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zen ocenn, Rnd covering the exact nlacc where tlie

boundary of 54° 40' wns suppopecl lo be establish-

ed! Tlie treaties show thia; and tlicir production

is enougii for ihoHc who have been deceived into

the belief of n 54" 40' boundary. Again: for two_

years tlie people have been deluded into the belief

that this 54° 40' was their true and rightful north-

ern boundary ! The Executive documents of IS^a-

'24 were produced; and they show that the slatra-

men who made the treaties supposed to give us

thia northern boundary, actually proposed it, at the

time, over and over again, to (.neat Britain, ns her

northern boundary, coming down to 49 for cpian-

tily, and that, not upon a principle of compromise,

but of right, to cover her settlements in the valley

of Frazer's river; settlements well known to the

et'Hesmen of that day, however unknown to the

brave fifty-four-forlies of the present day. For

two years the people have been told that every

acre and every inch—every grain of sand, blade of

grass, and drop of water, from 42 to .54 40, is ours.

Geogrophy, history, and the maps are produced,

and show that Frazer's river (lowsfroin .')5 to 49

—

ana
discovered by the British in 179.*J—settled by them

in 180G—covered from head to mouth with their

settlements, and known by the Scottish niune of

New Caledonia when we negotiated with Spain in

1819: and then the Executive documents are pro-

duced, which show that this river and its settle-

inents were admitted to be British property by Mr.

Monroe's Administration, who no more set up a

title to it under the Spanish treaty of 1819 than they

set upa title to Canada under the same treaty. Yet

our warlike fifty-four-forties opened the session

with demands for ships and troops to fight Great

Britain for this very Frazer's river! A demand

which put her up to ships and troops on her side,

until she saw that these intrepid invaders of New
Caledonia would be set right at liome. From that

moment her war fever abated; the war fever of our

valiant invaders aba'cd also: they now cry war no

more; and, to do them entire Jusjjce, I verily be-

lieve they had never heard of Prazer's river at the

time they proposed to walk over it in their march

to fifty-four forty. They are now peaceable enough

;

an(i all we have to regret is, the discredit w;hich

theii' want of acquaintance with our own treaties

—

want of acquaintance with our own documents

—

and wantof acquaintance with ourown geopraphy,

has brouglit upon us in the eyes of Europe and

America.
The danger is passed. The language and con-

duct of Great Britain is pacific—perfectly so. She

was a little rufiied at first; as who would not be at

the menaced invasion of a province ? But since she

has seen that the invaders are brought to a stand

at home, t^he seems to liave recovered her good

humor, and the Oregon question has nearly died

out with her. Now, everybody is looking for a

settlement of it on the basis of the old oft'ers of

1807, 1818, IS'SS. These offers I digested into the

form of two resolutions in 1828, in Executive ses-

sion of the Senate, with a view, by their adoption,

to prevent the ratification of the renewed joint oc-

cupation convention which we are now all so de-
' termined to get rid of. These resolutions have

been read once to the Senate, but I will read theiri

again, not to show my consistency, (for my ambi-

tion is to be right, and to get right by changing,

when standing still becomes error;) but to ehoko

the quibblers and garblers who mutilate and mis-

apply my words, lo get nie into the same box they

arc in themselves. Sir, I came into the Senate be-

fore the fathers of the church had all left it, and

when it was the custom of the young Senators to

listen to the old ones, and not to tnrottle them; and

when, I flatter myself, I learnt something; and,

among other things, learnt that 49 was the proper

boundary between our Columl)ia river and the Brit-

ish Frazer's river. Upon this knowledge i acted

in drawing these resolutions eighteen years ago;

and I have nothing to add, or to take from them,

to-day.

"Ill Senate: secret Session: Tuesday, Feb. 5, 1828.

" Mr. Benton's Resolutions.

" Rc.ioltcd, Thnt it is not cxppdiont for tlie Govornmcnt
rif the United States to treiU witli Ins Hritannie Mnjesty, in

relerence to tlioir teriitorlnl cliiiins nnd l«> •ndiirioa west of

tlie Rocky Mountuiiif, upon tln^ liiusis of a joint oeenpatioa

hy the citixeiiB of lliu United Stntes nnd suliJectJi of Great

Kritaiii, of Uie conntrv eliiiined byeneh Power.
" Risolncd, That it is expedient for the Government of the

Uniti'd Hmtes to treat with his liritannie Majesty in refer-

ence to said claims andlioiindaries, upon the basis of a sejn

aration of interests, and the establishment of the 49th degree

of north lalitudt; us a perinaaent boundary between them,

in tlie shortest possible time."

These resolutions were offered in secret session,

as it was proper to offer them, but have long

since been made public, with other proceedings on
the ratification of the renewed joint-occupation

convention in 1828. They are known to the lead-

ers, if not to the followers of the fifty-four-forties,

and would be appealed to by all who would wish

to rejiresent my opinions as they are, and not aa

they are not

!

I have no personal interest in this matter. After

long delay I have spoken publicly (for my opin-

ions were never a secret) what my duty to my
country required at my hands, and according to

the knowledge which thirty years' study of the

suliject has given to me. I have been fighting the

battle of Oregon for thirty years, and when it had

but few friends, though now entirely eclipsed by
the new converts. 1 am where I always have

been, and rejoice to see thequQSlion coming to the

conclusion which I have always tleemed the right

one. For my justification in making head against

so much error,! throw myself upon the equity and
intelligence of my countrymen; and, never having

had any fear for myself, I now have none for my
country.

Mr. BENTON then moved to recommit the

bill to the Committee on Territories, amended on
the motion of- his colleague, [Mr. Atchison,] to

recommit to the Judiciary Committee, with in-

structions to report as follows:

That the bill be rcenmmiUed to the Committee on the Ju-

diiiary, with in^triietion;?—

First. Ti bring in an amendment extending the jurisdic-

tion and laws of the United States, civil and eriniinal, over

the citizens of the United S.ates in Oregon, to the siune ex-

tent lliat Great Britain extended her jurisdiction and laws

over her citizens in the same territory by the act of Farlia-

ineiit of July 9, 1821, and supplemental act.

Secondly. To report a biit lor the fuii and perfect govern-

ment of the territory, to take effect after the abrogation of

the joint-usj convention, providing for the appointment of a
governor, to be the militarx and civil chiefofthe territory, and,

ex officio, superintendent of Indian afiairs ;
providiug aI)JO
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