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"PENDERS WAL WORKS

- A Busy, Bustling Hive
~ - of Industry.

Some Facts About One of
St. John’s Greatest
Enterprises.

)

" American Steel and Wire
¢ Combine.

During the last yesr thers have been
organisrd in the United Btates a number
of tremendous ccmbines, and among
she one in the eteel industry called
o «merican Steel and Wire Company.
It has been stated that the effect of thie
erzanisation would be felt by some
“zénctes of Canaiian manufactare. The
<& mapufectarers it was stated wounl,
i+ handlespped by an incresse in the
..¢ive of rod steel from which wire nails
are made. Mr. James Pender, the head
of James Pender & Co, (ltd.) was yee-
terday interviewed on the rubjsct. He
stated $hat toe combine in the rod steel
husiness wae one of the biggest things
that hld( ¢ taken place. John W.
Gates, the son of & western farmer, hod
organis:d it. Daring the past year ke
had succeeded in consclidating from 40
to 50 plante, or sll of any-conseqnence in
tLz Dnited States. The American Bteel
and Wire Company not only now con-
trolled the rod miile but all plants which
manufactared from rods, such as nail
mills, wire milie, etc. Some they had
to purchase at fancy figures, for one
they had paid 200 per cent more than
the cost. For one mill $8400,000 was
paid. The coneolidated mills were in a
position to sbeolutely control the busi-
ness in the United States, sa English
and German mills were too busy to com-
pete with them. The combine bought
five steamsehipe on the lakes to carry ore
to their furnaces, and he understood
were going intc mining fo obtain ore.
Advantage bae been taken of the busy
condition of Eoglieh and German manu-
imotarers to get some retarn from large
investments, and the price of rod steel
was now being quoted at $34 50 a ton, or
$11 50 a ton more tkan the lowest figure
of 1898. Mr. Pender sald he had kept
the wires bot for a month trying to get

“rod steel, and had succeeded in gettirg
8,000 tons at remsonable rates. He could
not purchase today for less than the
figures $he combine chose to give him.
The supply he had was enough fo run
his factory at fall capacity ten months,
and by that time he looked for German
eompetition to reduce the price,

In going through the works with Mr.
Pender the reporter discovered ome of

Bu, the busiest and most integesting places

o
-
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‘-ail works are situated in Lower
what is known as the Charlotte
teneion. This ie almost on a
ist, which farnishea the best of
w the schooners in which the
rial, or steel rods, are brought
w York. The worke are the
1ent of economy of space, and
neny practical examples of the
Ation of power and effort. Fr.m
1¢@ to the shipping rooms all is
.25, and throughowt the factory a
-yréhensive system is eeen indicating
.7 vresence of a master mind at the
:-ad «f the industry. ¢
Tr nish:d products of the factory
-»a. e nails, toe calks and shoe rivets,
229 wire, baling wire, and last the
%t important product—wire nails of
~ii kinds and sizes, from tiny brads to
m;gm'ott: apdk‘es.
- @ factory gives steady employment
$oseventy hands. T
Although by no means the most im-
nt branch of the manufacturing the
ree nail department is one of the most
intereeting. I'ne nails are manufactured
. from the best Swedish iron—the tougheat
- known. Itcomesin bars and theee are
shaped into nails with the most startling
rapidity, Twostyles of machine are re-
quired for the operation. The firet is the
forging machine of which there are five.
One operator is required for each. In
passing thr-ugh the works attention is at
once arrested by them. In froniof esch
the operator stands manipulating bars
of iron abou: ten feet long by 3 of
an inch broad and Of & jes
thickness. About 15 of the rods
#re iueerted into 8 farnece which
hests them red for a couple of feet. The
‘operator takes one of these &nd inserte
it into the jaws of a mecbisas which
meezee the end iuto 8 roogh nail or
- catg it from the bar and drops
ad hot into a pen after cutting it off,

