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MEDIATION CONFERENCE 
OPENS AT NIAGARA FALLS

VOLUNTEER NAVAL 
RESERVE FORCE 

FOR DOMINION

MR. PUGSLEY MEETS 
AN ABLE OPPONENT 
IN HON. MR. MEIGHEN\

—
First Session Yesterday After­

noon Given Up to Prelim­
inary Arrangements.

Order-in-Council for Its Estab­
lishment Has Been Signed.era «et

6101 STUB,own sir

'Young Solicitor General More 
Than Match for Opposi­

tion’s Master Critic*

Huerta’sRepresentatives 
At Peace Conference TRAINING CANADIANS

FOR SERVICE IN NAVY.OPTIMISM PREVAILED
AMONG DELEGATES.

HON. MR. WHITE QUIETS 
NOVA SCOTIA MEMBER. SUIT THEM The Niobe and Rainbow for 

Training Purposes — In­
structors from British Navy 
Will be Engaged.

No Confirmation of Report That 
Huerta Will-Quit Has Been 
Received by the Conference.

Livedly Tilt Between Finance 
Minister and E. M. McDon­
ald During Discussion of the 
C. N. R. Argument.

People of Alberta Want Name 
of their Province Written in 
full on Mail Matter,

Has Definitely Decided Not to 
Have Ex-Police Lieu-tenant 
Testify in His Own Behalf, Niagara Falla. On*., May 20. —The 

mediation, conference wliich, under 
the “friendly guidance of Ambasador 
Da Gaina, of Brazil, and Ministers 
Naon, of Argentine, and Suarez, of 
Chile, is attempt to compose the dif­
ferences between the United States 
and Mexico, was ready today to get 
into full awing.

The Mexican peace commissioners, 
with their large entourage, arrived 
early today, from New York, while 
the American delegates reached here 
shortly before midnight. To welcome 
the distinguished viators to the neut­
re 1 territory, where the conference is 
to be held, the Governor General of 
Canada delegated Hon. Martin Burrell 
and Senator Lougheed to come from 
Ottawa. Their programme included 
visits of greeting to the mediators and 
to American ar# Mexican tfele^ates, 
which were to be returned by the lat-

Special to The Standard.
Ottawa, May 20.—A volunteer naval 
reserve force for Canada about which 
there has been so much talk during the 
past few months will soon be an ac­
complished fact. An order in council 
has been passed by the government 
and signed by the Duke of Connaught 
authorizing the establishment of such 
a force. A sum will be placed in the 
supplementary estimates sufficient for 
this year’s work and preparations for 
the organization of volunteers have 
already been made by the naval ser­
vice department.

The first volunteer naval force to be 
established is at Victoria, B. C., where 
there has been an unofficial organiz­
ation for some time maintained by pri­
vate Individuals. This will receive 
official recognition. Admiral Klngs- 
mlll has left for Victoria to arrange 
details.

The Niobe and Rainbow will be 
utilized on the Atlantic and Pacific for 
training purposes and in course of 
time other war vessels will be secured 
for training purposes on the great 
lakes. Instructors from the British 
navy will be engaged.

The headquarters of the new force 
will be at Ottawa, but it will be divided 
Into three divisions, the Atlantic, the 
Great Lakes and the Pacific.

On the Atlantic coast the divisional 
headquarters will be at Halifax anfi 
the scope will be all along the St. Law­
rence as far as Montreal.

Toronto will be the headquarters of 
the Great Lakes division, which will 
include the Ottawa river the upper St. 
Lawrence and the Great Lakes and all" 
waterways as far as the Rocky moun* 
tains.

Esquimau will be the headquarters 
of the Rockies.

There will toe three systems of train­
ing available for volunteers of all 
classes.

For those who live near the sea 
coast there will be drill at home and 
periodical training on board one of 
the war vessels.

Volunteers of the second class will 
include those who live along the Great 
Lakes and waterways. They will be 
drilled ashore by reserve officers and 
special instructors.

The third class will include fisher­
men and other competent 
They will drill aboard ship.

The annual period qf drill will be 21 
days and there will he companies of 
one one hundred men. So many appli­
cations have been received that at 
least twelve companies will be formed 
this year.

This is the first practical move made 
by the government towards training 
Canadians for the navy who would oe 
available in time of need and it is ex­
pected to be hailed with enthusiasm 
all over the country.

