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THE HONORABLE THOMAS D'ABCY MCGEE

OF MovrBE.vr.

Had the Honorable Thcmas D'Arcjr McGeo lived in the middle of

the sixth century he would very probably have been a member, and

a very distinguished one too, of that all-powerful " Bardic Order,"

Ijeforo whose awful anger, Mr. McGee informs us in his History of

Ireland, " Kings trembled and warriors succumbed in auperatitious

dread." This influential order, we are elsewhere told, were " the

Editors, Professors, Registrars, and Record Keepers" of those

early days, the makers and mastere of public opinion, whose number

in the Provinces of Meath and Ulster alone, in the reign of King

Hugh the Second, exceeded twelve hundred. Although the subject

of our sketch may neither be a prophet, nor the son of a prophet, it

is not improbable that, could we trace his genealogy aright, we

might discover that the tnmk of his family tree is rooted and

grounded in poetic earth ; for his intellectual life derives no slight

nourishment from the poet^s heritage,—imagination and fancy.

Mr. McGee's ancestors hruled originally from Ulster. It is therefore

probable he descends through them from the imposing commonwealth

of bards to which we have referred, and that his scholar-like fore-

fathers must be looked for among the twelve hundred whom King

Hugh impeached, but who were upheld and defended by that illus-

trious travelnstamed saint, who, moved by a love of letters, and a

schoolman's sympathies, had to that end, expressly journeyed from

his sea-^rt home at Icolamkill. On referring to one of the larger and

mor^ perfeci maps of Ireland, and looking closely along the north-

eastern coast, we shall perceive situated sea-ward off the shore of


