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MUCH BOAST, BUT LITTLE PERFORMANCE.

The Department of' Labor has sent out a statement

elaiming to have been the means of settling a great

number of labor disputes  and of preventing the loss of
*“many millions” by securing “industrial peace.” As a
gelf-advertising medium  the

Mr.

Department of Labor is a

magnificent succes Lemieux never misses an op-

portunity to print a puff of himself “next to pure reading
matter” after the manner of patent medicine advertisers.
Mr. Mackenzie King is good at any time for a column or
two of copy about what he has done, or is doing, or is
about to do. The deputy and the ary
know what is expected of them, and both are efficient
reporters. Then there is the Labour Gazette, a monthly
journal published by the Department, and devoted to the
task of proving that whether taken internally or applied
externally, the Lemieux and Mackenzie King remedies
are an unfailing panacea for all industrial maladies

minister secr

Several times before this the Department has claimed
fn its press notices that the Conciliation Act and the In-
dustrial Disputes Act had practically abolished strikes.
Yet the cool fact is that the year the Act became law the
number of strikes and the amount of time lost, were
Jarger than in the previous year or the year before that.
In the vear following there was a further increase, This
year shows no sign of improvement, but may be worse
than either of the other two.

The advertising branch of the
about its work in this way.
erences under the Act

Labor Department goes
It gives the number of ref-
and the number of cases where

no strike followed. Then it claims credit for preventing
all the strikes that did not happen. This overlooks the
fact that a great many strikes did not happen before the

Lemieux Act was passed. Differences of opinion have
always been arising and only a small percentage ever
ended in a strike, Let us suppose that no Lemieux Act
existed, and that whenever a dispute arose Mr. Lemieux,
Mr. Mackenzie King, and Mr. Acland had climbed the

tower of the Parliament building and each waved a Japan
ese umbrella, They would have been able today to show
by the same post hoc propter hoc method employed in
their advertisements that this spectacular performance
had averted twenty-five strikes a year, and saved many
millions.

One of the achievements of the Department for last
year was the settlement of the dispute between the In-
tercolonial clerks and the Department of Railways. Per-
haps the clerks do not see that it is settled, but that is
nothing. Is it not a fact that a board was appointed, and
that it reported, and that there has been no strike? These
@re all the necessary elements for a top of column ad—
setting forth that the Department of Labor has averted
the strike and saved some thousands.

But this is what happened. Early last summer and
many times before, the Intercolonial clerks of St. John
and Halifax represented that they were unfairly treated
in the matter of salary and in other respects. In Sep-
tember, as the elections were approaching, ‘the matter
Wwas brought to a head. The Government agreed to the
appointment of a commitiee under the Conciliation Act.
This committee was formed September 8, met at Halifax
September 16, where the demands of the clerks were pre-
sented and the railway management was heard, On the
28th another meeting was held at Ottawa when Mr.
Butler and the Deputy Minister set forth their views.

After consideration the committee unanimously submit-

ted the following resolutions:—

"The Committee after its investigation, is of opinion
that, in the matter of wages, the SYSTEM THAT 0B-
TAINS of appointing from time to timeé new men at high-
er pay over the heads of men long in the service and prob-
ably more capable of doing the work, IS INJURIOUS TO
The
yemedy for this lies in re-organization, and the abolition
of the EXISTING SYSTEM OF APPOINTMENT INFLU-
ENCED BY POLITICAL PATRONAGE, which from the
point of efficient working we find AMPLE EVIDENCE TO

THE SERVICE AND UNJUST TO THE MEN.

CONDEMN as applied to the Inter jal Railway.

“The present ltlﬂ is GREATER THAN IS NECES-
SARY, and this is another element which discourages in-
dividual increases. If the aggregate amount paid now in
_ salarles were divided among a staff EQUAL SIMPLY TO
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE SERVICE, THE MEN
REMAINING COULD BE BETTER PAID THAN THEY

 ARE NOW.

cbmpared with such comparative centres.