Otawa. May 20—According to an of­
ficial bulletin issued by the Post Office 
Department the people of Alberta are 
a little touchy about having their prov­
ince referred to as "Alta” on mall mat­
ter. Therefore the use of the contrac­
tion is to be discontinued so far as 
the department can do it. The official 
circular says: Representations have 
been made to the

New York. May 30.—Charles Backer 
will not be toeneflited by the confes­
sion alleged to have been made by 
"Dago Frank" ClrcAcl shortly before 
the gunman was executed in the elec­
tric chair at Sing Sing prison for the 
part he played In carrying out the plot 
to murder Herman Rosenthal. "Dago 
Frank” In the so-oalled confession, was 
quoted as saying he had never heard 
the name of Becker mentioned in con­
nection with the conspiracy that re­
sulted In the killing of the gambler. 
Justice Seabury refused to admit tes­
timony concerning the alleged confes­
sion into the record, and his ruling 
was a great disappointment to both 
Becker and his counsel.

Justice Seabury explained his ac­
tion by saying that the alleged confes­
sion had not been made in affidavit 
form and sworn to and had not been 
made to anyone authorized to take a 
deposition from a dying man. Justice 
Seabury further declared he was also 
Influenced by the fact that it was not 
permlssable to admit testimony deal­
ing with incidents that occurred a ldtog 
time after the commission of the crime. 
He quoted a number of legal opinions 
to show upon what grounds he had 
barred the so-called confession.

Mr. Manton, of Becker’s counsel, 
said he would make no further attempt 
to get the confession In the record, but 
intimated tt would play an important 
part in an application for a new trial 
should BeckeP*be convicted a second 
time.

There Me but two mor# witnesses

cused from the stand before the con­
clusion of the proceedings tomorrow. 
The case will undoubtedly be complet­
ed before the end of the week.

Martin T. Manton, chief counsel for 
Becker, announced positively tonight 
at his offices that Becker would not 
take the stand in his own behalf.

Special to The Standard.
• Ottawa, May 20.—Hon. Wm. Pugs- 

ley walked quietly Into the Commons 
this morning, smiled pleasantly to his 
friends on both sides of the house and 

assumed the real leadership 
of the Liberal party-

During his absence this session the 
Liberals have been like sheep without 
» shepherd, a hopelessly incompetent 
force. F. B. Carvell. E. M. MacDonald 
and others of the rank and file were 
gently but firmly pushed aside and 
Mr. Pugsley took charge of the oppo­
sition criticism In committee on the 
C. N. R. resolution. But while Mr. 
Pugsley became the chief man In the 
opposition he found very soon that be 
had met a greater than himself in the 
young solicitor general. Mr. Meighen 
■was the first line of defence on the 
government side and his skill, ready 
'rwit. calmness and accurate knowledge 
k*f his subject thoroughly outmatched 

he member for St. John. Shot after 
levelled at him, question af-

4
at once

postmaster-general 
that the contraction “Alta” is repug­
nant to the people of Alberta, who con­
sider that the word Alberta Is not too 
long to be used in full, that it Is sig­
nificant and may become a trade mark 
of great value In marketing the prod­
ucts of the province, it has been decid­
ed to discontinue the use of the con­
traction “Alta” in the postal service 
and to recommend that letters and 
other mall matter for the province 
should wherever possible bear the 
name Alberta in full.

ATTEMPTED 
TO SHOOT UP

DONALDS IS
ter

The formal opening of the confer- 
ice took place at 8 p. m. today.
At their opening session the media­

tors were prepared to lay before the 
delegates from the two governments 
the rules and regulations which will 
governi during the proceedings. Every 
step to be taken by the mediators will 
be by the unanimous consent of . the 
three South American diplomats. 
While Ambassador Da Gama, of Bra- 
zil, as ranking representative among 
the three, would be leader In what­
ever action might be taken, it ha».not 
yet been announced whether there 
will be a chairman formally chosen 
to preside over the sessions.

Justice Lamar, of the United States 
Supreme Court, and Frederick W. 
Lehmann, American. .delegates, witn 
HT-TterfcrvarDôdge. their secretarial 
adviser, who are making their head­
quarters at a hotel in Niagara Falls, 
N. Y., will be required every time 
they attend a session to cross the long 
steel arch bridge crossing the Niagara 
River, just below the falls.

