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VICTORY MAKES

PORTLAND THE WINTER PORT

‘The ~ Citizens of Mainc Town Arc Happy—

Every Newspaper Jubilant---Portland’s

~

Population Will Double..

BOSTON, Nov. 6.—The victory won
by New England in the Canadian elec-
tions is still a surprise for congratula-
tion in the opinion of the newspapers.
In their view the future of Portland is
‘now assured—at the expense of course
of Canadian taxpayers and Canadian
ports. Portland appears to be revel-
ling in a grand delirium of delight, now
that it can freely express itself with-
out furnishing campaign material for
the Canadian party across the line.

A specisl despatch from Portland to
the Boston Americaa says:

. “YEvery business man in Portland
feels like _celebrating, for the entire

¢ community loocks forward to a boom

. 'with the population.
‘ are being made, and & boom in Build-

f

that will rival any western mining
camp boom in its palmiest days.

(“Predictions are made that the popu-
lation of Portland will be doubled
within a few years from the time the
Grand Trunk railway, from Winnipeg
! to the Pacific coast, is completed. The
building of the extemsion of the road
was assured by the result of the Can-
adian elections, when the liberals won
~over the conservatives.

“Real estate owners are already hold-
‘ing their property at a slight advance
in value, and they maintain that the
price. will rise in a corresponding ratio
Building plans

. ing will start in the spring beyond a
doubt. The terminals of the Grand
Trunk railroad, which have been build-
" ing for several years, will bé rushed to
completion, and the company is al-

i“rveady at work on additional plans for

%

the increase of business that wiil make
Portland the great shipping point of
.the transcontinental road.

“When the liberal party was return-
‘ed a victor over the conservative party
14n the Canadian elections of the past
-wveek, the heart of every Portland busi-
' ness-man beat high with joy, for the
 announcement of the liberal victory

was equivalent to an announcement of
& great boom for Portland and a pro-
.phecy of Portland becoming one of the
' greatest grain shipping points in the
world.

“The city of Portland has really been
the point of battle about which the
‘Canadian election has been waged. She
'has been abused by both political par-

ties and cartooned by all journals, but
‘the abuse of the liberal party has been
‘insincere. Their leaders believe Port-
land the natural terminal of the pro-

.posed Grand Trunk Pacific. The abuse

<

P e

!

~© “Portland’s

. many years.

. 48 soon to fall.

of the conservative party, on the other
“hand, has been genuine, and they have
charged the liberals with fostering the
‘lﬂterestu of an American rather than a
_Canadian city.

' “In the words of Charles 8. Fobes of
‘the Portland board of trade, and one
‘of the best posted men in the city on
‘the subject, ‘It is impossible to esti-
_mate at present the vast possibilities
‘opeaed to Portland by the liberal vic-
tory in Canada. Now that the liberals
have a firmer control of the govern-

‘ment, the Grand Trunk Pacific railway |

awill certainly be built, and moreover
Portland will be made its eastern ter-
minal.’ ”

A specia] from Portland to the Bos-
ton Journal says: *“The victory of
the liberals over the conservatives in
T$he Canadian elections means that this
city is destined to become, within a
decade, one of the most important ex-

. port cities on the Atlantic coast. The
victory means the Grand Trunk rail-
way, with its Atlantic terminal here
. Wwill be pushed from Winnipeg to the
Pacific coast and that all along this
great transcontinental railroad the
products for export will be, for the
niost part, shipped directly to Port-

land.

. “The highest officials of the Grand
Trunk, the officials of this city and all
"others who are oonversant with the
situation as it is and as it will be,
agres that Portland’s population will
_double within a few years after the

- railroad is completed, that her pro-

. perty valuation will Increase corres-
‘pondingly and that her commerce will
: probably tenfold.

boom was bound to

It has been looked for for

So certain of the final

‘pushing through of the Grand Trunk

‘'to the Pacific and the making of this

~ come.

port the great shipping point for the
roal's mammoth export business have
officials of the rallroad and orf the
city been that for the last fifteen years
workmen have been engaged in build-
ing" docks and elevators and making
arrangements to accommodate the in-
crease of business, until now the work
is so far advanced that by the time
the road is completed Portland will
have every facility to handle all the
export shipping, and all the commerce
the transcontinental road can pour in.

‘“There is great rejoicing here over
the victory of the liberals in Canada,
and while this rejoicing is not demon-
strative, the citizens are thoroughly
pieased and the prospects of rapid
growth have been the one topic‘of talk
here since the election returns came in.

