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EIGHT PAGFS——THURSDAY MORNING D

E

w48 EN AND CHILDREN AT MATINEE IN AWFUL PANIC. .

~ SEA OF FATAL FLAME SWEPT FROM STAGE 10 PIT

P

Scenery Caught Fire and Gas
Reservoirs Exploded, Belch-
ing Sudden Suffocation
on Auditors,

FEET OF STRONG TRAMPLED WEAK
MAKING BLOODY PATH TO SAFETY

Chicago, 80.—Five hundred and
fAfty people o killed within ten mln-;
utes £this afternoon during a fire in the !
Iroquois Theatre, the newest the larg~
est and as far as human power could
make it, the safest theatre in Chicago.

A few of these people were burned to
death by fire, many were suffocated by
gas and scores were trampled to death
i the panic that followed the mad

FOUR HUNDRED AND SIX IDENTIFIED.

CHicaco, Dec. 3o.—It

were lost in the panic and fire this afternoon in the
Estimates of dead and injured vary.
The police account of the dead is 536. The estimate of
Besides this there are 55 people
missing at midnight, the majority ot whom are pro-
bably among the dead in the morgue and various un-
Four hundred and six of the
dead have been positively identified.
sons are known to be injured,

Iroquois Theatre.

the newspapers is 562.

dertakers establishments,

S o

is estimated that 550 lives

RO 50 HERN
R CHEIED VTS

Daughter of ‘Rev. H. P. Welton and

Brother of R. H. Coultts Are
Among the Missing,

Chicago, Dec. 81,—Many fnquiries have al-

Nmety 4 Per readty been reccived by—the poilce depart-
went by telegram fiom outside places, ask-
frg for namcs among the dead and in-
jured, Anwong the long 'ist of missing hae

f!
¥
:
|

g

Citizens as Lifé-Savers
Broke Thru Police Lines

been reported the name of Miss Alice Wel-
ton of Toronto, Ont., & teacher ‘n one of
the Chicago schools. =

———

R. H. Coultts, another victinr, was a
brother of George W. Coultts of 287 East
Gerrard-street, The deceased had lived in
Chicago about 14 years, tho he was born in

plunge of the trightened audience for
the exits. It will be many hours before
¢h number of dead is acourately known

How the Work of Rescue Went

and many days before all of them will
pe ldentified. ;

There are bodies lying by the dozens
in the undertaking rooms, in the police
stations and in the hospitals from which
nearly everything that could reveal|
their identity to those who knew them
best 18 gone. Thelr clothing Is torn to
rags or .Burned to cinders, and their
faces have been trampled into an un~
recognizable state by the crowd that
fought and trampled them down as they |
fled for gafety.

The fire broke out during the second
act of the play ®Mr. Blue Beard,” the|
first production in 4the theatre since its |
erection. The theatrical company, !
which was very large, escaped to the |
street in safety, nearly all of them,i
Lowever, being compelled to flee into
the snow with no clothing but their
stage costumes. A few members of the
company sustained minor injuries, but
none were gerlously hurt.

List of the Dead,

The following is~a partial list of the
dead: Hortense Lang, aged 16; Irene;
Lang, aged 11, sister of Hortense; E.|
A. Wilson, Mrs, W. T. Marsh, Miss
Gladys Streton, Alpena, Mich.; Louise
Bushnell, Mrs. A. Lake, 85 years old;
Miss A. Donaldson, 18 years; J. Rat-
tey, dled at Hospital; two boys with
him thought to have perished; Mrs,
Patrick P. O'Donnell, wife of Presi-
dent of O'Donnell and Duer Brewing
Company; Otta Wattman; R. H.
Coultts, Toronto; Miss D, Hm; ard, Miss
— Ross, daughter of Dr, Rr3e; Edith
Hortori, Helen Me#auge m/&Nmps T |
A. Morrill, Mrs. A. Sulllvan, Mrs. Min-
wegen, wife of Ald. John Minwegen;
Mrs. Harbaugh, Ann Fitzgibbon, Marie

Spencer, Bthel Jones, daughter of 8. |
P. Jones, attended the theatre withi
brothers- and sister, two of whom are
missing and three accounted for; re-|

ported at Vaughan's seed store, where

' curred here.