In formally announcing the opening 
of the conference. Ambassador De 
Gama said:

"The mediators extend to you a sin­
cere welcome and trust that we shall 
not part until your hopes have been 
realized. Your hojtes are undoubtedly 
the same which encouraged us to un­
dertake this work of international 
sympathy, born of the ardent desire 
that the serene progress of civilization 
in America be not interrupted by the 
disastrous violences of a war between 
sister nations.”

Continuing, the ambassador said: 
"Many and varied are the thoughts 

which agitate our minds at his dra­
matic moment erf our political life, but 
dominating all, as an imperative 
of American sentiment, duty impels 
us not to spare any effort to discover 
and elucidate the causes of the Mexi­
can conflict. It was with this end in 
view and in order to ascertain the 
sources of the evil and provide a spee­
dy remedy that we invited you gentle­
men to attend this peace conference, 
held in this hospitable and friendly 
land 'wliich, although under the flag 
of a powerful European empire, enter­
tains and stands for sentiments of the 
purest Americanism.

“As an ultimate and more Important 
consequence than a mere solution of a 
contention between nations whose dif­
ferences are not due to antagonistic 
results, we must throw such light on 
this conference as will show it in his­
tory as an * expression of the senti­
ments of that human solidarity which, 
not content with enjoying peace in 
solitude, makes to extend Us benefits 
to all.

"This is the sentiment which 
prompted our tender of good offices to 
the United States and to Mexico, 
which sustained our spirit when al­
most overcome 
which beset our path and which, gen­
tlemen, with your aid and with the 
aid of your government, hope to 
be able to overcome. If we succeed 
in doing so we shall have affirmed by 
a striking example the never to be for­
gotten lesson that even in the midst 
of the turmoil of battle and the un­
chained tempests of hate and conflict­
ing ambitions, above all this tumult 
will be heard the clear and persuasive 
voice of reason counselling the sacri­
fice of persons in favor of the collec­
tive Interests of the people, and 
spreading the gospel of peace and jus-
U<On behalf of the United States and 
Mexico, Justice Lamar and Emilio 
Rabas. respectively, made brief re­
sponses. echoing the sentiments of 
patriotism which were voiced by the 
Brazilian ambassador and expressing 
the thanks of their governments for 
the tender of good offices.

Today’s proceedings were chiefly 
concerned with preliminary organizer

WHOLE FIHI1II MilFDR Illf
H
-hot was
ter question hurled across the cham­
ber in succession rapid enough to be 
calculated to upset him. but it was 
never done. Then Mr. Ihigsley tried 
legal intricacies, of which he is ac­
knowledged to be a master and it was 
interesting, if not illuminating to the 
iay listener, to hear Mr. Borden, Mr. 
pugsley and Mr. Meighen delve deep 
into the law and the prophets. In this 
«Iso Mr. Meighen held his own. 
a a clash between E. M. Macdonald 
And Hon. W. T. White was the fea­
ture of the day. Speaking in the mom- 
i)nf the member £pr. Pirtpn made a
characteristic all y befitcose attack up­
on the Minister of Finance, hinging 
It around certain statements made 
to the house when Mr. White was in­
troducing the Aid Bill to the C. N. R. 
last session. Ho charged the Minis­
ter of Finance with misleading the 
bouse. Mr. White was absent from the 
chamber when Mr. MacDonald made 
the charge, but he took it up in the 
course of a speech which he deliver­
ed lu the afternoon.

“The member for Plctou says that 
I misled the house,” said Mr. White. 
• So you did,” broke in Mr. MacDon-

MAN KILLED 
AT MONCTON

Prisoner Refuses to Make 
Statement—Magistrate De­
clines to Give Decision as to

Ontario Farmer Kills Daughter 
and Her Brother-In-Law 
and Wounds Third Member " 
of the Family.

