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Employers’ Reports
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ompared with $64.653.942 in the

of the previous year. For the tem months

the grand total of Canadian trade was $1,641.2835..
L a5 compared with $1.454 208,770 in 1923, The ehief im-
Jandary,s 1924, "were Tibres, textiles and textile produets
#20,54% ; 1ron and its produets amounting to $10.-

nerals and ts amounting to $10.301,

getable , winly foods amounting to
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same montl
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being wood, wood

1 }

animals

followec

slue of $10,085,683. During the ten
monibks of the fiscal year ending January, 1924 exports of agrieul-
turai and mainly foods, were valued at $344,
MBS 1 pre 1s and paper amounted .to

34
$22 animals and animal produets to $121

es reported to the Depart

lurmmg January, 1924, but

There were in existence at

wnth 16, disputes, involving 11,518

yes and a time loss of 101 968 days, as compared with

m January, imvolving 12.793 employes and a time loss

+3 working da; "ebruary, 1923, there were recorded

| 3,950 work-people and a time loss of 46,030

working days. Three new strikes commenced during February with
a tamag 4

prior to Fel

isputes

At the end of the month, therefore,

g the mont)
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Prices

Retail food prices were little changed from the levels reached
n January. The ¢ vek of a list of twenty-nine staple foods

pared with $10.78 for January: $1053 for February, 1923; $10.61

jfor February, 1922; $14.08 for February, 1921: $16.92 for June,

1920

the peak): $15.77 for February, 1920; $1254 for February,

| 1918 ; and $7.75 for Fe bruary, 1914, Prices of fresh eggs were sub-

stantially loweF while there were smaller deelines it cooking eggs,
lard, fresik pork, baeon. sugar and prunes. Advanees oceurred in
the es of butter, cheese, potatoes, evaporated apples, tea and
coffee, Including the cost of fuel and rent with that of foods
the total budget averaged $21.18 for February, as compared with

$21.23 for Jannary ; $21.17 for February, 1928 ; $21.07 for February, |

19: 2485 for February, 1921; $26.92 for June, 1920 (the peak

{ unchanged

Bnilding Permits and Contracts Awarded

<Remeag ol Statusion, the xalug, of

|
Maelean Building Review, issued by Mae- |

r cept; indpstrial building 10 $415000, or 2|
works and utilities to $13.097.000, or 61.6 per

“as distributed amongst the groups as follows: |

o =

at; Quebee, 127 per cent; western provinees,

maritime provinees, 2.3 per cent. the ameunts

¥ Irans- { o be spent being 17080200 in Ontario, $2.697 200 in Quebee, $498 -
ine Incidental to | 000
ightened aetivity | 5298 71

provinees, $731L.900 in British Columbia, and
provinees.

Production Reports

yarean of Statisties reporis taat the production
i ¥ taat !

v during Janiary, 1924 showed an advanee

the December output of 30622 tons to 63,702

a marked meresse over the outputs in Jan-

ce years. The oulput® of basic pig iron was !

The movement of wholesale prices as indicated by the index

R. Bra-
mamber of the Douipiop Murean ok Satisticr e ere- gt SHe B TR S
W rure for g‘%bmugv being 156.6 as compared with 156.7 for Jan- e s

na 152.6 for February, 1923: 1535 for February, 1922; 191.1 for

| February, 1921 : 2569 for May, 1920 (the peak); 238.3 for Feb-

ruary, 1920; and 2005 for February, 1919. In the grouping aec-
cording to the chi<f component material the Vegetable Produets
group, the Non-Ferrous Metal group, and the Non-Metallic Miner-
als group were each higher while the Animals group, the Textiles

i Eroap, the Wood group and the Iron group were each lower. The

Chemieals group was uschanged from the January level.