ZER

auily the bar plides in again
#L blank {8 formed and cutl off and
ihe ‘vation is continued until the
heate wtion of the bar has been con-
stumec Che remainder is then plunged
into th. 1eating farnace, from which

anather bar is taken to replace the firat
“n the jaws of the machine, When the

ankg are sufficiently cool they are
umbleqd to remove the scale #nd are
saken to what is known ag the pointing
machine, of which there are four. Into
this the{ are droppad, one by one, by
the girl in cbarge., Her labors are
ended when she lets go of the blank;

‘| ner,

when the machine drops the piece of
me:d, and it drops 90 & minate, it ls &
perf=ct horee nail, ready to be shipped
after the oil has been removed from it
The machine firat gives the blank s
<queese, which straightens and at the
@ .me time stiffens if, then passing oo it
1. veveled, then the poiatis formed
and the blank is & nail.

The wire nsils are mads much more
rapidly, snd i¢ i8 in their manufactare
the roi steel, which bas given the rea-
son for this article, plays a most con-
epicuous part. Rod is a rather mie-
lea ing technical term for la:ge rolls of
soft Bessimere steel wire, wuich come
in fonr gizes—one five-s:xteenths of an
inch ic diemeter, from which epikes
are made, and tns others samewhat
smaller, the emallest being about 38 16,
which ave turned inio the wire nail of
commer-@ in the most ingenious man
When the rod is received it
i¢ enrfaced with & s8cale, the
re ult of it last contact with fire. Thie
black crust is barder than tbe steel it
covers snd to save the dies of the draw-
{ng mackines it ia removed by pluanzing
it into & large vat containing & eo.ution
of sulphuric scid snd then washing it
with & stream of w:ter bebind which is
a pressure of 80 pounls to the inc .
This strram washes off the scale and
the bundies are then dippei several
times into sanother tank contsining
slackened lime A oolﬂng of this lime
18 thus put on the rod. The operations
hus far are much simpler than wounld be
suppoged, as they are sli accomplisted
by one man, who is assisted by & hy-
draulic crape, from the arm of which a
pumber of tne bundles of rods are sus
pet ded snd dipped.

The next process ie that of drawing
Thie i» the usual method of wire draw-
ing, the rod being haaled throngh a
plate in which there is & hole of dimin-
{shing size, Thus its dismeter ie reduc-
ed and its length increased. To reduce
the 104 t0 & #153 neceseary for emall
nails several successive drawings are
necessary. A repetition of the drawing
hardens the steel so it J8 mnecessary to
soften it by heating it in an aunealing
tarnace and allowirg it to cool slowly.
In the drawiog process the lime coatiug
combines with tne drawiog grease and
orevents the rod ecratching or breaking.
The rod bhaving been reduced
to one of the dismeters of tbe
nails which are to be made, it is
teken to the wire pail machines
It is placed on a reel, the end inserted
into the machine in muoch the same
mapper the bais are for horse naile, and
the machize begins spitting out finished
paile at the rate of from 260 to 590 per
minute, according to the style of machice
and the size of the nail. There are
31 of these machines ruoning overtime
day after day, and taree more of a newer
a.d faster kind are now on the way.
Mr Pender says the new ones wiil tarn
out nails like a snow storm. i

The operation of the machine is too
rapid for the eye to follow, The wire is
struck by a plunger and the head is
f.rmed. Jt mov e forward the length of
a nail and the meachine bites it ¢fl in
gucn 8 manner as to give it a sharp
puint.
aod instantly t2e bammer strikes tre
new end of the rod or wire forming sn-
other head. The rod moves forward
Anpother bite by the jaws of the machice
and aoother nail is ready for the builder.
The process is about the quickest thing
yet discoverad.

