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have already obpcrvod, plans it^^ altifud." at •21,:.'2l feet. If tlie latter

estimate he correct, M. Wiener lias, w(; believe, not only nuide tlio

highest ascent whicli has been made in the Andes, Imt lias attiiiiied a

greater altitude than has hitherto bten reached on the earth out of

Asia, and in Asia has only been beaten by Mr. Johiison, who some
years ago got to a height ol 22,.'5()l) feet in Cashmere. As the recorded
aseents to tlio heiirht v[ 21,(li>0 feet are extremely few, we siiall liegliiJ

to hear further particulars respecting M. Wiener's exploit, and more
especially wdiether he experienced much exhaustion through the rare-

faction of the air. Practised mountaineers who have clindied to a

heiu-ht of 17,000 to IS.OOO feet have been of opinion that even at such

altitudes tliere is a very important and ]>erceiitil)le iiiininution of tiie

bodily jiowers, and think it probable that tlie height of 20,000 or

2G,()t)0 feet will l)o found to bo about the limit wdiicli will ever he

reach(nl on foot. As a set-olf to this opinion we mav mention the liicts

that hunters in the Himalayas fre((Uently pursue their game at heights

exceeding -JOiOO't feet without experiencing any notable inconvciuenee

from the low barometric pressure, and that natives living on the base

of Demavcnd, near Teheran, often ascend to its summit to gather sul-

phur from its crater without any creat difhculty. The height of this

mountain, there is re.ason to believe, also exceeds 20,000 feet, al-

though it has never been accurately determined.* If, thereliire, severe

Mork can bo done with impunity at such elevations, it seems not un-

rea.sunablo to sui)pose that much gn^ater heights might be attained by

mi'ii wdio had previously accustomed themselves to life at high alti-

tudes. Aeronauts, anyhow, have [.rovetl that life can wist at JStM'OO

feet aliove the level of the sea, and that at 2.'),t)(X) feet and upwards

one may positivtdy be comfortable if sufficiently warndy chid. That

sucli is tlie ca.se is sutlicieiitly remarkahle, t()r "travellers in the air

"

have to sustain incomparably more rapid variations of jiressuie and

temperature than moimtain-climbors. Mr. Glaisher, on his meuiorahle

ascent on September .'i, 18(12, left the earth at 1 P.M., and in less than

an hour shot up to a height of ;iO,(lOO feet. At starting, the tempera-

ture of the air was ;")'.) .leg., and at its greatest altitude it was (!1 deg.

lower. Mountainocr.s experience no such extreme variations as these.

They rarely a.scend more rapiilly than 1,000 feet per hour, never so

nuudi as l.">,ooo (oet in a dr-, and become to some extent accliniatized

as they progress upwards. (In the whole we are inclined to think

that man will not rest until he has at least attempted to reach the

loftiest .summits on the eartli, though wc will venture to assert that

it will be lou'j before anyone crushes down the snow on the suminit of

Mount Kverest.'

CiMA 1)1 Nakdisio (Fiii:siini,i.i)), or ('im\ i«i Vai,i.o\ (Ai'sti:ian Go-

vr.itNMKNT Map).—(Jn September II, 1877, Messrs. U. Gaskell and M.

Ilolzmann, with A. Laceilelli, of Cortina, as guide, made the first

» />r/»fl)vw/.-('iipt. Na'icr, umi.'v dale Tclu'nin, NovcniluT 1(3, 1877, wntos

1.)Mr. .Monro as follows: -I liiwo hi-cn up IVmi.ivi'ikI .ipiiii with iv new l:ir"-

111. •Or I l.reilirlit out, iind hiiv« re.lnce.l lii.. ini-lil In IH.AOO (or, oxactl}' 18,11':*)

I'll.' .'S<M^ Al|iiiii> .Iciuriial, iNo. ,'>7. p. 'M\.
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