“At the same time the work of that
remarkable railroad man, Charles M,
Hays, second vice president and gen-
eral manager of the Grand Trunk, and
of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, premier, in
bringing apout the plans for making
the railroad a transcontinental line, is
thoroughly appreciated.

James B. Baxter, mayor of Portland,
says: ‘The building of the proposed
railroad is going to be a great thing for
this city. Portland will have to be the
eastern terminal by reason of its geo-
graphical location and superfor natural
advantages.  There should be no jeal-
ousy between the two peoples, as they
have too much in common. )

“When the proposed Canadian road
is completed it is going to help busi-
ness in Portland materially. More pro-
ducts from the west will come here for
shipment to European ports, which
means more work for our people. It
will also assist in increasing our popu-
lation. There is no question in my
mind that this city will be the terminal
for the proposed railroad.”

Charles M. Forbes, president of the
Portland board of trade, observes:
“The victory of the liberal party in
Canada will make Portland the great-
est outlet city of its kind in the coun-
try and one of the greatest export
points in the country.

“The course of trade from Canada
takes naturally the nearest port, which
is Portland, and although in part Can-
adian products sent down by the Grand
Trunk have been shipped by way of
Boston and New York over the Ver-
mont Central, when the road becomes
one great transcontinental system, the
products will naturally go direct to the
nearest port—this city.

The Boston Advertiser, annexation-
ist advocate, says:

“Laurier stands. more than for any-
thing else in American politics, for the
idea of breaking away from Great
Britain and getting into more friend-
ly relations with the United States.
He it was who got the joint high com-
mission appoined to settle the ques-
tion of a trade treaty—a work yet un-
finished. He got the Alaska bound-
ary settled when the conservatives
wanted to fight. And early in the
campaign he allowed it to be under-
stood that if he were re-elected, the
question of a trade treaty would be
taken up again.

‘“While the conservatives called fora
tariff war with the United States, Lau-
rier was doing what he could to show
his determination that Canada should
break loose from Great Britain, * * *

“Now that Canada has broken off
witi the ‘mother country,’ she is all
ready to take up with the United
States if this country acts quickly.”

New York He.ald: “The Canadians
are to be congratulated on their repudi-
ation of Mr. Chamberlain’s proposed
imperial militarism, their disinclina-
tion to decrease in any degree their
power of self-government and their
disapproval of a pelicy which would
retard their present prosperous de-
velopment on natural lines.”

A Portiland special to the Boston
Herald says: ‘“The victory of the lib-
eral party in the Canadian elections,
Thursday, will result in a big boom for
Portland as a shipping centre. The
victory of the liberal party means that
the Grand Trunk Pacific railway will
be built. Portland is the natural ter-
minus for this read, which will be the
outlet for the great grain fields of the
Canadian Northwest.”

A WINTBR OF FIGHTING.

(New York Globe.)
Winter does not promise to bring an
interlude of inaction to blood-soaked

" Manchuria. Neither main army now

expects the luxury of winter quarters,
while at Port Arthur the grim duel be-
tween assailant and defender goes on
with superhuman frenzy. With another
great battle in immediate prospect-~it
may have already begun—the Novem-
her losses are likely to exceed the ap-
pelling total of October.

It may be assumed that Port Arthur
The not-to-be-denied
“Japanese are working closer and closer
to the core of the fortress.. The de-
fense has been heroic, and Stoessel’s

" _mame will live in Russian history with

by the explosion

‘. Arthur is certain.

that of Suvaroff, but there are limits |
even to his powers of endurance. The {
Jittle men although foiled of their aim
for six months, at last will prevail.
‘The “slaughter in swathes” will con-
tifiue, and thousands may be destroyed
of Russian mihe
flelds; but, unrelieved, the fate of Port
A When it falls the

7 pssailing army will be sent as fast as

%

the railorad can transport it to the re-
. inforcement of Oyama. Kuropatkin,
“po matter how great the energy of his
government in sending out troops from
Europe, will see his enemy also swel-
ling in numbervs.

The Japanese genera! staff, secretive
goncerning its plans, has given the
world no inkling of how far north it
tntends to force a way. Some have
sald Harbin was the objective; others
Mukden; still others that aiready the |
Himit of Japanese offensive operations |
fhas been reached and that there i{s no

purpose to advance much beyond the
line of the Shakhe.

Supporting the latter view is the fact
that the Japanese have no made a
northward movement since the battle
of Liao Yang, two months ago. The
Shakhe battle was brought on by the
Russians assuming the offensive, and
stopped when they were repulsed. It
is not impossible that the Japanese will
hereafter confine themselves to -defen-
sive or offensive-defensive operations.