The firm started manufacturing wire
paile in 1892 with 10 machines of what
was the best pattern at tnat time. The
ten penny esize ran at the rate of about
180 & minute, and tke four penny size at
a 240 a minute rate. Bince that time the
speed and the durability of nail
machines have been increased by im-
improvements and inventions so mnch
go that the old style canpot compete
profi‘ably with the new. Three yeare
ago s new type of machine called
the double ender was purchased.
This machine makes & nail with
the forward and ome with the
backward stroke, dropping them into
iwo pans. This has been i rproved by
partially rebuilding it and is now the
fastest nail machine in Canada of its
size. ' It makes a keg of four penny nsi's
in less than an bour, La t epring five
new machinee of another type were ob-
tained. The¢se macbizes have been ruc-
ning steadily ever since and have proven
themeelves capable of turning out from
one third to one-half more nails than
the machines which were considered
nearly perfec: in 1892, The practical ze-
sult of the introduction of these ma-
chines has been to increase the output
of the Iactory by an average
one keg a machice each dsy.
It bas always the object of mansgement
to produce the best possible resuits with
its plant. The addition of new ma-
chines is & part of this policy. It was
felt that this of iteel? would not produce
the greatest result, soan effort was made
to interest the operatore. About three
years ago & test was made of the factory
to dete:mine its utmost capacity. Tbe
tost 1asted one week and from the result
s standard of on'put was obtained. The
employes were informed it was resolved
to maintain this output. To make it an
otject for them to aseistin tuis it wes
stated that all the employes in the wire
pail works would be given & bonus of a
certain percentage on their wa es each
week the cutpat reached the standard
set. That this plan has been succeesful
{s ehown by the fact that they have
earned the bonus three out of foar weeks
since its inaugaration. Laust fall they
earned it twelve weeks without a bresk,

The introduction of improvementa in
machinery and the interesting of the
employes in & prac ical way in the bus-
ineea has borne fruit. This is ghown vy
a compasrieon of prodactiov. From Jau-
nary 1 to April 1 this year shipmente of
nails #nd wire have aggregated 1,012
tons. For the same period last year,
which wase better than any former year,
th- shipmenta ageregated 586 tove—an
increare of 426 tons, or about 76 per
cent of an incresse. The shipment of
wire in both cases was less than 1¢ per
cent of the whole. The day before
Grod Fridsy the shipments of naile
reached 1,000 cegs, and for the month of
March over 8,000 kege, which is & record
in this part of the country.

The American combination hag had a
beneficial effect on the Canadian
ket, and, notwithstanding the sbipmert:
up to the present time, James Pinder &
Co. (Ltd.) have still orders sofficient to
rnn them for a couple of months,

The neil drops into & pan.

HORRIBLE ~ CATASTROPHE

s
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Des'ructive Explosion in the
DaPont Powder Works,

Three Thousand Pounds of Smoksless
Powder Wrought Death &nd
Destruction,

Bravery of a Queens County
Man.

(Speclal Correspindence.)

Pexx's Grive, N.J., March 22—The
most destructive explosion in the history
of the Da Pont Smokeless Powder works
at Carney’s Poin', a short distance below
this town, occurred at 1255 to-day. Over
3,000 pounds of smokeless powder spent
its force an i wrought death and destruc-
tion. Three men were killed and about
35 were irjured. Besides the partial
destroction of the plant considerable
damage was done in this place. The
victims are Ieaac Layton, aged 50 years,
leaves & wife and five children; Charles
Ford, eged 46, leaves wife and four
children; Frank McGill, 21 years old
single. A partial liet of irjured is as,
followe: Wm. Schebrook, 25 years, mar-

