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<]c;it!i ; tlioy came with slf)\v and heavy stcp.^, ilic govcr-

iioi ciit(;re(i first aiil stood h)okiiig at his prisotu'i- in

)iii)iinii'ijl -silciine. ' I know the time is come' said M ins-

ll'ldr, ' ami hcl'oiv my too-uc is sihMit for evci-, hear vvit-

iiuss to the (loclaratiou of my imioceii..'e. 'J'iic triMsoa if

>iif!i it !)•! thnt I am chaiLnjd with, was committed nheii I

iiad iiidulut'd ill w i:ic, until my rLJison had becoiiiL! (jli-cur-

ed ; my toiioue bofo evidence ai^aiiist my.-elf, and iiaa

ruined my name, and lorevor stained tlic honor of iny

uncieat. !ion-o. f)Ut at tiiis last hour lielievc mc no dis-

l;)yal thou rlit ever entered my hreast. I. el my couhtiy-

nien take waiaiin;^- of me, and reform this natM.!i;d

repioa(d), it unmans the soldit and heirays the |)airi »f,

breaks the ijond of soci.d union, and the lies of love.'

I?^is voice f dlered—the governor turned awiiy his face

and wavc(] his luuul, the Count bosved; and the i»roces;ioii

<.'oinmenced.

'• The garrison had formed a hollow sijuare, their faces

wcvo moulded into that stern sadness, which is eJjove the

wecilcnoss of tears. The Count and his escort advanced,
Jiis sword was home helbre him—they halted ; the Count
advanced and stood alone, the sentence of the court that

tried him and the royal order for his execution were read.

Tiic commander of the troops, a tall gaunt old man, came
forward to jjcrform the ceremony of hreaking his sword ;

as he look it in his bony and shrivelled hands, he shook
with a visi!)le tremor : he raised the weapon, and s'.id-

tlenly bending tlie blade, it ilew in glittering fragments

on the ground—no unfit emblem of the traii-ient glory of

its master. The brow of the prisoner Hushed, and a

groan escaped him.

" Tile tiring party and their victim alone occupied the

space, and a dead silence ensued ; he glanced his eyes to

where tlio hjok out was stationed : he hail a lingering

hope of incrcy, but the ofijccr looked through his ghiss

with correct attention : no horse or man up[)eared in
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