: avoid suffocation
«Walsh, Mrs. James D. Maloney, Miss|

on—Hospital Facilities
Inadequate,

Chicago, Dec. 30.—Rarely in the his~
tory of Chicago have ita people béen 80
stirred as by the calamity of to-day.
Next to the Chicago fire this is the
greatest catastrophe that has ever oc~
The news spread with
great rapidity, and in a short time
hundreds of men, women and children
were rushing toward the theatre. The
building in which the calamity occurred
stands midway between State and
Dearborn-streets on the north side of
Randolph-street, Altho every avalil-
able policeman within the call of the
department was hurried to the spot
and the men placed in lines at the end
of the block, allowing nobody to enter
Randolph-street from either Dearborn
or State, it was found for a time al-
most impossible to hold back the fren-
zled' crowd that pressed forward, many
of them having friends or relatives in
the theatre and anxious to learn some=
thing of them. The conduct of the police
degerves al]l praise,

Citizens as Life-Savers,

In spite of the efforts of the police,
however, a large number of people suc-
ceeded in breaking thru the lines and
entéring the theatre, and in many cases
did herolc work in rescuing the injured
and carrying out the dead.

The building was so full of smoke
when the firemen first arrived that the
full' extent of the catastrophe was not
immediatels grasped until a fr€man

and a newspaper man crawled up the
stairs leading to the balcony holdiug
handkerchiefs over their mouths to
As they reached the
doorway the fireman seized his com-
panion by the arm, exclaiming, “Good
God, man, don’'t walk on their faces.”
The two men tried vainly to get thru
the door, which was jammed with dead
women piled higner than either of their
heads, 5
MNinminnted by Smoke,

| heavily loaded with dead in front of

i attached to it were unable to start, and

The building was so dark and the
smoke so thick that it was found im~
possible to accomplish anything until
lights had been secured. Over 200
giis were quickly carried into the
vuilding and the work of rescue com- |
menced. 8o rapldly were the bodies |
prought down that for over an hour |
there were two streams of men passing |
in and out of the doorway, the one cat=~!
rying bodies, the other composed of
men going in to get more, The bodies
were carrieq into Thompson's Reqwu-'
rant, which adjoins the theatrg orn the
east, The dead and wounded wére place |
ea upon chalrs, tables and

Fifty Feet of Corps

|
i

pressed into service, they wére utterly
madequate to carry away the dead,
and in a short time there was a line
fitty feet long of corpses piled two and
three high on the sidewalk in front of
the theatre. It was found necessary in
order to convey the bodice rapidly, to,
the Morgue and to the varfous under-
taking establishments, to Impress
trucks Into service, and in these the
dead were hauled away. The mer-
chants in the vicinity of the theatre
rose to the emergency in seplendid
fashion,

Marshall, Field & Co., Mandel Bros,,
Schlesinger & Meyer, Carson, Pirie,
Scott & Co., and other large dry goods
stores sent wagon load after wagon
load of blankets, rolls of linen and
packages of cétton to be used in bind-
ing up the wounds of the Injured and
to cover the dead.

Doctors and trained nurses were on
the ground by the score within half an
hour after the extent of the calamity
vas known, A number of doctors walt-
ed at the entrance to the theatre with
stethoscopes in hand to examine the
bodies which were brought’ out fok
signs of life.

Two Horses Could Not Move It.

one in truck, ordinarily used for
Corveying ' freight to depots, was 60

the theatre that the two large horses
the police were compelled to assisthy

tugging at the wheels,
While the ‘police and filremen were

Toronto, whepe bhis parents stili reside,
Atout five years ago he married Mise
Wright of Chorchill-avenue, this city, and
Lesides her leaves two childrea to mourn
his Tces, Flis brother Georgs leaves this
worning to bring home ghe bedy. He was
infurmed by telegram from a Chicago un-
dertaker last night of his brother's deadh.

Miss Weiton, wiose name Is announced
ag wwong the missing, Is the daughter of
Rev. H, P, Welton, pastor of Immanuel
Puplist Church, who wst night als) re
celved a tolegram from friends in Ch'cage,
*aylng that Miss Welton had attended the

" | performance and had pot been nome. Miss

Welton i@ 30 years of age and has been
teacking in the Chicago echools for about
ten yearms. Rev, Mr, Welton wiil go to
(dicago to-dsy.

v et

HOW NEWS WAS RECEIVED,

The news of the horror spread thru “Le
city tast night with surprising rapidity. It
was Tirst recelved cver the wires /n some of
the brokers’ offices before the press bulle-
tius announced it, aud early reports placcd
the loss of life at 1000.. 8o appalling €id
this fignre appear tbat for a time it was
regarded as a canard; then the Story des
tailing the beginning of the fire was re-
ceived and the list of dead and missiog was
soom placed at over 700.