ried, cut head, irjared internally, may
die; Alexis DaPont, 31 years, ¢cut about
the head; FrancisJ DaPont, 26 years,
cat face; Franc's DuPont, 54 years, cut
facr; R Burton Whiteeides, 26 years, elec-
trician, elightly injared; Charles Mun-
yon, 32 years, teeth knocked out, shoul-
der and side hurt; Wm Taylor, 26 years,
face cat, hair burned off and right hani
badly burped; Wm Vanderslice, 21
vears, hands cut; Wm Face Meyer, 34
years, face cut; Arthur Workman, 21
years, severely cat head; Harry Rnodes,
18 years, cat back of the right ear; Geo
Claypoole, 30 years, hands cut. The
firat explosion occurred at five minutes
of 1 o’clock, in the dryicg house, where
Layton and McGill were at work taking
trays of emokeless powder from trucks
Layton was inside the building, and
Mc@Gill had jast stepped to the ontside,
the explosion is pupposed to have bsen
caused by an over heated dry house,
where the powder ie dried. Lsayfon was
blown clear through the building, ani
was torn to atoms. His face with only
half ot his skull attached being the
isrgest piece found. McGill had a big
hole torn in the back of his head and an
artery cut under his right arm, bat still
retained consciousnees, He tried to run
away, but with each eucceeding concas-
sion was thrown to the ground. He final-
ly fell in the ditch, where he pleaded
with a fellow workmen who was paseing
to take bim out. re was carried to a
building where the workmen’s bicycles
were etored, and died there, a hall hour
|ater dynamite expl-ded. The explo-
eion at the dry house set off nine cans of
dynamite in the nitro-glycerine houte.
A big hole in the ground marks where
the bu lding etood.the other explosions
occurred in rapid successicn. Ford was
killed in the Ice Plant, he being thrown
against the side of the bmilding with
great force when the nitro-glycerine was
blown up. Charles Wood :nd Peter
Raymond bhad narrow escapes. They
were stanling between tbe dry house
and comp:sition houee, when the firat
explosion occurred. They started to run
and were thrown to the ground by the
force of the second exploeion. They
escaped with & few slizht bruisee. Wm
Taylor, with his clothing sll in 8 blase,
threw himself into a ditch, Hie bair
was burved cff and his hands burned.
He will recover. In building No 82,
where young-Arthur Workman was em-

comple @ wreck, yet young Workman
eecaped with onlyslightirjary. Charles
H Muryan was blown entirely out of the
buildipg in which he was working.
Some thirty two employes were at work
oa the 30 calibre line where the explos-
jon took place, and all had narrow es-
capes. Oat of about eixty buildings on
the ground but about five oreix remain
standing and they are all badly dam-
sged. Lrees were torn up snd railroad
tracks on the ground twisted into all
kiods of shapes. Doctors sent for the
three members of the firm who were
eating dinper in the laboratory at the
‘ime of the explosion were ivjured by
fiying glass. Tney immediately ran out
and despite the rain of miesiles tried to
prevent other explosions. They dis-
patched Morgan Wood to Penne Grove
oa bis wheel ‘to sammon medicsl aid.
D.s John Sammerville, Newton Barrett
aad David Garrison _ responded.
D¢ Harry Johnson, of Ped ricktown
aleo hastaned to the scene. They were
asgisted in sttending the ivjared by Mies
Bessie Bilderback and & lady visitor
f:om Pniladelphia, both trained neisee
Che remaing of the three victime were
teken in charge by Undertaker James D
Uorion and brought to his establishment
here, Coron¢r Thomas J Torton viewed
the bodies and will hold an icquert to-

day.

The building containing the ether
etills, which was under the charge of
sheir chemist, Bradford. G H Leonsrd,
«ho is a Canadian, born in Cambriage,
Queens county, N B, and hes a father
and brother in Hampton, Kings county,
at the preeent time, is vory glad to say,
tbrough his abiity of thinking and do-
ing at the same time, saved his life and
the lives of several hundred more. His
building made up s part of the 30-
calibre line, where all the explosions
started. Had itnotbeenforthepresence of
mind ot Leonsrd the explosion would

have made its way to the gan cotton line

can be bought mo cheaply.

ployed, & lsrge piece  of iron
presed entirely through the
buildivg making it almost &

where many would have been Kkilled.
When Leonard hesrd the firat explosion
which threw him to the floor twice and
when he could get .to his stills shut off
the outlet to the ether cellar where is
stored upwards of 12,000 gallons of ether
which ie a8 dangerous as nitro-glycerine
in ease of fire.

The Carney Point plaat is the largest
smokeless powder works in the United
States. There were avout 350 men em-
ployed there at the tim- of the explosion,
a8 the works is not running full time in
all boildings. The loss will be about
half 8 million of dollars, which will be
rebutit at once, CANADIAN,
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“Old Masters” of Paris and  Elsewhere.