. “The re-arrangement of salaries COULD THEN BE
MADE on the basis of the value of the position and the
work done, having regard of course to what is paid for
work ‘elsewhere, and the local cost of living as

“At the present time the wages paid to those now
claims before us are not OWING TO ABOVE
what a fair consideration would justify. Un-

pnun-totubor mdonthomhotomnbermo‘ne ty
Minister sent it to the Department of Railways asking
whether the findings were acceptable and would be taken
as a basis of settlement. On the 10th of Octeber, a fort
night before the election, Mr. Butler, Deputy Minister of
Rallways, reptied that “ the Department is ready to ac-
“cept the finding of the Committee of Conclliation, media-
“tion and investigation.”

That was more than six months ago, and nothing
has happened since,
repeatedly brought up the matter in the House, and have
obtained no further information than that “action has
been taken toward securing information.”

But this is one of the cases that the Labor Depart-
ment claims to have triumphantly settled!

THE INCUMBENT SHOULD BE TRUSTWORTHY. |€

The Charlottetown Guardian, an independent journal, |
whose editor is Mr. John E. B. McCready, former editor
of the St. John Telegraph, offers these impartial obsérva-
tions on Mr. Pugsley and the Central Railway Inquiry.

“Hon. William Pugsley was called i August 1907 to
succeed Mr. Emmerson in the Cabinet. At the last|.
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opinion as to the sufficiency of his vindication as to that
matter, and now a Royal Commission has reported him
along with Lieutenant Governor Tweedie and others as
open to grave cenmsure in connection with the Central
Railway affair,

“Mr. Pugsley has been gravely asked in Ottawa whe-
ther he intends to resign. His reply is that he does
not see why he should. resign, and he has made his de-
fence in Parliament against the indictment of the Com-
mission. Still the case is grave, and his best friends
must wish that neither the Mayes incident nor the Cen-
tral Railway charges had arisen. The St. John Globe,
an old and ably conducted Liberal journal, though never
very warmly attached to Mr. Pugsley, treats the Com-
mission’s report as one of the utmost gravity.

“The Globe declares that the Commissioners are ‘men
of character. It adds, that ‘when the people are told,
practically, that one hundred and thirty-four thousand |
dollars of their money was ‘switched’ from its legitimate
course it js time for them to give rein to their desires for
honesty.’ Mr. Pugsley’s newspaper organs in St. John,
print his defence, but they do not print the Commission’s
report—a very notable omission in newspapers which
give the news on all other topics with great fulness and
accuracy. It is quite obvious that the end has not|:
been reached in this very regrettable affair. Mr. Pugs-
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was that a minister would dg well to
take proceedings to vindicate himself
so0 soon as any specific charge was
made; yet we have a Minister of Pub-
lic Works in this matter lying down,
as has been pointed out, for a period
of five or six months without taking
any proceedings of any kind, and
now, greatly to my surprise, appar-
ently

0 | ¢

PP

An i in This

Investig
House.

If the Prime Minister thinks that
that conduct on the part of his ming
ister, backed up, if it is to be backed
up by the administration, will inure
to the benefitof his government or his
own reputation, he will find that he
is greatly mistaken and that it will
not be long before he will very seri-
ously regret the course which he has
seen fit' % take with reference to this
matter, N

ley's great ability and captivating personality are ad-
mitted on all hands, but among the highest qualifications
for public office s that the incumbent shall be trust-
worthy.”

A NOVA SCOTIAN ADMIRAL.

“Wherever there is trouble an enterprising keen-
“witted American is generally found in the thick of it.
“Of this truth the Turkish crisis offers the latest illustra-
It is said that the Sultan depends upon a former
“Philadelphian to save his life. His hopes are pinned
“upon Admiral Ransford D. Buckman, who now com-
“mands the Imperial navy, has charge of naval construc-
“tion and of the Imperial yacht, and is the naval adviser
“and aide-de-camp of Abdul Hamid II. Twice, it is said,
“he has saved the life of the Sultan, and lie is prepared to
“fight for it again if necessary. This is intéresting, but
“the American people will not be unduly puffed up by the
“news that the chief protector of this old reprobate of
“Turkey is an American.”—Portland Argus.

