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ANIMALS THAT ARN BXTINOT OR

ARE BECOMING S0,

- PROGRESS, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1596.

future.

“leis not perhaps generally realized”, | 8
said Prof. Lucas, ‘how extensive and how }i
rapid are the changes that are taking place
in almost the ennre, tauna of the world i
through the agency of man. Ot course,
changes bave perpetually taken place in
the past through the operation of nataral
causes, and race after race of animals has
dissppeared from the globe, but there is
this wide_difference_between the methods of
finture and man : that the extermmnation of
& species by nature is ordinarily slow and
the place ot one is taken by anoth:r, while
the destruction wrought by man 1s rapid

@nd the gaps he creates remain u. filled.”

The cause ot man's slaughter of ani-
mals is in general the desire tor their var-
ious products, but there are other simple
For ic-
stance, the erection of telegraph wires,

and destructive,forces at work.

1. ded

Anstomy ot the Umited States Natiomal
Museum, has made a very interesting stady
of thé‘animals of America and other coun- |
trigs which have become ext not within the 3
last ten or twenty years, as well as those
threéatened with extinction: in the near

oo o

laws were fr

bill to read.

¢ of the larger game
s threatened by the rifle
is the true zebra, now
ares in South Africa.

pidly disappearing from

d for the protection of the | ;
*“Heathen,” as the compositor cauted the

In Western Kansas jack rabbits are on
the inerease, owing to the fact that the
bountyon ocoyotes is $2, while the price
of & rabbit scalp is only 5 cents, s differ-
ence that has resulted in the rapid decrease
of the rabbit's natursl enemy, the coyote.
Western Kansas, too, affords - another ex-
cellent illustration of the direct influence of
population upon the increase or decrease of
the larger animals. Up to 1884 t*at region

“restorted to
by the North Pacific whaling fleet.

The Arctic sea cow, or rytism, is extinot.
This animal was nearly relsted to the exist-
ing mana‘ee and dugong, Dr. Stejeger
 bas succeeded in mouating & skeleton of

4 ;s Museum.
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was very sparsely settled. A

o

pecially in sparsely G
proved very destructive to birds,

a2

, bas
and a
deadly, though restricted, source of danger

is found in el
which birds dash themselves
| migrati The

lights ag;

of the walrus are attrioutable to the hand
of man. Those species used for decors-
tion, or baving an economic value, suffer
the most. The fashion in wearing ap-
parel effects some and others are neces-

during their
g inction  of
the sea cow and great auk, the almost
complete extinction of the buffalo, and
the seal, and the greatly reduced numbers

L3 e 4
were frequently seen.

population the mule deer
tirely and the antel b

lope were
and maule deer
During 1885 and
1886, under the impression that western
Kansas was suitable for farming purposes,
there came a tide of immigration from the
East, and before the wave of incressing
disappesred en-

rare. The country, so far as farming was
conosrned, having been tried and found
wanting, an ebb tide of immigration took
place, and as the farms were abandoned
by man their former occupants again ' took
possession, and by 1888 and 1890 antelopes
while the mule

not

sarily destroyed for the p of man.
"Year by year halibut is grewing sca:cer
and scarcer, the lobster canneries
find difficulty in ob:aining necessary sup-
phes, and thers is already a dearth of

deer appeared in localities where none had

been seen for years.

Here is a list compiled by Prof. Lucas
of some of the animals which have recently

oysters in the once ngly
tible waters of Chesapeake Bay. The
Fish Commission is doing & good work in
keeping alive some of the species. The

b extinct or the extirpation of which
iptions of them
and the mode of their extinction, based on
papers and specimens among the collection

scems i with d

1M

of the Nati

Atlantic salmon have been greatly reduced
in numbers, and the same is true of shad
in many localities. The shad and the cod
are receiving the attention of the Fish Com-
mission, and they will be kept 1n existence
by artificial culture.

One reason for the growing scarcity of
some species 18 found in the belief held by
the great mass of people that because some
species of animals exist in large numbers
the supply is unlimited, ‘and those most
directly interested in the preservation ot
game are usually the most bitter opponents
of any measures for their own protection.