The World’s telcphone was kept buey
auswering the inquirics of Tornntounlans
who have friends ¢r acquaintances In the
vestern oity, and who were anxions to
know particulars as to namves, The tele-
graph companies aiso carried scores of mes-
snges to Chicago lost might from city peo-
ple, seeking rellef from the vague anxiety
that js always consequent on the occur-
1epce of a8 holocaust of this netire and
extent, and under snch circumstan ‘es,

Local  theatrical’ men had iltte or no
comioent to make ceyoud 2xpressing thelr
lorror and surprise, No matter how fire-
proof a building may be, or how well sup-
pled with exits for use in emergency,
there is always the danger of the audieace
geiting panic:stiicken, when all common
sense and cool-headed a~tion Is thrown to

Sarrr).\z;i‘n‘f: outethe{ (:;ud uzd Slggurr"d. rvz;x” [ the winds and there is a wild, terribie rish
. 7is, one o e proprietorg o e| . ;
theatre, was mdev[atlz‘:i.blg in his efforts | s sagbes. ot B ot o
to alleviate all suffering. He saids|ter ndividual safety.

“There was no need, so far as I know, From a Fireman’s Standpoint,
of a single life being lost. There wera | The eity theatres kave been reportad on
over forty exits to the theatre, and if scveral times by the authorities as coming

hody- was taken that the mother, an| sy the lights in the theatre were
invilad, dropped dead when she re-| necessarily out, and thg only illumi;u-
oly i d 4 . | tion came thru the cloud of smoke that
fn!‘w'd th? t(i'dlr}l{g: s ;l;‘ll;fhtp‘;;”ﬁe;g,‘,' ; hung between the interior of the thc;!lﬂ'e
Mrs. John C. erid dd e P8O, | and the streer. The two men hurried
6 years; boy, lived at Lafayette, Ind.; to the floor below and informed Chief
Mrs. C. W, Forbush and family, Anna| Musham that the ;k‘n.(] hmilips w:-n’te
| » balcor 4 Y
Stérling, three stage hands, Flora,llno,igllfigl;'l:f? r:]nuqt[h'mbr; g0sy Bnd. PRy
performer; Ethel| -rhe chief at once called upon all his
Mrs, Cavan-| men in the vicinity to abandon work on

a German aerial
Blackman, 13 years old;
augh, unknown boy, 8 years old;

somebody had not screamed ‘Fire’ I|
think that all could have reached the |
street in safety. As far as ‘we have|
learned, everybody on the first floor|
except three escaped. The great loss of
life was in the first and second bal-|
conies. As far as I can estimate, the |
balconies held between. 750 and 800
people. The top balcony was the most
crowded, and it i8 here that the crowd

found most difficulty in struggling to~
ward the exits,”

two | the fire and come at once to the réscue,

unknown met death jumping |
from rear fire escape: Louis Buchray;
Wm. Rattley, J. C. Johnson, Wm. M, audience rose as one person and made
Reed, Waukegan, 111.; Hoyt Fox, Mrs. ! for the doors, It is believed that the

L. R. Butler,

Morton, —- Newby, J. A. Kur'kems,;v”h' of the theatre, causing them to
Mis. $Stern, H. Donaldson, the Rev-| a1, Will J. Davis, manager of the
Howard Studley, pastor of All Strangers theatre, said after the cataktrophe Lluuf.
Church; Miss J. H. Dodd, Delaware, |if the people had remained in their

women

| coming in contact with the gas reser~

8. Ward, Edmund W, | €xplosion was caused by .the fiames

became too much even for the pv!l(,ci
and firemen, hardened as they are to
such sceenes,

The bodies were in such an inextric-
able mass and eo tightly were they
jammed between the sidles of the door
and walls tpat it was impossible to lift
them one by one and carry them out.
The only possible thing to do was 1o

well up to all the requirements looking {o
the safety of inmates in ecase of fire. Jt
was pointed out last night, however, by a
city firemau, that the theatres here do not
foliow the practice of the theatres and pub-
lic halls in United States citles, wheyre
a uniYormied member of the fire depart aent
Is detalled for duty at every performance,
either hehind the stage or in the aud’-
terium, for Instant gervice, cither #y the
u¥ of the house apparatus or in using s

gshouted “Fire, fire,”” and the entire of dead In these doorways the kight\‘"'“i“"] coolness and knowledge In quelling

to every possible extent, the alarm that
follows the cry or diseovery of fire, eithw
in or near the premises. Wremen are asd-
witted 19 some of the Joeal playhouses, but
it 48 more as a compliment.