The “enterprising, keen-witted American” in this case
is a Nova Scotian. Admiral Buckman went to sea at
the age of fourteen and was a good sallor before the
United States claimed him.

Buckman Pasha is stillunder forty. He was captain
of a Standard Oil steamer at twenty-one, an officer of the
Cramp Company at twenty-two. That company built a
warship for the Sultan, and Buckmén sailed her to Tur-
key. “Abdul the Damned” has mever let him go.

“tion.

PERMANENT 'SHERIFFS.

The Sun has reached the conclusion that “sheriffs
should be permanent” and thus free from the political
bias that comes of annual and partisan appointments. It
is odd that this did not occur to the Sun while it was
supporting Mr. Pugsley and his colleagues. The late
ministers found the office of sheriff permanent and
they made it a political appointment, They replaced the
previous officers with supporters of their own. Now
they want these partisan appointees to remain and op-
pose annual appointments. The same thing was done by
the Fielding Government in Nova Scotia, with the full
approval of the present proprietor of the Sun. The
Sun’s objection is not to annual appointments but to the
appointment of sheriffs who are not of Mr. Pugsley's
following. We rather suspect that if the position of
sheriff was made permanent by the present legislature, it
would not iong remain so if the friends of the Sun
should obtain power.

The labor struggle in Glace Bay and other Dominion
Coal Lompany centres is not altogether a conflict be-
tween capital and organized labor. There are two labor
organizations in the district, one Canadian only and one
international. The Provincial Workman's Assoclation
has no grievance, but the other organization complains
that the company discriminates against its membership
and in favor of the local body. This charge is partly de-
nied and partly confessed. The company says that when
the demand for coal fell off it closed down works and
discharged men without distinction of organization,
but that when the mines were re-opened, preference was
given to the P. W. A. men in offering employment where
there was not room for all.

report on the case.

took up the case,

discretion,

Bishop Hamilton of Ottawa will succeed the late Arch-

Canadian Synod in China.

| Pugsley and Robinson
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of Public Works or any other mem-
ber, but I do think, as a member of
this House, that the dignity of the
House and the honor of the govern-
ment require an investigation of
these charges, and if the minister's
statement is true, then the Minister
of Public Works should be the most
grateful man in the couatry for hav-
ing the charges investigated and hav-
ing his course vindicated, if vindica-
tion can be had.

Victoria Hotel

This statement of the case
is sustained by the majority of the board appointed to

On Tuesday last two members of the International
Extcutive, one from Indianapolis and one from Westville,
Mr. Bonsfield, who comes from In-
diana, showed the Glace Bay Gazette cheques for $20,000
which would, he sald, be used by the delegates at their

Today the Church of England in Canads will elect a
Metropolitan and a Primate. It appears to be settled that

bishop of Toronto as Metropolitan and that the Bishop of
Rupert's land will be chosen Primate. Another appoint-
ment to be made is that of missionary bishop of the

'The Sun says that the present system of annual
|appointments to the position of sheriff compels a man
to be a partisan in order to hold office. Which means that
the Opposition to the Blair, Mitchell, Emmerson, Tweedie,

administrations has had to strug-
mmmmunmumw

reached the hunting grounds and to-
night he will spend his first night in
Africa under canvas. A big camp has
been established near the railroad sta-
tion here for the Roosevelt expedition,
and last night lions were prowling
about in the viecinity of the tents. The
country is green, owing to the recent
rains, and there is every prospect of
good sport. The commoner yarieties
of game are plentiful and the hunts-
men will lose no time in gettipg start-
ed on their shooting trips.

