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lips. I am incapable of such a meanness. Eng-land's

hour of extremity should never be our opportunity,

for any thing* but words of cheer and the helping*

hand. But, Sir, come peace or war, it is the interest

of Eng'land that the truth be told her. Is the

balance of power in America an unimportant con-

sideration, and how is it to be preserved except by

preserving* that half of the continent which still

belong*s to her, and that can only be done by eleva-

ting* the inhabitants of these Provinces in their own

opinion, and in that of the world at larg-e. I know

that it is fashionable in Eng'land to count upon the

sympathies and cordial co-operation of the RepubHc.

A year ag'o, Cobden and other apostles of his school,

were preaching and relying* upon universal peace.

Now all Europe is armhig-. The}^ preach, day by

day, that colonies are a burthen to the mother

country. The reig'n of peace, of universal brother-

hood, may come. Should it not, and should Repub-

lican America throw herself into the contest ag*ainst

Eng'land, when eng-ag'ed with other Powers, as she

did in 1813, what then would be England's position,

should the noble Provinces of North America have

been fluno- awav, for want of a little foresij>"ht and

common sense ?

The power of the Republic would be broken if our

half of the continent maintained its alleg'iance. But

if that were thrown into the other scale, what then ?

Fancy the Stars and Stripes floating* over our GOOO

vessels—fancy 500,000 hardy North Americans