That the Russian losses were 60,000
along the Shakhe, while the Japanese
lost only one-third as many is cal-
culated to incline the Japanese generals
to stick to defense. If Kuropatkin is
able to collect and maintain a half
million soldiers he will hardly be able
to make a serious impression on the
reinforced Japanese line. The war
game would thus take on the aspect of
a stalemate, with humanity growing
more and more sick of its soul-searing
scenes. It is not strange that the
world is turning more and more to
thought of mediation.

SWEENY, SOLICITOR GENERAL.

MONCTON, Nov. 7.—It is stated now
that another election contest will be
right on in Westmorland.

In the shift to be made in the local
government executive, it is said Hon.
¥. J. Sweeney, member of the govern-
ment without portfolio, is to be ap-
pointed solicitor general, and will ap-
peal to his constituents for re-election.
It was rumored some time ago that
'if the federal government was sustain-
ed Mr. Sweeney's appointment to a

portfolio would follow.

To cure Headache in ten minutes use
Kumfort Headache Powders, 10 cents.
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YARMOUTH TRAGEDY.

R

Sailmaker Found Dead on Sunday.

YARMOUTH, Nov. T7.—A discovery
was made on Sunday, when the body
of Wm. Dourden, a well-known safl-
maker, was found. There were mark#®
of violence about the body, but the
coat of the deceased was thrown over
his shoulders. The coroner thinks lige
had been extinct about five hours
when the body was discovered. Dour-
den left his home at 6 o'clock Satur-
day morning. He leaves a widow and
four children. An inquest will be hgld
on Menday afternoon.

CALL TO ARMS STOPPED GAME.
After Almost Half a Century the
Veteran Soldiers (tot Together
And_ Finished Jack Pot.

e

One result of the recent Grand Army
of the Republic reunion in Boston was
an unusual poker game played in
Western New York. For if it hadn't
been for the reunion James Weather-
bee of Denver, Col, a one-armed vet-
eran of the Civil War, would not Jhave
met an old comrade here, and inci-
dentally would not have finished a lit-
tle jack pot that was being nicely
opened on the night of April 2, 1865, on
the outskirts of Petersburg. The ex-
plosion of Fort Drewry and the burn-
ing of Richmond, in sending Grant’s
70,000 men scuttling after Lee’s veter-

ans, with Sheridan hanging on the’

flank interrupting the game.

While on his way home from Bos-
ton, Weatherbee stopped at Roches-
ter to visit friends. While there he
took a trolley ride to Sodus Point. As
the car was waiting at Union Hill he
theard a man mention the name  of
Prattley, a well known farmer.

‘“Hey, there,” he cried out of the
window; ‘“are you folks. speaking of
Enos Prattley, a Civil War veteran?”’

The ‘'station agent told him that the
lgroup was speaking of Enos L. Pratt-
ey.

“I get out here,”
to his friends.
way home.”

He walked a mile before he came to
his old comrade’s home.

“Is this Enos? Shake. I'm Weath-
erbee. Do you remember April 2,
1866?"" he asked of Prattley, who was
about to enter the house.

Prattley grinned and said:

“Let’s see, Jim; we was o6pening a
Jack pot when old Drewry blew up
end you had to git.”

“And that last deal cost me an arm,”
replied Weatherbee, still clinging to
the other’s rough palm.

“That’'s why I never came back to
finish that pot. I was dealing, remem-
ber? You were scowling at your cards
and pretending < you couldn’t open.
Lord! Seems as if it was but yester-
day. And I never kuew what I held
in my hand.” y

“Come inside, Jim,” invited the far-
mer. “I sealed them cards up and I
guess we'd better finish that pot.”

The ‘two hands, yellowed with age,
and the balance of the grimy old deck
were brought out of a cupboard and
the two again examined their cards.

“You were right, Jim. I'd calculat-
ed to open. Here’s the original stake.
We was playing a ten-cent limit game.
So I'll open it for ten,” said Prattley.

“Watherbee slammed twénty cents
on the table.

“It’'ll cost you ten more
cards,” he cried.

“Well, these look pretty good. Tl
fuss with them. Gimme two cards,”
retorted the farmer.

“Prattley held three duces. Weath-
erbee had four, five, six, seven of dia-
monds and the queen of spades. He
had waited thirty-nine years to dis-
cover that he stood a chance of mak-
ing a flush, a straight, or a straight
flush. He caught the three of spades.

“Ten cents,” said Prattley.

