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spic'uou.sly neiir to the station. Fiom this town a
branch line strikes otf the main line in a ncjrth-
westerly direction for some two hundred inile.s to
Saltcoals, vvliere 80 many families of the crofter
class ftom the Hebrides accjuired settlements a few
years a^:;). Special facilities were afforded them
by public subscriptions, augmented by the Im-
])erial Parliament. They have no reus in to regret
their choice, and, from all inf()rn.atif)n received
they appear to be quite content with their lot and'
doing well. The country, rendered accessible bv
this new railway branch, is extremely fertile and
mtending settlers would do well to inspect it
before pioceeding farther west.
After leaving Portage-la-Prairie tlio eoinitry is

vvell settled, and busy little towns with grain
elevators are passed in pretty cK)se succession till
we arrive at

Brandon.
_

This town has nearly 6000 inhabitants, is grow-
ing by leaps and bounds, and is second in im-
portance only to Winnipeg. It is the distributing
market centre of an extensive and well-cultivated
district, as nriay be seen fi-otn the number ot grain
elevators flour and saw n.ills. The town is
beautifully situated on high ground, and, tf.ough
only a few years old, can boast of splendid streets
beautiful buildings, and all the other institutions
that are necessary to the development of a large
commercial, and prosperous city, such as itpromises to be in the near future! The Experi-
mental I arm is in the vicinity of ]^.randon The
success that attended many of the settlers'in the
neighbourhood of the town is almost incredible
Let me illustrate this by one example-Some
eight or ten years ago a young man starte<l life asa farm labourer

; his savings did not amount tomuch, but in a couple of years the modest sum at
his disposal was laid out in securing for himself ahal section, or 320 acres of laiid. ll rtunesmiled upon h.s efforts, and he went on add ngimue and to that originally acquired, tdl at theend of SIX years he had no less than 2000 acr. sunder cultivation; while the property incr,>ased
in value to over £8000. Sutely this in anceshould encourage farm labourers to go out and tryheir fortune A branch line, from BramUm tothe south-west, opens up a vast track of country