This practice has on more than one oc-
cusion been the nwans of preveuting bad
theaqre fires, tho, of course, as shown in

O.; Miss V. Delee, daughter of the late
lleutenant of the police; W. W, Hoop~
er, Kenosha, "Wis.; flve children of H. |
8. Van Ingen of Kenosha (probabl); |
Fanther became sepjarated from thr‘-mi
and is among the injured; G. W. Tur-|
bush and family; Mildred Merriam, 8
years old, rescuer by father, but died
on reaching the street, Bernice Balley,
A. Mande], C. ‘A. Wilzon, Three Rivers,
Minn.; W. A. Wells, Burr Scott, Fm‘—f
netta Harvey Kieley, .
Louls, Mo.; Thomas Coutts, Emperlﬂy'
Ha!l, Thomas J. Flannigan, Indianapo-
#is, Ind.; Mas. M, A. Henry, Rose K.
Rogers, H. P. Moore, C. 1. Coopoer, May
‘'urran, Maitin, a boy of 15 years, E,

s, H. W. Willlams, B. Regenburg,

Jdlen Linden, Mrs, Foreman.
Live Electriec Wire Broke.

The accounts of the origin of the fire
ere none of them cer~
tain. but the best reason given is that

vire near the lower part of
broke and
ablaze.
the |

Peterson,

conflicting, and

drop scencry
tting the scénery

wead rapidiy toward

HLage, causing ')u~ mem-=

haorus who W"Ni engaged
ormance to flée to the wings
The fire itscif
was not serious, and
have been checked had
curtain failed to work

tervor

the fire was 8iscovered.
the eomedian' of the com-
ed_togower the curtain, It
half way and then
was thus given pre-|
thru which a mrnn;:'
araught get to the door, which had been |
th'own open in the front of the theatre, |
With a roar and a bound the flames
Ehot opening over the
heads of the people on the first ﬂrnr;
and up to in the first balcony, |
caught them and burned them to death, !

Fixplosion of Gas Reservolry, |

Immediately following this rush of |
flames there came an explosion, which
lifted the entire roof of the theatre
from fits* walls, shattering the great
skylight into fragments. - As soon s
the flames first appeared beyond the
Surtain a man In the rear of the hall

cegcended. about
The fire

flue

Btuck,
Cisely a

out thry the

thoge

seats and had not been excited by the
cry of fire, not a life would have been
lost, This, however, i8 comtradicted by
the statemenis of the firemen,who found
THE BODIES OF NUMBERS OF
PERSONS SITTING IN  THEIR
SEATS, THEIR FACES DIRECTED
TOWARD THE STAGE, AS IF THE
PERFORMANCE WAS STILL GOING
ON. It was the opinion of the fire-~
men that these peopie were suffocated
at once by the flow of gas aud fire
which came from bchind the asbestos
curtain,
Thirteen undred in ThFftre,

A% near as can be estimated at the
present time, about 1300 people were i1
the theatre Three hundred of these
were on the first floor, the balance be-
ing in the two upper balconies and 1n
the hallways back of them.

The theatre igs modelled
Opera. Comique in Paris,
the rear of each balcony there

after the
and from
are three

| doors leading out {o passageways to-

wards the front of the theaire, Two of
these doorways are at the end of the
balcony, and one in the centre,
The audience in its rush for the ouler
alr seems to have, for the greater part,
chosen to flee to the left entrance and
to attempt 10 make its way down the
exmtern stairway leading Into the lobby
of the theatre,

Outside of the people burned and
suffocated by gas it was In these two
doorways on the first and second bal-
confes that the greatest loss of Jife
ooccurred. When the firemen entered
the building the dead were found
stretched in a pile reaching from fhe
head of the stairway at least e/ght
feet from the door, back to a point
about five feet in the rear of the dcor,

THIS MASS OF DEAD BODIFS IN
THE CENTRE OF THE DOORWAY
REACHED TO WITHIN TWO FEET
OF THE TOP OF THE PASSAGE-
WAY. ALL OF THE CORPSES AT
THIS POINT WERE WOMEN AND
CHILDREN.