“And ten,” replied Weatherbee,
cheerfully.

“Same to you,” challenged the far-
mer, who had caught two jacks. .

“They’re just as good as they were
in 1865. Up again,” retorted Weather-
bee.
Prattley raised again and once more
and then called. His pot amountecC to
$1.50.

“We won’t play' another pot, as it
would take away the poetry of the
whole thing,” said the¢ Denver man.
“But after recovering from my wound
I went West and made a litile money,
and if you'll sell me the cards and
jack pot for fifty dollars I'd be much
obliged, Enos.”

“It’'ll help out on the taxes. I'll do
it,” agreed Prattley, and the old cards
and the handful of silver were sealed
up and handed to the Westerner. |

Prattley says that ever since that
long ago night, when he expected
young Weatherbee to return with the
morning at the latest, he has always
felt that the interrupted pot would
be opened some time.

cried Weatherbee
“Pick me up on your

to draw

THE RADIUM CLOCK.

We cannot say that perpetual motion
has actually been\ discovered, but the
radium clock which is described by the
Chicago ' Journal comes very near it.

A small quantity of radium is put in
a glass tube, at the lower end of which
is an electroscope with two long strips
of silver.

The activity of the radium induces
the “minus beta” rays to be conducted
to the tips when the leaves of the
electroscope expand, and touch the
sides of two conducting wires.

Of course, the currents are at once
released, and the leaves fall back
again.

The beats are repeated every two
minutes, and the calculation is that it
will continue for no less than 80,000
years, which is about as near to per-
petuity as any of us need trouble
about.

Most interesting is the fact that in-
surance companies have such confid-
ence in the arrangement that they are
willing to underwrite against stoppage

.at a ridicuously small premium, some-

thing like an eighth of a penny per
month. s

CONBERVATIVE LBADS IN AL-
BERTA.

WINNIPEG, Man,
conservative candidate
has retired and

Nov. 7.— The

in D;umhin
the ljberal has been
elected By acclamation. In Alberta,
with half the polls heard from, the

conservative candidate leads by 80,

Perverw——

THE LAST TRENCH.

*e

Russlans at Port Arthur
Stubbornly Resist,

o8
But the Japanese are Steadily Clos-
‘lnq In on the Gity--Fighting is
Desperate.

CHICAGO, Nov. 7.—A special to the
Chicago Daily News from Dalny, Nov.
6, via Kobe, Nov. 7, says:

After three days of continuous boms
bardment of Port Arthur, which caus-
ed extensive destruction to the Sho-
jusan and Niryusan forts in the west
centre of the . Russian line of defence,
and also to Kekwan fort, the right
wing of the Japanese army assaulted
Shojusan yesterday afternoon. Havs
ing carried .the approaches to that
height the assailants entrenched thems-
selves under the glacis of the forts. In
the evening the left wing delivered an
asrault on Kekwan, fighting its’ way
to the lower paarpet. There the Jap-

nese held the ground sﬂxbbornly -in
the face of Russian counter attacke.

Having been reinforced during the
night, the Russians charged down up-
on the Japanese and desperate hand
to hand conflicts ensued. The Japan-
ese beat back the eneiny and destroy-
ed two covered positions on the front
moat. A Japanese =sub-lieutenant
with thirty volunteers then succeeded
in making his way to the rear of the
fort. There he engaged in a personal
conflict with -2 Russian officer. and
killed him. Having discovered two
more defencés in the rear moat, the
sub-lieutenant withdrew his force with
the loss of two mon. Later in tha
night the advanced position of the
Japanese was taken and re-taken
twice. The besiggers = succeeded in
holding the approaches and eonstruct-
ing trenches connecting them with the
army’s front parallel. At dawn num-
bers of dead were visible on the slopes
north of fort five,. The new and old
batteries in the left centre of the line
of defence, were captured by the se-
vere fighting of the night. These op-
eartions have driven an effective
wedge into the Russian centre. Severe
explosions have occurred in the fort-
ress within the last few days. The
total casualties of the Japanese in the
late attacks were 1,100. Over 500
were killed up to October 9. The
spirit of the men is magnificent. The
firing of all the guns is wonderfully
effective.

The climax to the late bombardment
came between 4 and 6 o’clock Satur-
day afternoon. It was a superb spec-
tacle. Every fort of the enemy wasen-
gaged and the fighting in the trenches
was constant and severe. The out-
posts of the contending forces were
only forty feet apart. At one o’clock
this morning one of the Japanese
trenches collapsed nto a Russian gal-
lery. The enemy® being surprised
underground, fled in confusion.

