out. This is a matter of vast im-
portance to New Brunswick. The idea of
the company is not only to expend a large
suin in harnessing the water power but to
supply eleetricity to places as far away as
St. Johu.

A Big Plan.

They bave a minimum power of 39,000
honse at Grand Falls and they propose to
build there the largest pulp and paper mill
in the world, with & capacity of 600 tons
a day. \

Arrangements have already Dbeen inade
with Aiwnerican parties for the purchase of
400 tons of paper a day when the mill is
in operation. This means also the taking
over of the over the lumer lands of the
railway from ©t, Leonard’s to Campbell-
ton. The government, I think, can look
with pride to their action in this natter.
One objection that nvas made to the Res-
tigotche Railway was that it would burn
up the forests, but the company proposes
to run the railway by electricity ep that
this danger avill be avoided.

Mr. Hazen—Do they propose 1o buy this
railway

Hon, Mr. ‘I'weedie—They will if they
can get it. They would also like to buy
the lands of the N. B. Co. in that vicinity,
Assets.

Turning {rom our kubilities {0 our assels,
we have in the first place the balance to
the credit of the province at Ottawa,
$529.299, the esame amount as last year.
We have sinking funds amounting to
$113,855, an increasc of $16,165 over last
yeéar. The agricultural depariment shows
a sum of assets mude up of motes and
uncollected accounts from purchasers of
eeed and horees amouuting to $2.205. Ap
plication is made continually for eced, but
there is sometimes a difficulty in getling
payment for them {rom the farmers. 1
sometimes think that unworthy persons
get these seods to the detrimont of worthy

cople who really need theun.

The net debt of the provinee is now $3,-
415,634, This is not a large sum. It s
emall in -comparison with the debt of
British Columbia, which has a debt of
$14,000,000 and pays $700,000 in intervest
although its populution is much smalicr
than that of New Brunswick.

Then, in the statement of assels we do
not count our crown lands which are of
mninense value, or our buildings. There
is no doubt that we have aswets of four
times as great as the amount of our debt,
and having them our people have no rea-
won do feel despondent. This province
does more for its people than any other
provinee in Canada.

Hon. Mr. Tweedic moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate and will conclude his
sﬁ':cc.h tomorrow. The house then adjourn-
od.

¥redericion, N. B.. DMarch 22—Lhe hokse
resuwed at 8 g'clock.

thought their Tights mere being infringed

TWEEDIE ANNOUNCES A SURPLU

&

- The order of the day being called, Hon.
Mr, Tweedie said:—

Last night, when I moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate, I was speaking of the
debt and assets of the province, and 1
drew attention to the fact that a large
amount of six per cent. debentures would
fall due during the next six years, which
will be replaced by bonds at a low rate
of interest. ‘Besides that, there will be a
number of four per cent. bonds coming
due, and on the whole we expect to save
at least $15,000 a yeur in interest of these
bonds. 1t will be wise, I'think, for the
finance minister of this province, whoever
he may be, to place a loan for an amount
sufficient to cover them when a good op-
portunity arises, aud. to leaves:the money
at interest for the purpose of taking them
up when they fall duc. The whele sum to
be retired in this way amounts to abomt
$925,000. s

Turping to the expenditure of the year,
I find that the item for the administration
of justice amounted to $19,133, showing an
excess of $823 over the ecstimate. ‘Lhis
excess was caused by an under estimate of
the amount of jury fees.

The expenditure for agriculture was $35,-
516, or %908 less than cstimated. ‘'I'he
particulars will be found in the auditor-
general’s report.

Exhibition Salaries Too Much.

The sum of 3,100 was expended on exhi-
bitions;, Sometimes doubts are expressed
as to the utility of such. expenditures.
Looking at the St. Johu exhibition, where
the receipts amounted to about §32,000, it
bas seemed to me that too much money
was expended on salaries in proportion to
the amounts given for prizes. In some
places complaints have been gnade that ex-
hibitions are degenerating into mere
shows. ; .