The special train bearing the Roose-
velt party from Mombasa arrived here
at half past one o’clock this afternoon.
Only the members of the party got off
at Kapiti Plains, F. L. Jackson, the act-
ing governor of the protectorate, and
the ower officials who came up from
Mombasa continuing on to Nariobi.

THE VALLEY MOVEMENTS.

Annapolis Royal, S., April 24—
Reagh Burns, who hns been teller in
this agency of the Bank of Nova Sco-
tia, has been transferred to the Digby
branch, leaving here on Friday., Mr.
Burns has made many friends in An-
napolis who will regret his removal.
Mrs. Fred Hardwick and son left on
Wednesday for Boston where they in-
tend making their home. Mr. Hard-
wick will join them next week.

Mr. and Mrs. Hayman, of Stellar-
ton, were in town on Monday on their
wedding trip. Mr. Hayman's many
friends were glad to see him after so
long an absence from Annapolis.
Mrs. Arthur Whitman and family,
of Halifax, have been the guests of
Sheriff and Mrs. Gates.

Miss Margaret L. Wood, of Boston,
is spending a few days in town.

Miss Chipman, of Clementsport, is
the guest of Mrs. Carmen’ O'Dell.
Mrs. Charles Sweeney and child of
Yarmouth are the guests of her
mother, Mrs. Perkins.
H. B. Atlee, arrived home from Hali-
fax on Saturday and will remain for
the summer.

RESULT WAS THE SAME.

Annapolis Royal, April 28.—The by-
election in polling district Neo. 11 in
Annapolis County caused by the un-
geating of Councillor Pigott last Jan-
uary by Judge Pelton, was held on

ters, Gagetown;

F. J. Hayman, St. Stephen; Dr. O.
R. Peters, Annapolis, N. 8.; T. 8. Pe-
Dr. T. J. Bourque,
Richibucto; Percy E. Fownes, Ferry
Landing, C. B,; Joseph McVay, St.
Stephen; Beverly 8. Mills, Moncton;
W. 8. Jones, Albert,'N. B.; T. H. John-
ston Truro, N. 8.; Dr. B. Morrison,
Montreal; G. R. Gillan, Kingston, N.
¥.; J. J. Maher, Brownville Junction;
Alex. D.D Hutchinson, Brownville
Junction; E. O. Shubeberger, Toronto;

W. Applegrath, Toronto; Miss. A.
Hardaker, London, England; W. Hal-
ladey, Halifax; E. R. Graham, J. R.

Connolly, Moncton; H. R. Dixon, Cal-
ais; H. H. Brown, Calais; W. A. Walk-
er, Moncton; Mrs. C. F. Banks, Bos-
ton; John E. Morse, Lynn, Mass.; W.
P. Johnson, Montreal.

An Enterprising Camel.

Mr. Frohman tells of another funny
incident which happened during a per-
formance of Ben Hur in one of the
American cities. The actor who play-
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ASSESSORS” NOTICE

| 'The Board of Assessors of Taxes for
| the City of Saint John, in the present
year, hereby require all persons liab'e
to be rated forthwith to furnish to the
| Assessors true statements of all their
‘Renl Estate, Personal Estate and In-
come, and hereby give notice that
Blank Forms, on which statements
may be furnished under the City As-
sessment Law, can be obtained at the
Office of the Assessors, and that such
statements must be perfected under
oath and filed in the Office of the As-
sessors within thirty deys from the
date of this notice.

Dated this thirty-first day of March,
A. D. 1909.