LIBFALS ARE RATILED

Over the Decision of Quebec Conser-

vatives Not to Contest Elections.

MONTREAL, Nov. 7.—The liberals
are very much rattled over the decision
of conservatives, in view of the short
time allowed them, not to place any
candidates in the fleld. The great point
being made by conservatives is that
there exists no reason beyond liberal
party self-interest why the expense of
a general election should be saddled
upon cthe province at the present time.

Premier Parent attempted to answer
this today by saying that the cause for
appeal existed in charges made by pri-
vate and corporate interests that a
hold up game is being played at their
expense by the legislators of Quebec,
and that these charges have rendered
a renewal of confidence on the part of
the electors not only desirable but
necessary. This reason is made hollow
by the shortness of time allowed the
people who have made these accusa-
tions to present their case to the peo-
ple. The conservatives’ decision is gen-
erally affirmed by independent men.

A LOCOMOTIVE'S LIFE.

What is the life of a locomotive? is
a question that is sometimes asked.

As far as English railways are con-
cerned, the average life is said to be
20 years.

Some of the French railways claint
to have the oldest and at the same. time
the quickest locomotives in the world.

The Orleans Company have on some
of the Paris suburban lines a number
of engines that were built in 1871, and
they are still making regular services.

The same company have other loco-
motives onh their long distance jour-
neys that were built in 1882.

One of the goods engines bears the
date 1861, and in spite of its 43 years
of existence it is still at work hauling
along goods trains.

But the oldest engine ‘of the com-
pany’s line is one which was turned
out of the maker's hands in 1855, and
is thus nearly 50 years old. >

It is still used, says the Manchester
Guardian, for light work.

i he Orleans Company have in their
possession an engine constructed to
their order in 1846 by Stephenson, aft-
er plans suggested by their engineer,
M. F. Seguin.

DAILEY STOCK COMPANY OPENS.

The Dailey Stock Company opened
a winter engagement at the Opera
House last night. There was a fairly
good sized audieznce present and the
company were given a cordial recep-
tion, particularly Mies Carr and George
C. Robinson, who were with last sea-
son’'s company. ?

A comsiderably better play might
have been selected for the opening bill.
Heart and Sword is announced on the
programme 2= a romantic comedy in
three acts. .No one disputed that there
were three acts. However, the com-
pany is a well balanced one and bet-
ter things may be expected.

A GHURLISH “C.. DIDATE.

Gibson Refused to Shake Hands with
Crocket Who Defeated Him
in  York.

FREDERICTON, Nov. 7.—Declara-
tion proceedings passed off quietly
here today. The official returns show-
ed 4 majority for Mr. Crocket, the
conservative ecandidate, of 162, the total
vote being: Crocket, 8,096; Gibson,
2,934, It wasg nearly the largest, if not
the largest, vote ever polled in the
county of Yerk in a federal election.
Mr. Crocket carried every parish ‘in
the county but one, Kingsclear, ‘and in
this lattef he reduced the majority of
80 or 90 to 45. Mi. Gibson had a ma-
jority of 102 in Fredericton and 216 in
Marysville, which kept him from being
swamped.

Both Mr. Crocket and Mr. Gibson
addressed the electors after the sheriff
had announced the due election of the
former,

Mr. Crocket made a most neat and
suitable speech in thanking the people
for the support given him in the con-
test.
campaigne, ard he challenged any man
to show a single instance in any of his
speaches where he had not treated his
opponent_openly and honorably. There
had been no appeal made to any race
or religious prejudices, as had been
ineinuated, and he said that anyone
who charged such uttered the basest
of falsehoods. He had won this vic-
tory on account of the grand work
done by t¥» conservative party in
York and.on account of the independ-
ent electors placing good party and
good government before prejudices,

Mr. Gibson spoke briefly. He thank-

he would accept the verdict, though he
thought York had made a mistake.

™ At the conclusion of the speed¢hes Mr.
Crocket stepped forward and held out
his hand.
shake hands with you; I don't want
to have anything to do with you,” and
other remarks.

The incident was not a very pleasing
one even to the most ardent liberals,
and no'matter how strongly Mr. Gib-
son might have felt personally, the re-
fusal to shake hands was not consid-
«~d the wisest move.

Frank Good, charged with assaulting
Paul Boolot, was sent up for trial to-
day for the next sitting of the supreme
court, in January.

JACK TAR’S FEARS.)

Superstitions That Have
Dreadful Realisation.