The number of pictures by the Old
Masters? Young Masters? and all kinds
of masters of the art of painting to be
had in Paris for a few franks is truly
surprising. On the quaye, on the boule-

vards, in -the side streets, in the curio
shops, everywhere, they are in evidence.
Oze can readily pick up a Rubens, a
Rembrandt, Constavle, or any other
celebrated artist’s work for, well,—the
dealer sizes you u> financially, and on
the siz3 you attain in his mind depends
the price yom pay for your old maete:?
Can you guarantee this painting to be
original and the work of the artist who’s
name it besre? says the intending pur-
cheser. ‘Oai Monsieur”? with a depre-
cating shrug of the shoulders, old house,
long established, reputation to keep up,
etc. But how can yom sell pictures of
these men for such & low pric:? Would
not the governmen: buy and be glad to
give & large sum for them? And our
friend hints darkly of old family, dis-
grace, financially embarrassed, -nd all
the rest of it, and you buy and take it
home, and your friends come in and
look &t it and praise your judgment and
the picture, and you remark: Ol I juet
picked it up in an out-of-the-way-place
the last time I was in Paris, you know.
And by and by an artist friend comes
along and eays the fatal word ‘““Copy,”
and provea it to you. Then, well then,
thereis s fire in your back yard in which
the Old Mssier plays not an unimport-
ant part, snd you foreswear old masters
forever. Verily Old Masters are a drug
in the market in gay Paris, where they
: I learned
during my scjourn in Paris lsst year
that there were some hundreds of copy-
ists turning out “old masters” and mod-
ern masters by the thoueands, to be
shipped to all parta of the world, and
sold as originals. The artstudents in a
large number of cases are employed in
this kind of woik to make the where-
with-all to continue their studies.

Whoile espying some pictar:s in the
Louvre, I as eurprised to see the faith-
fal reproductions of some of the paint
ings hanging on the walls by the profes-
sional copyists. These people earry
the art of imitation so far and
are to .mechanical in the treatment of
the gabject that tkey even imitate the
scratches and stains of the original, and
a man must be wise in his generation to
tell the difference between the original
picture and the copy. Stretchers and
canvages the backs of which are eo pre-
pared ss to look old and used, and are
especially pointed at as an argument in
sapport of their authenticity. - I remem-
ber an instance shere Rjea Bonheur
sw:re that she could not fell whether
she painted the pictore before her or
not, and it was only after a most search-
ing examination that she fically eame
to the conclosion that the steam from
the e:mo’. nostrile was rendered much
better than she could paint it. The tex-
tare, handling and color, aoparently,
were all her’s, 80 closely had $he copyiat
followed the sutjsct, and the artist was
in doubt as to whether itwas her work
or not. The pieture referred to is the
celebrated “Plowing Scene in Norman-
dy,” and now hangs in the Luxembourg
eallery,

Pictare buyers seem to lose sight of
the fact that good gictures have an in-
trinsic value and command their price.
One can always sell authentic work by
an artist of reputation for a good sum,
but il is necessary that you be assured
that it is as represented. To the unm-
scrupulous desler or auctioneer the pub:
lic is an easy victim. They will tell you,
Why, don’t yon see the artisi’s name
upon the canvar, or o and so; but how
many will give you a written guarantee
that the picture you buy is the original
ope and will return your money if not
e0? Not mapy. Of comrse I am not
epeaking of the legitimate dealer. One
afterncon a8 I walked slowly down Lud-
gste Hill, London, I was urprised to
hear & voice exclaiming, *Going, going,
gone; a genuine Millet for £3 103, £3 10a.
Icuess I willgoinand invest. A ﬁnlet for
£310, I wonder 'f he hasany more at the
same price? 1 entered tne shop; bang-
ing on every wall wera canvasea covered
with paint bearing the signatures of
well-known artists of Eogland, France
and Germany. One could form a gal-
lery of modern painters for £150, acoord-
ing to the names, and all celebrated at
that. Fanoy buying a Oonstable, the
fonnder of the modern French
school of landecape painting for
$156 say. To be sure, a Iletter
might be dropped or one added
to the name on the paintings
bot then yocu know artists are proverbi-
ally careless and a letter makes no dif-
terence. You can gee for yourself that
the picture is genuine, and does any one
like to acknowledge that he is not famil-
far with the worke of the great mastera?
The pictare is sold and 80 is the buyer,
and as I left the gallery of this enter-
prising dealer in works of arf, I mor-
mured in the language of Bret Hartt,
with an addition by myeelf:—

#Which I wish to remark,
And my langnazeis plain,
T hat for ways that are dark

And for tricks that are v+in,
The piciure dealer is pecullar.”