The index’ number based upon prices of 271 commodities n
IS90-1899 as 100, published by the Department of Labor sinee 1910,
advanced to 2219 for February as compared with 2227 for Jan
wary; 224 2 for February, 1922; 2295 for February, 1922; 2701 for
Fel . 1921 356.6 for May, 1920 (the peak): 3435 for February,
1919 2655 for Pehruary, 1918; and 1368 for February, 1914. The
groups showing advapces were grains, animals and meats, fruits
2nd vegetables, hides, leather and boots, metals fael and lighting,
paints atd oils, and drugs and chemicals; while the groups showing
declines ‘wepe dairy produets, fish, textiles, and raw furs.

speeial index of fifty commedities selected from the 271
lepartmental list advanced slightly to 155.1 for February as

| with 1344 for January: 155.2 for February, 1923. 1484

v, 1922; 1522 for February, 1921; 260.1 for May; 1920

the peak) '-_)::‘;_“. for February, 1920 ; and 1029 for Frbr\nry, 1914

5

97 working days. Two of the strikes commencing |
v and all of the strikes commencing during February |

for an average family of five in terms of the average retail prices |
| I some siXty cities was $10.75 at the beginning of February as com-

$14.80 for February, 1918; and $14.54 |
{for Febrnary, 1914. Fuael averaged slightly lower while rents were

Better Education
For Workers

Quebee Laber Preseats Legislhative
Programe -Suggest, Persons At
tend School THI 21 Years
of Age
The Quebe provincial executive

mmitiee of the Trales and Labor
Congress of Canada redesitly present-
ed a program of desired legitlation to
1ebe provincial govermment
Francq, of Montreal, chair-

the Quebec provincial execu-

ittee of the congress. was
spokesman The delegation was
eceived by Premier Tascherean and
veral other members of the cab-
nel most cordidlly and every consid-
eration of their demands were paom-
ised. The list of demands afd sub-
for consideration included as

Legislation emanating from the
mmendations of the league of
iations and international laber comn
nee; S-hour day, ete
Sunday iabor and one day rest
n seven, dealing with the provia
cial revised statutes and law dealing
with restaurant employes, this being
the item of most importance on the
whole ugenda
Education
a) All textbooks to be issued by
government upon the recommen-
daticns of the boards of education
and to be sold at cosl price, pending
their free distridution to scholars.

{e) All textbooks to be uniferm
throughout the province, it being one
of the principal requirements for
proper education

(d) All courses in the . provincial
goven bools, ical and
| others, to be given frée of charge.

(e) That all persons under the
age of 21, working in factories, work-
shops or any other places of employ-
ment, wbo are not able to read and
write one of the two official lang-
uages of this country fluently, be

pelled to attend an evening class.

(f) The laws governing education
10 be amended by the proviacial gov-
ernment, to provide for s minimum
calary for school teachers in keeping
with the .cost of living, and to per-
mit the prosecution of school com-
missions which pay less than sald
minimum salary

(2) A minister of education to be
appointed, whose duties should con-
sist in supervising the proper admin-
istration of school commissions, the
enforcement of the program of edu-
cation adopted by the proviacial,
Catholic and Protestant Dboards of
education and all other and regula-
tions pertaining to education.

4 Abolition of private employment
bureaus.

5. Fair wage act and jprovidiag
necessary machinery to enforce it,
reference being made to carpenters’
case now in appeal
| 6 Surcapitalization and’ sale of
!bunds under false pretemses.

7. Appointment of the commission
jon minimum wage for womes.

5. Housing crisis and costrol eof
| articles of mnecessities. Commission
{to deal with these subjects was wug-
| gested.

| 9. Hygienic measures dealing with
the removal of old wallpapers, aboli-
tion or comtrol of spraying machines
{ for painting sanitary inspection of
harber shops,

10. Daylight saving. Usiform con-
trol requested,

11. Control and establishmest of
jrolcl storages.

! The delegation included, besides
| Chairman Francq, Messrs. Pelletier,
Fleury and Roberts, of thé provin-
‘cial executive, and Geor

L . o b e

IR. Gervals, A. Bastien and J. Mar-
{ tel for the building trades.

Visits Canada on
Labor’s Behalf

Dr. A W. Riddle Werks oh Behalf of

Halifax, N. 8—Dr. A. W. Riddle,
Toronto, a representative of the In-
ternational labor office, Genewa, Swit.
zeriand, is in Nova Scotia With re-
gard to the work of the labor divi-
sion of the League of Nations,

Dr. Riddell proposes to travel west
as far as Edmonton asnd will have
| couferances with the various provie-
{elal governments em r He bhas
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