Tu Chatham we have a splendid exhibi-
tion building, in which three exhibitions
have been held, and at avbich
we  have received altogether  the
sum of $3000. We arc able to
hold an exhibition in QChatham aud to
defray all the expenses out of the receipts.
1 regret that the persons to whom as-
sistance was: offered for the purchase of
seod in QCarleton county appear t8 bave
misunderstood our ability to help them
and rvefused to take the money. .1 feel
that sufferers from the failure of the crops
are cntitled to our sympathy and our aid
as far as we can give it.

Additional 81,000 for Mr. Duff-
Miller. :

For the agent-general in London we paid
the sum of $1,000. This gentleman ex-
pends much more than that on visitors
from this province, who go to London. We
propose to increase the amount of his
allowance this year to $2,000. Lvery one
speaks most highly of his courtesy at Lon-
don to visitors from this province.

With regard te the question of emigra-
tion from Yondon, three years ago T recog:-
nized the difficulty under which we Jwbor
in regard to obtaining inunigrants. Lhe
policy of the dominion government favors
sending them to the west, and hardly recog-
nizes these castern provinees. I think 1t
a great pity there is not a suitable build-
ing in London conneeted with the high
commissioner’s office, in which each prov-
ince could have rooms and where informa-
tion could he obtained in regard to all the
provinces: i
Salvation Army Scheme Favored.

We have now an application before us
from Commissioner Coombs, of the Salva-
tion Army, who iproposes 1o bring out
working men and servant girls of good
character. They are thrifty people, who
wish to Detter their condition, and also
people with some captal. The army 18
able to locate these people, and take cate
of them through its agencies, and the total
cost to the province will vot exceed ¥3 a
bead. AVe are considering the advisabibty
of adopting this proposition to a Jianited
extent. We think the experviment 1s well
worth trying.

But if we wish to have immigration we
must have industries so that the pecple
can obtain employment when they come
here.

1f the industries to be developed by the
irand Falls water power reach our expec-
tation they will prove a powerful immi-
gration agency, for wherever there is em-
ployment labor awill follow. I think the
dominion government should pay more at-
tention to these eastern provinces and al-
lot a portion of the em’gration expendi-
ture to them, instead of sending all the im-
migrants to the Northwest.

We expended $2,000 on the Champlain
tercentenary. [Some people objected to
this, and d had my own doubts. 1 think
when people desire to get up a celebration
they should help themselves. This prov-
ince gives more money to the people than
any other iu the dominion. The result 18
disastrous to ‘public spivit, for the people
expect the government to do evarything.
People ought to learn to help themeelves,
One good public spirited citizen is worth
more than all the government can give.

The expenditure on account of the deaf
and dumb institution, ¥redericton, amount-
ed to %910.

Mr. Hazen—What about the St. John in-

NEW BRUNSWICK’S PREM

S OF $16.500

{ER, HON. L. J;"TWEEDIE

of the province, the crown of our common |
school system. It is uunfortunate that it |
£0 limited for means. 1 would like to be
able to endow it more largely and I hopei
the time'is not far distant when we will)
be able to give a larger grant to this in-|
stitution.
A refercnce to the edueational report!
shows that our counlry schools are not -]

year. I hope to see a change in the law|

ment of trustees for whole parishes, in-
stead of for districts, to overcome the -
fluence of unecducated men, who may be-
come district trustees, and who have no
appréciation of the bencfits of education
or desire to see their children better edu-
cated than themselves. .

We have now at IKingston a consolidated
school, which has (been founded by the
liberality of Sir William Macdonald and
the energy of Prof. Robentson. 1 visited

saw there. This school will be supported
for- three years by the Macdonald fund,
after which the province will take charge
of it. Prof. Robertson tells me that he in-
tends to make it one of the finest schools
in the world. I am sure you would all be
delighted to see it, and in June 1 will try
to arrange it so that members of the legis-
latwre will visit that. school.