Come to

Landsmen laugh at sailors’ supersti-
tions, says a Jack Tar contributor to
this wueek’s “T. A. T.,” but Jack himself
firmly believes in them, and points to
innumerable inestances in justification
of 'his ‘“‘credulity.”

Many of these, too, are of =
startling character.

For instance, it i8 a common belief
that any hitch in the christoning of a
ship forebodes disaster.

Acting on their conviction of the
truth of this, our riggers employved on
the “Daphne,” launched at Govan on
the Clyde in June, 1883, jumped from
off her deck as she was clearing the
ways because of a failure to break the
bottle at first attempt. Hardly had
their feet touéhed the ground when the
unfortunate vessel heeled over and sank
in the middle of £he river, and 124 out
of about 200 people on board of her were
drowned.

On June 21, 1898, again, at the launch-
ing the ‘“Albion” at 'Blackwall, the
Duchess of York made three separate
attempts to smash the bottle that
hung from the bows as the monster
vessel glided past her; but all three re-
sulted in failure, owing, it was said at
the time, to the glass having been
swathed in some soft material. Thirty-
seven people were drowned in the
backwash which the unchristened ship
treated as she took the water: i

Among seafaring men the world over
it is deemed unlucky to name ships af-
ter reptiles. The Admiralty have gone
out of their way to ignore this belief,
and with disastrous results,

For example, there have been four
men-of-war called “Serpent,” and all
four have come to an untimely end. The
last of them, a fine new torpedo cruiser,
ran ashore on the Spanish coast in a
gale on November 10, 1890, and of the
176 officers and men comprising her
crew only three were saved.

The, “Snake” and “Viper” were also
ur “ortunate. Three ‘Rattlesnakes”
have been lost, two ‘“Crocodiles,” and
two ‘“‘Adders,” while the careers of no
fewer than five “‘Cobras” have termin-
ated disastrously and that without
counting the brand-new turbine torpedo
| boat destroyer of that name which
foundered in the North Sea with 67
of her officers and crew in October,
1901, and which had not at the time
been handéd over by the contractors.

really

DESPERALO SHOT
DEAD BY WOMAN.

ASHEVILLE, N. C, Nov. 5. — Wm.
Morrow, a noted desperado, has been
shot and killed in Burnsville by Mrs.
John Phillips, a highly respected young
married woman.

Morrow was infatuated *with Mrs.
Phillips and would take daring risks
of being caught to go and see her. His
advances: were repulsed,  and on his
last visit he became violent. Mrs.
Phillips, who was alone, ordered Mor-
row away. He left, but started back
to the house.

Mrs. Phillips says she was afraid of
her life and warned Morrow that if he
crossed her fence she would shoot. The
man faced Mrs. Phillips and the shot-
gun for an instant and then started to
cross the fence. Mrs. Phillips fired,
and the shot struck Morrow in the ab-
domen. As he fell backward she fired
the second barrel, which also took ef-
fect.

Morrow had been a fugitive for about
a year. He was accused of several
murders.

What is the largest town ever incor-
porated in the history of the world?
An American paper, the Flaming
Sword, assures 'us that it is Estero,
Fla., which covers 110 square miles, al-
though the population per mile is, per-
haps, discreetly not mentioned. It isa

is the home of a new religion, Kore-
shanity.

Advertisements of the leading busi-
ness houses in St. John are to be found
in this paper.

He had carried on the fairest of |

ed those who had vo.ed for him, and |

Mr. Gibson said, “I won't

town remarkable in other ways, for it’
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(Continued).

‘Miss Tuttle?”” Mr. Jeflrey stop-
ped in his walk to fling out this
ejaculation. ‘I admire and respect
Miss Tuttle,” he went on to declare,
“but I never loved her. Not as I
did my wife,”” he finished, but with
a certain hard accent, apparent en-
. ough to a sensitive ear.
| “Pardon me; it is as difficult for
| me to put these questions as it is
for you to hear them. Were you and
| Miss Tuttle ever engaged?”’

I started. This was a question
which half of Washington had been
"asking itself’ for the last three
i months.
| Would Mr. Jefirey answer it? or,
| romembering  that these clu?stions
| v.cre rather friendly than official, re-
| fuse to satisfy a curiosity which he
mizht well consider intrusive? The
set, a.sp‘oct of his features - promised
little in the way of information, and
we were both surprised when a mo-
ment later he responded with a grim
emphasis hardly to be expected from
one of his impulsive tempérament:

“Unhappily, no. My attentions
never went so far.”

Instantly the coroner pounced on
the one weak word which Mr. Jefirey
had let fall.

