
PIUCTICR OF PARLIAMENT. 43

possess tlio fjroiit funotion of tryinj^ imjipaohmonts, wliich is lioM \>y tho F.orcls

m (jfreat Britain, from the simple fact, that there is no jiower invested with the
right to impeach.

House of Commons.—The Speaker takes the chair at 3 P. M., daily. If there
is a (luoniin, the business is proceeded with; if not, the Ifonse is adjourned till

the next day, at .3 P. M. Early meetings take place at the close of the Session,

in order to expedite business, and bring matters to a close. The House does
not usually meet on Sfiturday, nor <loes it assemble on any holiday. No one can
be admitted to hear the debates, without an order from the Sergeant at-.Vrms,

which is generally obtained through a Member. Twenty Members constitute a
quorum.

I.VTEiuuTi'Tioy op TiiK SITTINGS OF Paumamext.—Tho proceedings of the Legis-

lature may be interrupted or suspended either by ajournment, prorogation, or
dissolution.

Adjournment, as the term itself implies, is a postponement of the sitting

or proceedings of tho House, from one time to another specified for the rea.s-

semblage. When the sitting of both Houses are interrupted by royal authority,

it is called proi-ogation. Dissolution puts an end to the representative ch iraeter

of the individuals who, at the time, compose the House of Commons, and I'ar-

lisunont cannot therefore assemble until after a new election, except in cases

hereinafter mentioned. The power of adjournment is a right belonging to each
House, and there are no restraints to this power.

The House of Commons can interrupt or postpone any debate, defer tlie

consideration of any measure, or altogether adjourn its sitting, but the i)ractii!e

is always to ad journ to some stated time , and I think there can be no doubt
that, by the previous permission of the House, the Sjjeaker can leave the Chair
for a>*certain number of hours ; but this does not amount to an atl.journment,

and could not be noted as such by the Clerk. But it nuist be remaiked that
the adjournment of one House does not ailjourn the other. Tho Crown nny,
pentling an adjournment, summon by j)roclamation, either House, or both, .'ukI

nny direct eitlier, or botli Houses to adjourn to any particular day. But while
this power exists, and although in former times it has been frequently exercised
in the Imperial Legislature, it his grown into dissuetude there as well as in the
provinces, enjoying the privileges of theii- own local L(!gislatures.

An in<lividual member may for a time interrupt the progress of business liy

successive motions for adjournment, which may be repeated indetinitely, with
this restriction : no second motion to adjourn can be made until afttM- some
intermediate proceeding shall have l)een had. The motion in connnittee that
the chairman report progress, is equivalent to a motion to atljourn the debate.
Adjournment does not close the Session; nor does prorogation terminate

Pailiament. The former is an act which either House can perform; the Litter

is a power vested in the Crown, tho duration of which may be subserjuently
shoi'tened or extended, as the Crown ])leases. All imtinislied business terminates
anil dies with a prorogation, but during an adjournment they remain in .statu

(juo, to be revised on the re-assembling of Parliament. A member who moves
the adjournment of a debate, or who is in possession of the floor at the time of
the adjourmnent, is said to No in possession of the House, with the light to

I'e open the debate which has been interrupted. This is not the case, hovvi'ver,

when Connnittees of the whole House adjourn. Prorogation never extend
beyond eighty days, but it miy be repeated from time to time by jiroclamation,

and conthuu' to be renewetl until it is intendeil that Parliameut shall nwet for

the dtvspatch of business. The Crown can summon Parliament at any tiim' i)y

giving fourteen day's notice. Dissolution is tho shnijle death of Parliiinu nt,

and may be brought about in two ways, either by the pleasure of the Crown, or
by lapse of time for which it was called into existence. There was a time wlien
the existence of a parliament ternunated by the demise of the Crown, but a
special law removed this provision of the Constitution. But there is no power
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