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in earlier dav« w«ro r.nh rno.igh to B.l-i't it, well awnrc. not only oftho ^rcat diffi-

cultie* to b«.'oncou.itcriid in curryiuK out siich a p-li.y. but of the fact that under

ordinary cir.nnmt.inLi., in .pile of the jinnt .HM.noinio wn»to involml. lU r.-nult. are

by no nioonH so antiHl'ii.'tory n^* its ailvoc'Ht<-< would liko to have ua Ulicvo.

Most of u« can n-iuomlrr the time wlien the majority of vctorinariuni. many of

whom should havo knoxvu bettor. lK,ii-vod th.t if n herd of oatllo w.-n- tcHKnl tho

reactors .Icstruycl ami llie premises disinfoied. tho .li-ease was stnmjH'.l out and tho

owmr miKlit thereafter ho left to follow his own course*.
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IntolliKcnt n.en have, of course. umlerK.o..,! fro,,, tho he^.nn.uK hat

there muM l,e. in .he very nature of thiuRs, a ,H,-riod of latency or .ncuhatum

between the time of infection and that when au mfected animal wouKI

r. let to tnl-erculin. Thi. p^^riod was .ixed in m'.^ and 10( ) Kv '-on em-

poraneous hut entirely in.lep<-,ulent eM,.rimc„.« carne.l on '^ •'^° '"™
Con.mittce of the Royal .\.M-ienltural So,.iety of Knuhuu and by Dr. N. car

and UosHi,M.o!. under tho auspices of the SocieU', de Medecmo Veter.nu.re Pr«t..,u,

of Frauce. Tiu- results in both cam h were practically the san.e at.d showed the periud

of incubation, while dependir.n sou.ewhat upon t' < mode and .le^ree of infection,

to ranee from eif-dit to fifty days.
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This fact. afTectiuK' vitally as it do s l„„h th. ong.na herd and nn.v

additions or replacements which may be made, is m itself a vry sen. us

obstacle to the sati-factory working out of a policy of compulsory test-

ing ami slaughter, even with liberal compeu^ntioii. 1 aUen m conjunction with the

vagaries of tuberculin, especially on secon.l. tliinl and fourth tcts ,n the san.e herds

and the numerous iu^-euiou. methods ad ,pte 1 by owners es,H>c.ally of pure brH

cattle, in order to d, feat tho te^t. it is sutlich i.t to exclude from the tield of practica

aetiou this method of d.alin^' with tuberculosis, .xcept in small and circumscribe,!

conunmiities. iu which all. or at least a maj .rity of the o.vuors arn fthvo o he

necessity of stamping out tubercidosis a'n.l arc v.iUiiig to co-oieratc heartily with thu

authorities in bringing about that result.
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This c.iudn.iou ou mv part has not been rashly arrivcl at. Fver since tuber-

culin was first use.l as a diagnostic agent in Irvine tubercub.s.s I have ben studying'

ita action and during the whole of that pcrio.l my opportunities for such study havo

been consi.ler.ably great..r than fall to the lot of the average vetennnnan.

I ot us go a little more into detail. A -herd of. say one hundred cattb', kept under

ordinary aabl, o<inditions is U^sted and twenty-tive reactors are tound. Ibese twenty-

five animals, to-.ther with any which, owing t< the disease U'lng in nn ad-anc.Ml

stage may fail to react but which are detected by clinical eNamination. are slaiighf-

ered and the premises carefully disir.fected. It is not so very long, as T hnv(> already

s-iid since maiivvot.-rinarianswero teiichiug that such a herd was safe and sound a.nl

tiutt' provided any animals added were carefully teste.l before being brought into coiitn-i .

no further danger need be apprehendc.l. This is. of course, very far from being tli.

case.

In tho first place a retest after three months will, depending t. some extent ot:

the virulence of the pirtieular infection, n point of great importance, and the sani-

tary conditions, reveal perhaps from five to ten new reactors. Even afte- theue hav

b. en destroyed and the premises agniu disinfeete.l the herd is by no means safe. Tli.

ten reactors, taking that as the number, have Ix-en living in close contact with tb.

remaining sixty-live and it is quite likely that three months later, gov. ril of the latt.r

will be found to be affix;ted. Here also comes into play tho nncertainty of tuU-rculi::

in repeated tests, a most serious consideration, especially where doubtful reactuu

-

aro concerned. In sjiito of Professor Vallc's important and valuable di--

covery, which T may say docs not by any means apply in all cases, it -

quite within the bounds of possil)ilit,- that a number of animals, affect. 1

to a greater or less degree, will fail to react when tested for the third or fourth time.

This acquired tolerance to tuberculin is one of its most serious limitations and co.;-

p^;.,..trH ".nnther difficulty soniewhat hard to overcome. Let us admit, however, that
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