4
Admissability of Haynes'
Confmeen,

Gravenhurst, Ont., May 20.—William 
Ruttan, a farmer living in the country 

Sydney, N. 8., May 20. The prelim- the township of Hyde, near here, 
inary hearing of John Donalds was ^ mornlng 6hot and kl„ed hls
concluded before Stipendiary Magia- daugnler, Mrs. Alfred Coutermanchc, 
trate W. R. Hearn this afternoon and _ _ a ,
the accushed committed to stand trial ?eor«e Coutermanche, her brother-ln- 
at the supreme court law- and Bev«rely wounded the wife

The Crown called two additional wit- the latt,er* H®,Bred four shots at 
nesses during the afternoon, Jailer his son-in-law, Alfred Coutermanche, 
Karn and Mrs. Annie Taylor, who re- bat al* f^ir..wen_t Jylde;. . . . ,
sided next to the prisoner at Sydney shooting Rutten fled to the bush, tak- 
Rlver. No startling testimony was lnS his rifle with him, and is still at 
forthcoming as a result of the exami- large.
nation of these witnesses, but before George Countermanche was shot 
closing for the prosecution, Mr. Hearn through the heart in the yard of the 
tendered the testimony given 'by house which he occupied with his broth- 
Donalds at the Haynes trial as evi- er Alfred. Ruttanj fired from behind a 
dence as well as the witnesses who stump. The victim fell at the feet of 
would prove the confession of Haynes hls wife, whom . he was helping to 
given before his execution. clean fish. The woman, pursued by

Mr. MacKenzie objected to the lat- Ruttan, ran into the house and al­
ter. stating thât as he had not seen tempted to hold the door against the 
the alleged confession he could not murderer. Wh<*n the door was broken 
be expected to admit it down she dashed into the back room.

Magistrate Hearne gave the same where the other members of the fam- 
rullng as he did in the Atkinson case, tly had taken refuge. Unable to force 
viz: That there was no necessity of the door, Ruttan fired a shot through 
tendering the confession at this stage the panels, wounding hls daughter, 
of the proceedings, and he would not Mrs. Alfred Coutermanche, In the 
give any decison as to its àdmissabil- finger.

and the bullet struck the young wo­
man in the neck, causing almost in­
stant death. Mrs. George Coutër- 
manche crawled out through the win­
dow into the yard. Ruttan saw her 
and fired at her, one bullet striking 
her on the knee The murderer then 
returned to the house and fired anoth­
er shot through the Bedroom door, but 
Alfred, who was still in the room, had 
lain down on the floor and escaped. 
The latter then dashed out of the 
window and ran into a neighboring 
ravine. Ruttan fired three shots after 
him, but without effect.

Ruttan did not. pursue his son-in-law 
but going to the stable 
fire and seated on a stump cooly 
watched it being destroyed, 
he disappeared into the bush.

The double murder discloses a ter­
rible condition of affairs. Alfred 
Coutermanche, who married Ruttan’s 
daughter a month ago. had laid a 
charge of incept against his father-in- 
law. This action is supposed to have 
led to Ruttan’s attempt to wipe out 
the entire family.

Run Over by Train Last Night 
-—Believed He was Stealing 
Ride to This City,

and been ex*

Moncton, N. B., May 20.—An un­
identified Englishman about 25 years 
«rf age. was killed by the I. C. R. train 
here about half past nine o'clock this 
evening. Deceased was evidently steal­
ing a ride on the Maritime express 
and was either run over by that train 
or a switching engine, the wheels pas­
sing over the lower abdomen, the 
young man dying a few minutes lat­
er. From papers found on the body 
deceased was evidently en route to 
St. John and had been working with 
the Roger Miller Company at Shediac.

His name Is thought to be Adam 
Power. An inquest is being held.

After the

UNIONISTS
aid. WIN SEAT IN 

N. EAST DERBY
The Minister of Finance stopped 

ehort, wheeled around and faced his 
accuser. "When the member for Pictou 
says that I mislead this house,” he 
began in slow measured tones, “he 
is guilty of a breach of the respect 
which the members of this assembly 
owes each other. He is guilty of some­
thing which the rules of this house 
will not permit me to name, some­
thing though which I am prepared to 
tell him outside the walls of this 
chamber.” (Loud Conservative 
cheers.) , Liai .

Mr. MacDonald smiled, and shifted 
slightly in hls seat. Mr. White con­
tinued. A few minutes later he was 
in a forgiving mood, and said that he 
did not believe that the member for 
Pictou would willingly charge any 
member with misleading the house.

He did not say “intentionally,’’ and 
that makes a difference, observed D. 
IX MacKenzie.

seamen.