Freperick H, C, MILR3.

A Unionist Viectory.

Lonpox,April 5—In the parliamentary
by-election today in the Harrow divie-
ion of Middlesex to fill the vacancy
caused by the appointment of Mr Wm
Ambrose to a mastership in lansey in
place ot Mr Bulwer, deceased, Mr Irwin
B Cox, Unionist, defeated Mr Corrie
Grt.em' Liberal and Radical, by 1,105
votes.

LONDON _ SEASHTION

Spring Was Expected But
Winter came Instead.

Walching the Great University Boat
Recs.

House of Commons Principally
Occupied with London
Afiairs.

Loxpow, March 25.—The sensstion thie
week in London was supplied by the
olerk of the weather, who completely
upset our Calendar. Having reached
the firat day of spring without experienc:
ing any severe winter weather, we were
feelingly reminded that it was not too
late to repair the omission. A bitter
nor’-easter, laden with snow, came upon
us and changed the whole aspect of
things. 1n the country, the loss to gar-
deners and fruit growers is appslling,
the promising growth which thie hither-
to remarkably mild season had advanc-
ed ic nipped in the bud. The slight cov-
ering of snow seems likely to last“out
this month, a8 we are in the grip of keen
frost, and the first skating for the past

two or three years is being enjoyed on.

the lakes in the parks and in the coun-
try round London, This ¢cange has
been fels all the mare for its suddenness
s week ago the’ thermometer stood at
80°, it has since been as low ae 18°, ac-
companied by strong east wind—and
London is for the time one of the dreari-
est and most cemfortless places outside
the Aretic circle,

With our sublime indifference to the
fitness of things. we have today the
great aquatic porte of the year—jaet as
we have our great city pageant—the
Lord Mayor’s Snow—In the bleak fog of
a November day. Along the banks of
the Thames from Patoey to Mortlake,
countless thousands of ehivering Loo-
doners are gathered to see the Univer-
sity Boat Race. The rival crews from
Oxford and Cambridge have of late been
making exceptionally gooi practice—
the contest which comeas off at 12:45 to-
day is sure to be very cloas and excitirg.
And the crowds who brave tbe bitter
wind off the river will have the addi-
tional satisfiction cf boseting like Mr.
Mark Tapley, that there was some vir-
tue in being jolly under such eonditions.

The-Hounee of Commons has this week
been mainly engsged with London af-
fairs. Oa Tuesday a bill, promoted by
the London Oounty Council, was intro-
duced, dealing with the nrgent and im-
portant question of the Water Sapply of
the metropolis. Last summer throngh
the disgraceful failure of the supply by
one of the private water companies the
poor of the East End suflered a water
famine for weeks. To prevent the recur-
rence of such a scandal, the L. C. O. now
seek powere to acqnire the property of
the companies by purchase, and to go
for a more plentiful sapply to the We sh
hills—and thus follow the example of
great provincial towne like Manchester
and Birminghem and Glasgow, which
bring @ practieally unlimited water sup-
sldllmm great distances. The L. L.C.

was rejected by the House of Com-
mons, the excuse being that a Royal
Oommigsion is eitting and has yet to re-
fort on ths question. This refusal fo
avor the proposals of London’s local
periiament has cansed a good deal of
pitter feeling.