I am pleased tu find that exGovernor
McClelan intends to give a large sun ta

side and I hope other schools 'of the same
class will 'be started. _

The expenditure on account of execu-
tive government was $51,032, which was
Jess than the estimate; for fisheries pro-

$1,078; factory commission, $500.
Smallpox Was Costly.

An estimate of $13,600 was made for
public health, including smallpox.: The
expenditure reached $18,672—the ordinary
expemse of the provincial board, $1,605,
and smallpox, $17,067.

The total cost of the smallpox epidemic
to the close of the fiscal year 1904 was
$83,581. Authority was *given to issuc

for the unusual expenditive caused by this
epidemie.  Of these, $6,500 huve been paid
off.

When we are chavged with expending
large sums we can point to this item of
$83,000 which we had to incur to protect
the public health, Will any one say we
should have thrown the whole of ithis bur-
den upon the municipalities? 1f we bad
done so, business interests would have
suffered. -

The largest item in the interest account
is the coupons upon the bonded debt.
These to the amount of $135,958 were paid
last year, leaving §5.519 of overdue cou-
pons outstanding. The average interest
paid upon the bonded debt was mearly
four per ceut but this rate will be ma-
terially reduced when the six per cent
bonds now nearing maturity are paid off.

The expenditure on account of the lex:
islative assembly was $29.431. There was
an inerease of $9.000 caused by the in-
crease in the indemnity. The expenditure
on mining account was $9,979. Most of
this expenditure was on account of the
diamond drill whieh is olmost consiantly
in use. 1t is now operating at Lepreaux.
where there are said to e large depogits
of iron likely 1o become extremely valu-
able.

Perhaps Enlarge Asylum Annex.

_ The expenditure on {h2 provinciii hos-
pital amounled to $60.988 and the halance

stitution.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie—!We propose Lo give
it the usual grant. ™ost of the deal and
dumb children are there now, und the
school is reported to be inta tlourishing
coudition.

The expenditures for contingencies are
about the usual figures. This account em-
Draces the running expenses. of the prov-
ince for departmental and legislutive equip-
ment. Ihe total account was $18,298, about
one-half of which was expended on account
of the legislative assembly.

The expenditurc for education was %205,
745, which was $9,399 less than -estimated.

The Matter of Our Universities.

Some people complain of the graut we
gave the university, and say thut Mount
Allison and 8t. Joseph ought to receive a
graitt. T cannot sec that thesc institutions
stand in the same category as our upiver-
sity. It is a part of the educalional system

against the institution wt the close of the
| year was $17.764. We have appointed Do
| Anglin superintendent. 1 have every con-
[ fidence we bave made a Vise selection.
He bas mude tnany- sugga ions’ towards
improvement. Two physicians were ap-
pointed to examine the paticnts and they
report 5¢ per cent of the patients could
be taken care of elsewhere. The difficulty
has arisen from certilicates of insanity
being too frecly granted by physicians.
Some people seen to-have feared we in-
tended to turn these people out but there
is no such intention. We realize they
must be cared for and many can be placed
in the annex, which can be enlarged and
leave more room for the insane who can
be improved by treatanent. A bill will
be introduced .to carry oul some of the
suggestions. The effect will be ‘to male
it more difficult to get people into the
hospital. /

Dealing with the estiwates for ihe pres-

1
increasing the county school fund to iif\y‘
cents, and I will also advocate the appoint- |

it last fall, and was delighted at what 1|

eslablish a consolidated school at River-|

tection, $3.382; protection of crown lands, !

bonds to the extent of $70.000 to prun‘\luj

eng_year, Mr. Tweedie caid the item of
dominion subsidies is the same as beforec.
Territorial revenue, he continued, I es-
timate at $286.000 and I think this will
be reached. The Miramichi pulp mill has
now been started and there will be a
large addition to the siumpage on account
of the Tumber cut to supply that mill.
There are but few changes from the es

ercasing. 1t is difficult to get teachers,| .. . i iPhera will be an
and 400 districts were without schools msn;‘“m'“" o lagt year. Tuere Vi

additional sum for forcst protection. This
is a very important matter. We have not
suffered mmuch from forest fires on crown
 land since the long lease system, for the
| lessces see their forests are protected
| against fire. We will ask for some changes
| in the law rélating to this subject. Ouwe
‘will be to provide a penalty for tearing
down notices warning parties mot to set
fires.