ARTHUR W. SHARP, Chairman,
URIAH DRAK
'TIMOTHY T.
HARTLEY C.
JOHN ROSS,
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ST. JOHN,

ed the part of Balthazar was a man
of impressive carriage and height. In
the scene where Messina’s reckless
driving comes near to causing a ser-
ious accident to Balthazar's train, the
old man, with his sweeping beard,
stands beside a “ship of the desert,”
while Ben Hur extricates the pranc-
ing horses from the confusion. Oné
night during this picture the camel
reached slyly sideways, and seized the
end of Balthazar's beard in its teeth.
The animal had got a fair hold be-
fore the actor realized his predica:
ment. And the hungry camel began to
gather in the beard as though it were
a nourishing wisp of hay. For a
moment it was a pull camel and pull
actor. Then with a grunt of disap-
pointment the camel was made to dis-
gorge, and Balthazar played the rest
of the scene with a set of half-masti-
cated whiskers, much to the amuse-
ment of the audience, who after that
refused to take the play with any de-
gree of seriousness.

On Ticket-of-Leave.
Amos Tower, who was serving a
six montns sentence in jail here for
broaching the cargo belong to the C.
P. R, was le out yesterday on a tic-
ket-of-leave,

Friday when the same candidat again
tried their strength with exactly the
same result as that of the election in
November at which Mr. Pigott had a
majority of one. He was unseated by
causing the presiding officer to open
the ballot box while the election was
in progress and today Mr. Pigott got
113 votes and Morse 112,. but one of
Morse’'s had the name of the voter
written on the back, so that the ma-
jority is really two. Great interest
was taken in the election and never
before was such a large vote polled
in the district.

BURIED AT PARRSBORO.

Parrsboro, N. 8, Aprﬂ 23.—The re-
mlln- of Mrs. Walter B. Fullerton ar-
rived here from Edmonton on Tues-
day evening, and were taken to the
home of her parents. The funeral was
to have taken place yesterday after-
noon, but was po-tponed on account of

eavy rain,
ral of Ilrl. m W, Smith,
Tuesday bi
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“Seec. 133. No person shall have
an abatement unless he has filed with
the Assessors the statement, under
oath, within the time hereinbefore
required; nor shall the Common
Council in any such case, sustain an
appeal from the judgment of the
Assessors, unless they shall be satisfl-
ed that there was good cause why the
statement was not filled in due time
as herein provided.

WANTED.

Farms, Factories Water Power
ETQ

All persons having farms, land of
any kind, mills, factories, industrial
locations or water power for sale, are
invited to write to the unaersigned
for forms upon which to give des-
criptions of thel
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domestic help recelve attention.
A B. WILMOT,

SUPT. OF IMMIGRATION,
4 Church Street. 8t. John, N, B

Some - More . Heasds
For Our Suftess

Our long experiertc has mmt m
just what the public needs.
Our course of trulnmg is kepc

The public
statements.

NOTICE OF ﬂll”,l..:lJ'ION or co-
Notice is lmreby given that
posed

with cylln-

Compound Marine
1":15"!12"

having mlud

The said busi)
be conducted
unqnto @ name

¥

| GREAT Ci

PIRNOG

The greatest ba

good used pianos,
<+ offered in St.
tage of this cleara

Johi

changes we expect
afout two weeks ¢
must be cleared o

Pian
Talking M
And All Kinds c

CASH

THE W. A,

7 Market S

.

2 GF

For M
For P
for P

Save your
nasty made up
think of bran m
Get the real old
bags, at 25c.

Robt. I

Mason anc

al
Brick, Lime] !
General Jobbing

Oﬁxce 16 Sydney %treet

ar THE HOTE

al,
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Andrew Auty, Folkestone, Eng.
Clark, Montreul; R. L. Savage
sreal; D. McLeod, Toronto:
Mnthewmn. Chicago; W. R. O
fe, Montreal; G. W. Elliott, Mo
James A. Young, Toronto; F. |
gell, Toronto; A, O. Hurst, T
1. Friedman, Montreal; Percy
wife and child, Montrealy H. |
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to; J. W. Trites, Salisbury; 1}
Stewart, Montreal; M. L. Bowl
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Toronto; S.C.Williams Montrea
ry P. Blackey, Toronto: J. A. C]
Quebec; W, J. Irvine, Frederic
‘Wastwood, New York; W. A. 8