I
call

QUEBEC BANK CLEARINGS

Quebec, May 20—Bank clearings 
week ended May 20, were $2,383,645; 
coresponding week last year, $3,055,-

London, May 20—The Unionists 
gained a seat in the House of Com­
mons for northeast Derby today. The 
contest was a three-cornered one, the 
result being as follows:

Major Bowden, Unionist, $6,469.
Houghton, Liberal, 6,155.
Martin, Labortte, 3,669.

Immediately he fired again 401.
ity.

The procedure was noted on the 
stenographer’s minutes.

When Mr. Hearns asked Donalds if 
he had anything to say, the prisoner, 
standing leaning against the door, 
concernedly answered, "I have nothing 
to say."

Constable Edwards, who arrested 
Donalds, swore that Donalds did not 
exclaim “My God, has Haynes squeal­
ed” when arrested, as had been re­
ported in several papers.

New Haven Directors 
Afraid to Oppose MorganN. B. TELEPHONE COMPANY

MEET TONIGHT AT CAPITAL.

Special to The Standard.
Fredericton, N. B., May 20.—J. M. 

Robinson, St. John; F. R. Sumner, 
Moncton, and P. A. O’Leary of Buc- 
touclie, are here for annual meeting 
of N. ' B. Telephone Company ' which 
Is to be held tomorrow evening. 
Board of directors are to meet tomor­
row afternoon.

afraid to meet“You are evidently 
him outside,” remarked Mr. Pugsley 
in anything but a militant tone, and 
everybody laughed.

“I think they are both afraid," chip­
ped in Hon. George Foster, aiyl both 
the Minister of Finance and Mr. Mac­
Donald joined in the laughter.

(Continued on page 5)

former President Mellen Says Late J. Pierpont Carried 
Through Purchase of Worcester, Nashua and Rochester 
Road Regardless of Opposition.weiTim mm

MUSTER RESIGNS
he set it on

Then

day’s proceedings. Mr. Mellen com 
ceded that some of the properties had 
been purchasçd at too high a pricey 
but added that they were worth more 
to the New Haven, at the time, than, 
to anybody else. In purchasing the 
lines, particularly those In Connect!* 
cut, he said, he encountered “sharp 
competition" from other prospective 
purchasers and thereby “the price was 
boosted.”

Just at the close of the day, It de­
veloped tliat former Senator Nelson W. 
Aldrich of Rhode Island, was primari­
ly instrumental In selling the trolley 
system of that'state to the New Ha*

Washington, May 20—Dominant con-, 
trol of the late J. Pierpont Morgan, 
not only of the officials, but of the 
propoerties of the New York, New 
allven and Hartford railroad, was fur­
ther emphasized today when former 
president Charles B. Mellen of the 
New Haven, continued his testimony 
before the Interstate Commerce Com­
mission. Mr. Mellen admitted frankly 
that neither he nor any of the direc­
tors of the New Haven had the temeri­
ty openly to oppose Mr. Morgan's 
plans, although, he said, he sometimes 
disagreed with him. He declared, 
however, that Mr. Morgan’s judgment 

financial transaction was so

Rushing Work on C.P.R. 
Hotel At St. Andrews

Montreal. May 20—Captain Demers 
today resigned as harbor master here. 
It Is understood that at his own re­
quest, he will be appointed wreck com­
missioner, to succeed Captain Lind­
say, early In June, hls “promotion" en­
tailing a decrease in salary from $5,- 
000 to $3,000.

by • the difficulties

DUS OF MOITIE 
OEfllLO 110 TEMPO

Crew of Workmen Repairing Wings—Plans Ready for Main 
Building' and in Few Weeks Three Hundred Men Will be 
at Work — A Good Season Looked For.

tton of hostilities between the United 
States and Mexico. It was argued al­
so that with Huerta out the mediators 
might entertain hope that Carranza 
and his constitutionalist followers 
would be brought into the conference 
or become parties to any agreement 
reached.