Horrifying Spectacle of Dead.

The fight for life, which must have
taken place at these two points, i
something that is simply beyond hu=~
man power to adequately Jlescribe.
Only a faint idea of its horror could
be derived from the aspect of the bod-
fes as they lay. Women on top of
these masses of dead had been over-
taken by death as they were orawling
on thelr hands and knees over the
bodies of those who had died before,

Others lay with arms stretchad ocut
n the Adirection toward which lay life
and safety, holding in their hands frag-
ments of garments evidently torn from
others whom they had endeavored to
pull down and trample underfoot as!
they fought for their own lives, As
the police removed layer after layer

seize a lmb of some other portion of |1his Instance, s presence is by Sp means

the body and pull with main strength. !
Strong Men. Overcome, |

Men worked at the task with tears
running down thelr cheeks, and the
sobs of the rescuers could he heard
even in the hall below where this aw=
ful scene was being enacted. |

A number of men were compelled to
abandon their task and give it over to
others, whose nerves had not yet heen
shaken, |

As one_ by one the bodies were|
dragged out of the water-soaked,|
blackened mass of corpses the spec-|
tacle became more and more heart-|
rending. There were women whosge]
clothing was torn completely from|
their bodies above the walist, vhose
bosoms had been trampled into a pulp
and whose faces were marred beyond
all power of identification,

Bodies Jay in the first and second
balconies In great numbers In some
places they were plled up In the alsles
three and four deep, where one had
fallen and otherg tripped over the prosg~|
trate forms and all had died where
they lay, evidently suffocated by the|
gns. Others were bent over backs of
peats, where they had been thrown by
the rmsh of people for the doors a1 d|
killed with hardly a chance to rise
from their chairs.

Man’'s Spine Broken

One man was found with his back
bent nearly double, his spinal colimn
having been fractured as he was thrown
backwards. A woman was founi ot
ng-ur]y in half by the back of the gent,
she having been forced over it face
downwards,

In the aisles nearest to the doors
the scenes were harrowing in the ex~
treme, Bodies lay in every conceivabla
attitude half naked, the look on their
faves revealing some of the agony
which must *have preceded their Aeath.

There were scores and scores of reo
ple whose FACES HAD LITERALLY
BEEN TRAMPLED COMPLETRELY
OFF BY THE HEELS OF THOSE
WHO RUSHED OVER THEM and
in one alsle the body of a man was
found with hardly @ vestige of clothe
ing or flesh above his waist line, Thel
entire upper portion of his body had
been cut into mince meat and carried
away by the feet of those who tramp-
led him. A search was carefully made
with a hope of finding his head, but,
at a late hour to-night it had not been|
discovered, and all that will ever ftell
his firiends who he was is the color
and appearance of his clothing on the
lower 1¥mbs and this i« in such a con-!
dition as to be unrecognizable, !

The theatre had been constructed but |

e ——— ‘

Continved -on Page 2, - l

an ab%olute safegragd, Only a month sgo,
a panie was averied at n afternoon p(vrr"
fermance at a Pugsburg theatre following
a# lad fire that originated from a cino gn
tograph machine, The eomtinual as2 of val
cium and other lHght and fire effocts ugod
in present day thestricals has added very
censiderably to the fire risk,

At the sarce time It was polnted out by a
theatre mnaags: I st night, that ,+ is very
ravely that theatre fires have had 1lLefr
origin on the stage,

Geo. O Merion, Chartered Accountant,
Auditor, Assignes, 27 Hast Wellington
Btreet. Toronto. Phone M 4744 %46

REV. DAVID WATSON DEAD,

Heaverton, Dec, 30,—The Rev, David
Watson, M.A,, DD, died this evening, He
had been pastor of 8t, Andrew’s Chureh
here for 50O years,

David Hoskins, P. C. A., Chartered Ac
countant, 207 Manning Chambers, Oity
Hall Square. Phone Main 6026, 26

Metal Ceilings, Skylights and Kool-
ing A. B Ormsby & Co., cor. %un and
George £te. Telephcne M. 17. 47

SIFTON AND TARTRE.