The lobster catchers and dealers object
to laws probibiting the capture and sale of
lobsters under a certain smize. The Poto-
mac fishermen complain because they are
not allowed to prevent sbad and herring
from ding to the spawning ground.
Neverthelets whergver laws have been put
into force, the result has b:en within a
comparatively short time so to increase

The West Indian seal, the range of

which was from the Babamas to the Gul

of Campeache, is supposed to be very near
This seal was discovered in

extinction.
August, 1494, when the flotilla of Columbus
was cruising among the West India islands.

The sailors then called them sea wolves.

Yery common, and
ing the winter ot ‘and 1877, and al-
though their numbere ave sinice increased | fun
they bave never i ‘their former
abundarce. P |

The great suk, the member of
the auk family, disti not only by

i;:e'i“'m 0 by being the only bird n
b Il et : ble t

Breech-loading and
Muzzie-loading Guns.

ed to continue the treatment.
ily the tmsprovement went oo, and after a
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of my trouble had
l0od secmed to course

disappeared. New
pl::y veina, and the organs whicn for

dayis work on my farm
been able to do in years
Ot course this may sound en-

* L4 o
flying, was confined t the North Atlantic,
ranging from Greenland to Virginis. It
bhas been completely exterminated, and its
more rap:d extinction seems to have been
due to the fact that it was very gregarious
in its lnl;iu .ndﬂ:id :yl le;v

raeding places. bird breed in
small colomes at localities scat.ered along
its territory, the tcientists think that it
would bave beer: in existence today. Just
when the great auk ceased to exist
m  Americs is unknown, for there
were few naturalists on this side the water
when it was being dome to death. Few
birds have received more attention than
has the great auk sinoe it became extinet,
and it has been the subject of many papers,
bo'h popularaud scientific, while it remains
bring extravagant prices chance
brings them into the market. The last
skeleton brought $600, the last skin $650,

reso d for $1,500.

Every one knows of the}/frightfully rapid
extinction of tte Americaii bison or buffalo
in this country. This, sccordipg to Ameri-
can scientists, is the saddest of all cases of

Few of these have

ly been
seen by naturaliste, and it is difficult to tell
Whether if

just how few there are left.
has been doomed to destruc ion or not is a

little uncertain, but no specimens have re-

cently been seen. As far as food, climate,
and suitable breeding places are concern-
ed, everytbiog is favorable to its existence,
and it may 10 time fill up its now decim-
ated ranks. The Professor says however
that, on the other hand, when s species

bas been reduced below a certain point it
seems, lihea stone rollng down hill, to

pursue its dowdward course with continu-
ally accelerated speed until the bottom is

the species that 1t has been ot the g
benefit pecuniarily and otherwise to those
who protested in the first instance.

The dictatas of fashion are the cause of
the destruction of fur-besring mammals for
clothing and of birds for millinery purposes.
Ip 1885 peccaries were so abundant in
Gextain parts ot Texas that their well-worn
trails were to be seen everywhere. About
this time hogskin goods being in favor, a
price of 50 cents each was offered for
paceary hides, with a result that five years
afterward peccaries bad become practi-
cally exterm’nated. This shows how
short a time is required to cause the prac-
tical extermination of a species in a com-
munity. A yearly record of the sales ot
some London firms would indicata clearly
the whims of fashion. Some of the present
tendencies are shown by the fict that
80,000 monkey skins and 250,000 Auatra
lian opossums were disposed of at & single
sale. Among the items at onc sale of birds
were 6,000 birds of paradise, 5 000 Impe-
yan phessants, 360,000 ckins from Indis,
and 400,000 humming birds. The number
of birds disposed of on this one occasion
exceeded that contsined in all the collec-
tions, public and private, of the United
States. The fashionable sealskin cloaks
demand a yearly slsughter of abou: 185,
000 fur seals. To supply the world with
ivory for a year necessitates the death of
100,000 elephants. It these were placed
in single file they would make a.procession

hed ani the sp exists no more.
. The California sea elephants, the largest
of the seals, hiving a length of from
twenty to twenty-two feet, are now very
scarce, considering the former abundance
of these animals on the Californian coa-t,
and from the fact that very little is ever
seen of them it is considered by naturalists
that they are in a fair way to extermina-
tion. - By 1860 sea elephanis had become
80 scarce that their pursuit was no longer
profi able, and from that time up to 1880