During the day the Brazilian am­
bassador received a message from the 
Brazilian minister at Mexico City in­
dicating, it is understood that General 
Huerta was prepared to relinquish of­
fice. Similar intimations have come 
to European dlplqmats at Washing-

Ambassador Da Gama’s speech fur- Montreal, May 20.—Announcement 
nlshed the keynote for the era of good cf the completion of re-organization 
feeling which prevails. He spoke as plans in connection with the recently 
follows: merged Herald and Telegraph and the

Mexico City, May 20.—Provisional publication of the names of well 
President Huerta, in the course of an known Liberals who wll henceforth 
Interview today, said: “The Mexican act as its directors were made today, 
peace delegates have no instructions its directors will be Hon. George P. 
to offer my resignation at the con- Graham, M. P., at one time editor and 
ference at Niagara Falls." proprietor of the Brockvllle Recorder;

The President spoke with energy and Hon. P. S. G. MacKenzie, provincial 
emphasized hls words with a charac- treasurer of Quebec, and R. C. Smith, 
terlstic gesture of th*-»tght hand,

marvelous that anybody well might 
hesitate before running counter to It. 
Even in the acquisition by the New 
Haven of the Westchester property, 
Into which millions of dollars vanish­
ed as thin air, Mr. Mellen. who de­
clared he did not approve of the pur­
chase, insisted that had Mr. Morgan 
lived the property might have been 
far more valuable than It is today. So, 
too, It was with the acquisition of the 
Worcester, Nashua and Rochester rail­
road, In which Mr. Morgan. Mr. Mellen 
said, was responsible for paying $15 a 
share more than the stock* really was 
worth.
eaction, however. Mr. Morgan accord­
ing to Mr. Mellen, would brook no In­
terference, carrying out his plans prac­
tically without regard to the opinions 
of others interested.

Acquisition by the New Haven of 
trolley lines in Connecticut and Rhode 

occupied much attention at to-

Mr. Mellen maintained that the trol- 
ley lines acquired by the New Haven, 
plainly speakln.g were valuable prop­
erties, and while they had cost a large 
amount, he believed the money had 
been well Invested. He cited the three 
Connecticut trolleys, which had been 
leased for ninety-nine years on a guar» 
antee of five per cent, return. At tli* 
close of the day, Mr. Mellen, who had 
been telling hls story In a vigorous 
manner, giving illuminating sidelights 
upon every detail of importantce, pen 
ceptlbly tired. His voice began to 
lose its clearness, and several times 
be had to be admonished by counsel 
and the commissioners to speak loud­
er. His weariness seemed to be pure­
ly physical, however, hls answers 
were prompt and direct.

Chief Counsel Folk indicated to- 
night that Mr. Mellen might continue 
as a witness in the proceedings for * 
two more days or even longer.

Hon, Geo, P. Graham, Hon, P, 
S. G, MacKenzie, and R. G, 
Smith Comprise Bodrd of 
Recently Merged Papers,

pleted will undoubtedly be one of the 
finest, if not the finest, summer hotels 
on the Atlantic coast.

Although the burning of the hotel 
will to a considerable degree put a 
damper on the tourist business this 
summer, nevertheless a fairly good 
season is expected and preparations 
are being made.

The famous 6t. Andrews golf links 
are being put in shape under the su­
pervision of J. M. Peacock the ener­
getic managing instructor of the Al­
gonquin golf cluto. Mr. Peacock who 
spent the winter In the Southern 
States, has been here for several 
weeks, and hopes in a short tinge to 
have the course In as good shape as 
ever.

Continued on page two.

Special to The Standard.
BL Andrews, May 20.—The work of 

rebuilding the Alonquin Hotel 
was destroyed by fire a few weeks ago 
is toeing rapidly pushed forward. Rob­
ert A. Clark, who is In charge of the 
work, has a crew of carpenters busily 
engaged in' repairing the concrete 
wings which were considerably dam­
aged at the time of the fire. The roof 
on one of the wings is nearly complet­
ed, and a few days will see work on 
the roof of the other wing under way. 
Plans for the new main building which 
will replace the old wooden structure, 
which was completely destroyed, are 
now being prepared, and inside of 
three weeks the work Will be in full 
swing, and an army of about three 
hundred men will toe employed In con­
structing a building which when com-

which

ton.

Notwithstanding that confirmation 
could not be given to earlier reports 
that General Huerta would resign If 
necessary to solve the Mexican prob­
lem. the first day ’s session developed 
a feeling of optimism. It is clear that 
If an announcement of willingness to 
retire comes from Huerta In the near 
future R will be welcomed as making 
remote the possibility ol any reeump-

As in the Westchester tran-

K. C., Montreal.

■

■ ■