Next Monday at noon the Hon. (lif=
ford Sifton will address the Canadlan
Club on Canadian Immigration. Next
Wednesday at 6.15 p.m. the Hon, Mr.
Tarte will speak on Tmperial Unity-

Edwards Morgan & Co.. 26 Wellin n
Street East, oronto Bdwards &
Ronald, 48 Canada Life Bailding,
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PovrrrioaL TrAveLse ; This pass upon which I depended to carry me
in Quebec and the Maritime Provinces has lapsed, sir, thru no fault of mine,

Will gou see to it that I am carried 4

Legis ature Calea Eary
To Stop Election 7ria@

Conservatives Desirous of Going
on With the Protests if
Liberals Conseant.

The Globe announced yesterday morn-
inig that the legislature would meet
Jan, 14. Premier Ross gives as his
reason for this move that the ap~
propriations are quite inadequate to
carry on the work of the province.
Also, the government contemplate
the extension of the North Bay and
Temiskaming Railway up to tpe
point at which it is expected to
meet the Grand Trunk Pacific, and,
the belng now well under
way, the house must be asked for
legislation in order {v cali for tea~
ders for the work of construction,

The Wozld wired J. P. Whitney, K.C,,
M.L.A., yesterday afternoon, asking
his opinion of the calling of the leg-
{slature. Mr, Whitney replied as
follows: “No matter what may be
said, the object of Mr, Boss in call~
ing the house on the 14th is to
avoid the danger’ which he scents
in the coming election trials. This
will all appear clear later on. . The
mneeded

than the 14th. This disposes of the
whole question.” ;

It i@ accepted by citizens generally
that the sudden calling of the legis-
lature to meet on Jan, 14, on the very
day set for the hearing of the pro-
tests in North oYrk and Centre Bruce,
is a smart move on the part of Pre-
mier Ross to evade the election trials,
If the member-elect . against whose
election a protest Is lodged, so desires,
the protest can not go on during the
session of the legislature. It is re~

ported that John Brown in North Perth)
is content to have his trial go on, but/

it. is assumed that pressure will be
prought to bear on him to change bls

mind.

Section 48 of the act respecting con-
troverted elections of members of the
legislative assembly says:

In case the member-elect is en-
titled to take his seat, the trial of
the election petition shall not, with-
out his consent, be held Jung a
pession of the Legislative Assembply,
or within fifteen days after the close
of a session; and in the computa-
tion of any delay allowed for any
step or proceeding in respect of the
trial, or for the commencement of
the trial under the next pre eding
section, the time’ reckoned by iLhe
session shall not be reckoned,

A report found currency in The
Globe yesterday that the Coaservative
and the Liberal lawyers interested in
)

Continuned on -Page 8,/

appropriations could be |
voted at a later date in January |

IT’S UP TO MR. HAYS,

NORTH OKFORD MO SIRE
10 ASSST THE RENIER

Temperance Element Will Not Adhere
to Him Unless He Announces
Favorable Legisiation.

Woodstock, Dec. 80.—(Staft Special.)
—Woodstock heard of the tragic end
of Andrew Pattullo, M.L.A., in London
with amazement and gorrow. On many
bulldings flags are flying at half-mast,

| and very little else has been talked

about on the streets to-day. George R.
Pattullo, Registrar, has not heard any~
thing further concerning his brother's
death, but has cabled that the body be
embalmed and shipped to Woodstock.
He expects to hear more in the morn~
ing.

‘While there has been very little talk
yet concerning the succession, many’
Liberals express the bellef that Col.
Munro of Embro will receive the nomi«
nation. He has already been approach~
ed. 'There are, however, many aspi~
rants, among the most formidable of
whom are H. R. Ross, who ran as an
independent Liberal in the last con-
test; Walter Musray of Blenheim, and

! John W. Mahon, barrister, of Wood~-
| stock. The Conservative candidate will
| be C. A, Muma of Drumbo, who was

{

|

APPEAL BEFORE TRIAL, (/

It is just possible that the election
cases which have been headed off by
the hasty summoning of the legislature
will never go to trial, The trials would |
probably mean revelations damaging
to the Ross government, and Mr. Ross .
and his colleagues have had quite |
enough in the line of election exposures,