“Unhappily?”’ he repeated.
do you say, unhappily?”’

Mr. Jeffrey flushed and seemed to
come out of some dream.

“Did I say unhappily?’’ he 1nquir\»
ed. ‘“Well, I repeat it; Miss Tuttle
would never have given me any cause
for jealousy.”’

The coroner bowed and for the pre-
sent dropped her name out of the
conversation.

“You speak again of the jealousy
aroused in you by your wife’s im-
! petuosities. Was this increased or
. diminished by the tone of the few
lines she left behind her?”

The response was long in. coming.
It was hard for this man to lie. The
struggle he made at it was pitiful.
As I noted what it cost him, I be-
gan to. have new and curious
thoughts concerning him and the
whole matter under discussion.

““I ghall never overcome the re-
morse roused. in me by those few
lires,”” he finally rejoincd.
showed a consideration for me—"

“YWhat!

The coroner’s exclamation showed
all the surprize he felt. Mr. Jefirey
tottered under it, then grew pale as
if on'y through our amazed looks he
had come to realize the charge of in-
consistency to Which he had laid
Limseclf- open. .

T mean—’> he endeavored to ex-
plain, ‘‘that Mrs. Jeffrey showed an
unexpected tonderness toward me by
taking all the blame of our misun-
derstanding upon herself. It was
gener6us of her and will do much to-
ward making my memory of her a
gentle one.””

e was forgetting himself again.
Indeed, his manner and attempted
cxplanations were full of contradic-
tions. To emphasize this fact Coron-
er Z. exclaimed:

“] should think so! She paid a
hravy penalty for her professed lack
of love. You believe that her mind
was unseated?”’

“Does not her action show it?’’

““Unseated by the mishap occur-
ring at her marriage?’’

Con

“You really think that?’’

Ves

“By anything that passed between
you?”’

“Yen. ™

“May I ask you to tell us what
passed between you -on this point?”’

idYeS."

ITe had uttered the monosyllable so
often it scemed to come unconscious-
ly from his lips. But he recognized
almost as soon as we did that it
was not a natural reply to the last
quostion, and, mlaking a gesture of
apolosy, he added, with the same
monotony of tone which had charac-
terized these replies:

*‘She spoke of her strange guest’s
unaccountable death more than once,
and whenever she did so, it was with
an unnatural excitement and in an
unhalanced way. This was so
noticeable to us all that the subject
presently was tabooed amongst us,
but though she henceforth spared us
all allusion to it, she continued to
talk about the house itself and of
the previous deaths which had occur-
red there till we were forced to for-
bid that topic also. She was never
really harself after crossing the
threshold of this desolate house to
be married. The shadow which
lurks within its walls fell at that in-
stant upon her life. May God have
mercy—"’

The praver remained unfinished. His
head which had fallen on his breast
sank lower.

He presented the aspect of one who
is quite done with life, even its sor-
rows.

But men in the position of Coroner
Z. can not afford to be compassion-
ate. Everything the berecaved man
said deepened the impression that he
was acting a | (. To make  sure
that this was really so, the coroner,
with just the slightest touch of sar-
casm, quietly observed:

‘““And to ease your
the wife you were so‘deeply angered
with—you visited this’ house, and, at
an hour waich you should have spent
in reconciliation with her, went
through its ancient rooms in the
hope—of what?’’

Mr. Jeflrey could not answer. The
words which came from his lips were
mere ejaculations.

I was restless—mad—I found
adventure diverting. I had no
purpose in mind.”’

*“Not when you looked at the
picture?”’

““The old picture?. What
ture?”’

‘“The old picture in the south-west
chamber. You took a lock at that,
{ didn't you? Got up on a chair on
purpose to do so?”’

Mr. Jefirey winced. DBut he made a
direct reply.

“‘Yes, 1 gave a look at that
picture; got up, as you say, on a
chair to do so. Wasn't that the
frcak of an idle man. wandering. he

“Why

wife’s mind—

this
real

old

old pic-

old

‘“She .

i the two had met and spoken

« went down,
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nardly knows why, from room to
room in an old and deserted house?’®

His tormentor did not answer,
Probably his mind was on his next
line of .inquiry. But Mr. Jefirey did
not take his silence with the calms-
ness he had shown prior to the last
attack. As no word came from his
unwelcome guest, he paused in his
rapid pacing and, casting aside with
one impulsive gesture his hitherto
imperfectly held restraint, he cried
out sharply:

“Why do you gsk me these ques-
tions in tones of ‘such suspicion? Is
it not plain enough thate1iny wila
took her own life under a misappre-
hension of my state of mind toward
her, that you should feel it necessary
to rake up these personal matters,
which, however interesting to the
world at large, are of a painful nae
ture to me?”’

