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Hitherto it does not appear that there was
any intelligence of armaments making ready

in the ports of the Mediterranean : on the con-

trary, thirty officers of that department in the

French marine were ordered round to Brejl^

under a pretence to ferve in the fleet fitting out

in that port. From whence the miriiftry re-

ceived, on the 24th February 755, certain

advice, that they were fitting out with all ex-

pedition fifteen fail, *viz, feven of the line, five

frigates, and three from 20 to 30 guns ; to be

ready to fail in March for Amcricay with a large

body of regular troops : that another fquadron

of feven fhips of the line was ordered to be

equipped as foon as pofUble; and that France

feemed determined to put all its navalJorce to

fea, either to rei'^force their American fquadron,

or to execute more dangerous projects.

Four days after, the fame channel informs

the Earl of Holdernefsy that in all thefe arma-

ments there appeared a plain defign to make
fettlements, and to build forts : becaufe the

greatefl part of the fhips were equipping en

JJute, or for the tranfporting of troops. He
alfo remarked, that it was reported they were

refolved to augment the fortifications at Louif-

hourg, and to build forts on the Ohio; that

M. Sahert would be charged with the expe-

dition to Canada: and that, after fending re-

inforcements to America^ it was probable they

would