01 Toeeday the London government
bill was again debatec. But the dis-
cuesion was only interesting irom the
fact that oppoesite the amendment in.the
sorders of the day” was the nsm>of
“Mr, Gladstone” and members had s
melanchc }y pleasu:e in hearing Mr. Her-
bert Gladetcne, who has taken no part
in the business 0! the homse since his
great father’s deatb. The member for
Leeds is a han’some genial man of
middle age, looking younger than his
yearr. His vo'ce and manner as &
speaker are pleasing, and he has plenty
of practical common sexse. Bat he pu’-
fora not a little as the bearer of a& great
name, for it suggests a comparison witt
the Gladstone, whose genius and die-
tinetion he has mnot inherited. The
eriticiams of the London bill are not of a
party character and many euc-
porters of the government agree
witn Mr. Gladetone that $he bil
is faul y,inasmuch as it weakens the
power of the L. C. C., the present great
and beneficent centrs] aunthority. The
opponeuts of the meacure, inclading Mr.
Asqnith, who epike on Thursdav, and
Sir Blund: 1 Maple, (Coneervative) argue
that the bill ignores the unity of Londor.
The metropolis slthough it comprises
within it ceveral emsll >r towne, is re:lly
one large town, which ought to have its
central anthority preserved intacr.
Opinion a8 to the details of thisb 1l s
now so divided on both sides of the
house that it is clear it wi.1 not be fought
for a8 a party measor . The govern-
ment, it ia b«1 eved, w:1l consent to con-
piderable ameadments now that it has
reached the committes stage. Last night
it passed the gecond reading by a msj.r-
ity of 127.

Mr Broderick (under secretary for

“|foreign aflairs) replying toSir Cnailss

D l:e’s question wes romewhat reticent
on the sahject of the Al :akan boundary.
He vagutly expressed the. hope which
he eaid was the hope of the 1:te Lord
Herachell—~that at the next sittin %ofthe
commission, the question woull be sat-
iefactorly  ettlao, He mnever hinted
that there was sny “gerious” dissgree-
ment. Interest here hae been revived
in the outstanding questions between
Qreat Britain and Uanada and the
Unlted States, einge the announcement
that Lord Russell has consented to be
succeesor to Lord Hersche¢ll in the

Venesa:lan arbitratior,

i SRS ol . it L

Toie Vene- |

37 b dispute, our ers nying
arcse through3j Amp:r‘;u’..”m.
of dijl)macy and her insistenes
on the obscl:te Monroe

And the Americar-Canadian diffien}-
ties, it is remarked, arose through Un:le
Sam’s 1)ve of driving & hard bargain
and of bhis keen hunger for trade at the
expense of sonnd prinelvls~. I¢is re-
ocognized here that the Aliskan bound-
ary q-estion basproved the great stumb-
ling- 1:ck to the settlement of the other
matters whicn, as between the Uaited
Btates and Canads, are of a purcly do-
mestic character, and hardly requaired
the intervention of the mother country.
The Alaskan boundary has become an
Apgic-American qaesticv. It 1s much
too important many are ssying $o be
mixed up with tarifi experimente, If
should be eetilid according to the pre-
cedent established by the Venexzuc¢lan
srbitration, and apart from the question
of taviffa : 1 ogether.

It has not yet been settled whe will
succeed Lord Hersche 11 at Quebee when
the commissinn meets in O:tober. The
great chanee ll>r now (1 eps in the q;la:t
country churghyard at tio 13ton in -
gotehire. The foner: 1 zervice was con-
docted by the v'11ige rector, with that
unobtrneive eimplicity which aceorded
s0 will with the character of Lord
Herschell in his lifetime. Aloog with
the members of the fam }» and friends
who had eome down from London there
were oro sds of those Wes -country folk,
with whom the geniusof Thomse Hardy
the novelist, has made va fam 1 ar, an
the author of “Tess” and “Far From the
Madding Orowd” was at the grave

ad

himac 1’ Londoners, too, h
their opportunity of paying their
tribute of respest to the great

man Oa Tuesday the eoffin was borne
ivto Weetminster Abbey where a most
beauntifc]1 and impressive service was
h:11 by the dear. Osrada was there
fittiny 17 represented by Lord Btrasheons,
who w-8 one of the p: l}->earers,and by
Lord and Lady Aberdern,and by Mr.
J. G. C 1 ner and 8ir Ad: 1> ‘e Oaron, the
Hor. J. H, Turner, and Mr, Joho. A.
Biairs of H:1‘%ax. Among the wreaths
was one from Lord and Lady Aberdeen
formed of majls leaves and ivy and
bearing the insecription “In affsetionate
memory from the Earl and Countess of
Aberdeen, and in remembrance of his
work for Canade.”