«Mr, Jefirey,’”’ retorted the other,
with a sufden grave assumption of
dignity not without its effect in a
case of such serious import, '‘“‘we do
nothing without purpose. We ask
these questions and show this inter-
est because the charge of suicide
which has hitherto been made against
your wife is not entirely sustained
by the facts. At least she was not
alone when she took her life. Some
one was in the house .with her.”’

It was startling to observe the ef-
fect of this declaration upon him.

“Impossible!’’ he cried out in a
protest as forcible as it was agoniz-
ed. ‘“You are playing with. my mis-
ery. She could have had no one
there; she would not. There is not
a man living before whom she would
have fired that deadly shot; unless it
was myself—unless it was ny own
wretched, miserable self.’’

The remorseful whisper in which
those final words were uttered carried
them to my heart, which for some
strange amd - unaccountable reason
had been gradually turning toward
this man. But my less easily affect-
ed companion, seeing his opportun-
ity and possibly considering that it
was this gentleman’s right to know
in what a doubtful licht he stood
before the law, remarked with as
light a touch of irony as was pos-
sible:

“You should know better than we
in whose presence she would choose
to die—if she did so choose. Also
who would be likely to tie the pise
tol to her wrist and blow out the
candle when the dreadful deed was
over.”

The laugh which seemed to be tha
only means of violent expression Te-
maining to this miserable man was
kept down by some amazing thought
which seemed to paralyze him. With-
out making any attempt to refute a
suggestion that fell just short of
a personal accusation, he sank down
in the first chair he came to and be-

, came, as it were, lost in the vision

of that ghastly ribbon-tying and the
solitary blowing out of the candle
upon this scene of mournful death.

{ Then with a struggling sense of hav-

ing heard something which called for
answer, he rose blindly to his feet
and managed to let fall these words:

“You are mistaken—mo one was
there, or if any one was—it was not
I. There is a man in this city who
can prove it.”’ J

- -* - L L 4 *

But when Mr. Jeffrey was asked to
give the name of this man, he show-
ed confusion and presently was oblige

| ed to admit that he could neither re-

call his name nor remember any-
thing about him, but that he was
some one whom he knew well, and
who knew him well. He affirmed that
near _
Soldiers’ Home shortly after the sun
and that the man would
be sure to remember this meeting
if we could only find him.

As Soldiers’ Home was several
miles from the Moore house and guite
out of the way of all his accustom=
ed haunts, Coroner Z. asked him how
he came to be there. He replied that
he had just come from Rock Creek
Cemetery. That he had been in a
wretched state of mind all day, and
possibly being influenced by what ha
had heard of the yearly vigils Mr,
Moore was in the habit of keeping
there, had taken a notion to stroll
among the graves, in search of the
rest and peace of mind he had failed
to find in his aimless walks about
the city. At least, that was the
way he chose to account for the
meeting he mentioned. Falling into
reverie again, he seemed to be irying
to recall the name whieh® at this
moment was of such importance ta
him. But it was without avail, as
he presently acknowledged.

““I can not remember who it was.
My brain is whirling, 'and I can re«
collect nothing but that this man
and myself left the cemetery togeth-
er on the night mentioned, just as
the gate was being closed. As it
eloses at sindown, the hour can be
fixed to a minute. It was some-
where near seven, I belicve; neax
enough, I am sure, for it te have
been impossible for- me to be at the
Moore house at the time my unhap-
py wife is supposed to have taken
her life. There is no doubt about
vour believing this?’”’ he demanded
with sudden haughtiness,” as, rising
to his feet, he confronted us in all
the pride of his exceptionally hand«
some person.

“We wish to believe it,”” assented
the coroner, rising in his turn,
“That our belicf may become cer-
tainty, will you let us know, the ine
stant you recall the name of the
man you talked with at the ceme-
tery gate? His testimony, far morg
than anv word of vours, will settls
this question - which otherwise maw
prove a vexed one.”’

Mr. Jefirey’s hand went up to his
hexd. Was he acting a part or did
he really forget just what it was for
his own best welfare to remember?
If he had forgotten, it argued that
he was in a state of greater disturbe=
ance on that night than would nate
urally be occasioned by a mere love
er’s quarrel with his wile.

Did the same thought strike my
companion? I can not say; I can
only give you his next words.

(To be Continued.}