_ There is an item of $875 for prewiums
to guarantec compauies for their bonds of
public ofticers. The province will pay
| this sum. ‘The premium is very. small.
forty ecnts on $100.

Another matter is the fish hatchery for
trout at Bartibogue. This was started
two years ago and has been very success-
| ful. It is proposed to supply ova to stock
j the pivers and private parties can obtain
{ them on reasonable terms. Last year
| thirty-four live irout were taken from this
| hatehery to. the exhibition in New York
fand formed one of its most attractive fea-
! gures. :
| I think it cannot be denied our financial
\ affairs are in a fair condition. We do not
i stand as well as Outario with its darge
, revenue but considering the means at our
| dispesal and. the many calls upon us, I

think we have done well.

: The Chipman Railway.

The matter of the advance of $30,000
! to the N. B. Railway & Coal Company
| will come up later and I will be prepared
| to justity the action of the government
i to the fullest exteot. We could not af-
| ford to allow this important enterprisc to
i drop. 1 feel satisfied this road will e
| taken over by the G. T. P. and will be
| a fecder for the winter port of St. John.

| This great railway will need a great deal -

| of coal and tlere is an abundance of good
qua]i(y in this district. Mj.l];ious' of tons
jare in sight and the govermment has a
i vihit do see every facility is afforded for
{ proper development of these mines. Some
| time ago Mo, Wainwright, of the Graud
: Trunlk, went over this road with his en-
! gineer awl his report was most favorable.
He was surprised at dls excellent condi-
tion. bBut the management had not been
good und 1 insisted of o change and a
Jproper audit before giving further assisi-
ance. The management wag changed and
jmmediately the road began to pay.

In December last the receipts exceeded
the expenditure by from $200 to $300 and
there is no question that in the course of
time the read will pay handsomely.

After referring to winter troubles, he
said: Now the road is open for traflic

wment. We could have sold $30,000 worth
of coal in St. John last winter. The 1.
C. R. bad ordered 5000 tons, .

We have been attacked by the  opposi-
tx?n and their organs and spoken of as a
dizeredited government in whieh mo one
had any faith.. The wvecord epeaks for
itselfl and tells a very diffevent story. ivx
every county the peaple repose coufidence
ul us and we have uot lost a ‘byc,(fh\_-.linu
in five yeurs except in  Lhe city of £t.
John. Our friends oppoeite after ull their
altacks did not venture to put up a can-
dldwt»e' in Westmonland,Carleton or Nort)-
umb«’erlumd. That epeaks for ifscll. It
Las ‘pecn cliimed by 4he opposition vress
that when the auditor-general made his
cf.ut\meuh the deficit would Le the larg-ct
since confederation. That was ‘,}m,"ih«:
Sun said and when {he figures were pub-
]{:lled it was shown there was no deficit.
,l..hey find fault with our way of lecping
the accounts. But the system has not
been changed, .

Do Not Fear Criticism.

Who was it 1 way ask that introduced
the plan of publishing the state of the
accounts at the end of the tiscal year? It
was the present covernent and that
burcl'\.v‘ Was aun indication we are not afraid
of criticisin or unwilling to show the true
state of the province.

I may ask also do our efforts in regard
to the fisheries, the distribution of seats.
Aanereased subsidies, and the prosecution of
the various claims we have against the

l {Coutinued on page 4, 6th column)

!

and 6,000 tons of coal arc ready for ship- ~