0 tew stragglers were seen about the

sguthern coast of California that the
snimal was currently regarded as extinct.
In 1884 & sctooner visited the southern
coast of California in the interests of the
United States National Museum and. found
none. It is sherefore quite possible that
the end of the California sea elephant has
come. It is much to be deplored that these
animals should have been exterminated,
wh:n they could so easily have been pre-
served by sparing eich year the young and
a tew adults.

The walrus is well known,but the walrus
of the Atlantic and Pacific differ in maoy

the extinction of specips. The wild buffalo
is practically gone forever, and in a few
more years, as Prof. Hornaday, the super-
intendent of the National Zoo ogical Park,
has eaid, *‘when the whitened bones of the
last bleaching skeleton shall have been
picked up and shipped east for ial
uses, nothing will remsin of him eave his
old well-worn trails along the water courses
? few museum specimens, and reget for his
ate. .,
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The ares once inhabited by the A

bison extended almost from the Atlantic to
the Pacific coast. Tke animals were grad-
ually shot off in_the eastern and middle
zectiuns of ths Umted States, Canads and
Mexico, and in 1870 they were divided in
two berds, whieh range through parts of

Kansae. Colorado, Texas, and New Mex-
1co, Dakota, :Montang, . Wyoming, and
the north of th; Dommion: In 1880 the
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~ DO YOU WANT
A Second-Hand Bicycle?
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berds were still further d ; they
occupied only parts ot Wyoming, Montana
Dakots, and Colorado, together with a

ada. The greatest slaughters were in
1870 and 1873, and from 1880 to 1888, at
which time the herd was reduced to s

nother small herd iu Montana, and a third
swall herd to the north in the Dominion of
Canldn.—_-N. Y. Sun.

Uses for D. ad Show Beasts.
When an animal dies in a menagerie it
is not likely to be & total loss. “The skin is
usually of some value, and in the case of
some animals as, for instance, the lion or
the tiger, it may be of considerable value.
The value ot any skin depends largely upon
its condition, and 1ts condition may deter-
mine whether the skin should be mounted
as a rug or as & showpiece. The manner’
of mounting s skin might also be influenced
in spme measure by the state of the market
at the moment. 'There might be & greater
demand for rugs of the skin of some animals,
and for such animal

We have them in good running order,
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; O $8a5.
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respects. _As the whale d d in num-
bers the whaling men directed their atten-
tion more +nd more to the walrus, snd be-
tween 1870 and 1880 there were brought
to the market nearly 2,000,000 gallons of
oil and nearly 400 pounds ot walrus ivory.
These smounts represent the destruction of
about 190,000 animals. Although it 1s far
inferi lephant ivory, the demand for

over 180 miles long. Henry M. Stanley
makes & still more extraordinary state-
ment. He said that the death of an eleph-
ant was but & portion of the price paid for
ivory, every pound ot which had coet the
life of & man, woman, or child, while every

to
walrus tusks is nevertheless great; and
while the price by the pound was in 1879
only 40 or 45 cents, 1t was in 1880 trom $1
to $1.25, and in 1888 from $4 to $4,50.
The walrus being & stupid animsl under

twenty tusks had been obtained at the
price of the destruction of & district, with
allits people, villages, and plantations.

- The extermination of the buffalo over
large areas of country was in the begin-
ning partly s matter of necessity in order
that the land might be rendered available
or stock raising. The wolf and coyste

- Ask your grocer for
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or & greater d

d as sh . The geri
owner sends the skin to the taxidermist and
bas it mounted, perhaps as & rug

. for
his own use, or s an an:mal to be added to

the menagerie
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