Bomething will happen to justify the
government in making a geneéral appeal
to the province. One of the most seri-
ous troubles which Mr. Ross must anti~
cipate is to be found in the physical
condition of half a dozen of his sup~
porters in the legislature. These men
in their frail health fear the strain of
a session that will require them to
be in constant attendance at the house,
Mr. Ross also fears the result of this
serlous test of endurance on some of
his supporters,

At present the Ross government has
a majority of two in the house. 'This
is a slender margin, and - considering
the physical condition of some of the
Liberal members, there is small reason
to believe that he ,can command a
steady majority. It will not surprise
some mpoliticians who are close to the
Ross government if an excuse is found
for making an appeal to the province
before the election cases can be tried
by the courts.

Box Ma f
Bollard rguevite Cigars 60c. Alive

BURGLARS AT GLENCOBR,

~ Glencoe, Dec. 30.—Burglars effected
an entrance into the general storeg of
P, D. Keith and J- M. Tait and the
harness shop of H. C. Dixon last night.
From Mr, Keith’s till they tgok between
$6 and $7, from Mr. Talt’s store two or
three valuable fur caps, some under~
clothing, etc., and firom Mr. Dixon’s a
couple of leather grips and some other
articles,

Bat the good food Life Chips, a large
paokage, ten cents,

IN GO THPE ASIATICS,

Pretoria, Dec. 80.-~After three days’
debate In the legislative council a mo=~
tion in favor of the Introduction of
Asiatic labor in South Africa was car~
ried by a vote of 22 to 4,

Briar in cases reduced 256 per cent,
what we have left. Alive Bollard,

THE IMPERIAL LIFRE,

If you are thinking of assuring your
life it will pay you to examine the Im=
perial’'s policy contract., Write for
sample to the head office, Toronto,

-

VOTE FOR THE RE-ELECTION OF

Winnipeg, Chartered Accountants.

Come for a Drive,

A ltvelyiecolt, a light cutter, a suffi- |
snow, cold bracing air, a|
straight-away road, and lots of robas[‘

clency .of

—what more can the heart of man de-
g#ire? Buy the robes at Falrweather's,
84 Yonge-street, Grey goat robes, full
size, from $9.00 up.

Ly

Meerschaum Pipes reduced, 86 per
cor}{, off what we have left Alive
olla

TO-DAY IN TORONTO,
Last of the year.
Watchalght services - in

chwrehes, 11 p.m,

Canadian Temperance League, Xmas

tree, Misdoc Hall, 8 p.m, .
I'vincess, “Eretty P2ggy.” 8 p.m.
Grond, “Fortuns Teller,” 8 p.m.
Majestie,”” White Siaves of New York "

2 sud 8 p.m.

Shea's, Vaudeville, 2 and 8 p.m,
fiar, Bcriesque, 2 and 3 p.m,

Anglican

Pry the decanver at Thomas.

‘non'ﬂnated a year ago, and has thus

the advantage of an early start. =
Consérvatives Not Without Hope,

Whiie the riding appears to be hope~ ‘

lessly Liberal, V. Francis, one of ths
prominent Conservative workers, stated
to The World to-night that the contest
would not go by default. He says the
Conservatives are already preparing
and would enter the fight not discour~
aged by the handicap of an adverse
majority of 1300 votes. In the last
contest the late Andrew Pattullo had
two opponents, and polled pretty near-
ly all the votes that were coming to
him. Besides, there is congiderable dig~

rcontent among the Liberalg over some
/re_ynt appointments,

One that caused
considerable dismay was that of R. N.
Ball, to succeed his father as County

Crown Attorney. This appointment was
made “one night,” Mr, Francis remai k-
ed, beforg intending applicants had a
chance to present their claims. Then
a cousin of R. N. Ball was appointi
police magistrate, muchi to the disap~
pointment of many of the party work-
ers, ;
‘Ome Bad Appointment,

All over the county there is dismay
over the gelection of J. B. Jackson for
a lucrative situation in England, the
appointment being made by the Dom-
inion government. Jackson achieved
considerable notoriety in connection
with the South Oxford election trial,
and the memory of that disgraceful epi~
sode in provincial politics will not en~
hance the chances of the Liberal candl=
date in the approaching contest.