Lord Aberdeen presided on Tuesday
at the grest conference of the “Poace
Crueades” d¢l .gates, who met from ¢ll
parts of the country in 8t. Martin’s ha!
to close the campaign which, for the pas
two monthe, had been g0 successfcBy
carried on in over 200 -wns in England,
in support of the czar’s reeeript.

There was great emthusiasm and
among the speakers, in add tion to the
Ear) of Aberdeen, were the Archhishop
of London, Lady Frederick Oavendish
and Mr W T Stead.

In the eveninga great putlic moetins
was held in 8!, James’ Hall, preside
over by the bishop of Londor. Mr. John
Morley was to have been the primncipal
spesaker,but in his ab enceosirg o &
severe oold Mr. Leonard Courtuey, M.
P,, delivered a powerful address in
favor of the proposed “peace oinference.”
Mr. Stead who practically started the
“crasade” in Epgland after his visit to
Rasgia, and his interview with the emar,

has been epeaking at mearly
all the meetings up and downm
the country. It was not encouraging

fo bear bhim ssy as he did a$ Tues-
day’s conference, that he had
yet to find that Eagland had any
national esnscience at all whish was
aroused on this question of international
arbitrat on and disarmamen’. I am
afraid, he said, there is more interest
manifested in the game of football and
the latest betting. Mr. Stead is die-
posed to be wnduly pessimistic if the
crowd do not foliow his enthusiastie
lead. There is a difficulty $o the aver-
age man in reeconciling the lofty ideals
and the humanitarian alms of
the czar with the methods and
policy of the government. Wiihin
the past few days we have heard
that there is s movement on foot fo
excite public fer ling in England eoneern-
ing the present condition of Fi1 1ind and
its sufferings st the hands of Ruseie. It
is said hilo will he asked on behe kMt of
the Finng, to enatls arge bodies of them
to migrate to Canade. ¥i7 Jand has been
deprived of her home rvl>. Rassia has
not scruj led to invade her constitational
righte ana $wo over-run the liti}; ecuntry
with armed mer. The Russian bureau-
cracy and the synod of the chureh
together @ 'em bent on Russianising the
Finne, and reducing them to the servils
condition of the Rassian peasantr. The
Finns realize that they a-e powerless to
resist such tyranny, and they desire to
escaps from it to the larger fréedom of
British rule, and since the Dakhaobortst
sre findiog bomes in Canads, the Finns,
who are an industrious wel!-loing race
may be expected shortly to foliow their
example and make new homes in the
dominion.

The height to which the anti-Bitus
istic feeling in Eagland ts rieing is be-
ginning to worry the government. Last
night at & meeting in Wea$ Derov of ‘he
constituents of Mr. Long, the presidc .
of the Board of A :ictl n:2, they passed
a vote of no confidence in him beeause
he declined to gup ort the bilito abckian
the Veto of the Bishops, which eemes
before parliamsnt in May. In some
quarters thers is a cry for a generel 2les-
tion, snd hiyt-Charchmen are eager for
an early appea!l to the coumatry.. Lord
Salisbary, howaver, sesems to be of
opinion that the present agitation will
be speed:l: =et at rest, and he ie not dis-
posed to magnifs ita importance. I$
worli,on all grouade, be de;l rableif
pclisicians went before the el ctorate on
the religious cry, and Lord Salisbary
may be relied cn to keep the parliamen-
tary machine going a8 it is for the next
couple of yearr.

_——

Getting Ready.

SaErmRo)KE, April 5—Af a mestingo
the Eastern Townships Conservative
Asgociation here yesterday aftermoon
Mr Rafas Pope, M P, was eleeted presi-
dent in succession o Mr Moore, M P for
Stanatead, who retired. It was reselved
to hold a large convention of delegates
from all the counties in the eastern
townships here on uiay 9 next.
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