On top of all this there is the defec~
tion of the prohibitionists, Premier Ross
will have to give some kind of definite
promise to these people to win their
support. The temperance element is
stronger in Oxford County than in any
othe county in the province, and will
have to be handled in the most deli~
cate manner. . ¥

Mr. Francis was in communication
with Mr. Gamey to-night over the tele-

Continued on Page 8,

Hats for the New Year,

Gentlemen, you should- purchase a
hat to~day in order to begin the New
Year in proper style. If you want a
Persian lamb cap or a new Dunlap stiff
felt Derby hat, yow'lMl find the very
thing you are looking for at Dineen’s,
Remember Din¢en makes a speclalty of
high-class goods for men, anil in all
lnes, whether stiff or soft felt, or In
fur, you get the latest and therbest at
a wholesale price,

FAIR AND COLD,

Meteorologieal Office, Toronty, Dec, 80,—
& _p.m.)—Mild wyather continnes In the
Norithwest . Territories, with a maximaiy
temperature of 50 degrees at Ma2dicine Hat;
Lowever, conditikcno are now move favoyanle
for a change to coider. It has been some.
what milder from Ontario to the Maritime
Provinoes, ard light snowfalle have geenr-
red in the latter district.

Mitlmum  and raximum  temperaturns;
Vietoria, 4244, Kamiloops, 34- 38; COalgary,
22--44; Qu'Appelle, 14-168; Winnipeg, 6 bhe-
iow-—20; Parry Sound, 4 below--18; Torom.

_{to, 10-28; Ottawa, zero—10; Montreal, zero

—8; Quebec, 4-10; Halifax, 638,
Probabilities,

Lower Lakes and Georginan Bay-
Went and northwest winds; falr and
cold, 3

Ortawa Valley and Upper 8. Lawrence-—
West to porthwest wind; fair aad cold; lo-
eal snow flurries,

Lower 8t Lawrence and Gualf-Falr and
coid; Nght local snowfalls or flurries,

Maritime-—Falr; moderatoly col1 weather;
light seattored snowfalls or Aurries,

Lake Superior—Falr and «oid.

Manijtoba —Cold, with tignt snowfal's,

‘Try the top barrel, 81 Oolbomorgg-m.
STEAMSHIP MOVEMENTS,

Prom,
TLAverp ol

Deo. 30, At
Matestle.........Now Yok .....
Tewtenle...... . Aeenstown ... New Yok

LOWERY—Joseph, cldest son

Gieaf Waldemses. Oherbowrg ...... Antwerp
Reigentand. ... . Antwerp .... Philadoiphia
¥Fihiopla,.......Moville ........ New Yok
Ifitenos Ayrean, . Yhiladelphis ...

CoaslRB., . ccoiv ,BOOR .vsonivs

5 :
New Year's Gifts. Geddev’, 418 Spadina

MABRIAGES.

BAIDEN ~MARTIN - On Dee, 830, 1908, by
the Rev, Wm, Bpariing, at the residence
of the bride’s parents, Parllament.street,
Oarrie Martin, danghter of Mrs. Charles
Martin, to Wm, B. Balden, both of To-
ronto,

LABPLLE-McGREGOR <At the residence

of the brige’s parents, 187 Riverwtreet, by

the Rey, Robert Atkinsom of St, Glles’

Preshytevian  Church, Flora McGregor,

eldept daughter of Mr, and Mrs, Donnid

MeGregor, to Noah Labelle of Winnipeg,

formerly of Toromto,

BIRTHS,
DURKETT -At the residence of her son-In-
law, Willlam Magnire, ‘‘Hillside,” Bglin-
ton, ¥mma Theresa Durrett, widow of the
jate Benjamin Duerett of Loulsville, Ky.,
aged 64 years. i
Funeral st 2.90 p.m., Thursday, Dec, 21,
Cineinmatd and Louisville papers please
ooy,
VINCENT—At his late residence, Clarence-
avonue, Deer Park, Dec, 20, of pnenmonis,
James T, Vincent, in bis 78rd year.
Cated home to bis dear Saviour,
Puperal on Friday, Jan. 1, at 3 o'clock,
to Monnt Pleasant Cemstery

Glasgow
TAverpooit

of the Iate
James Lowery, dled suddenly at hie
mothér's resdence, .7 Bordesstreet, To-
royuto, on Dec, 80, 1908, :
Funernl at Beeton Saturdsy es arrivel

of 8,25 traim,
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