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only theory on which the existence of these reported

depths can rest is, that there are isolated holes or narrow

rifts in the underlying rock; a theory that seems quite

improbable, as the ceaseless movement of the waters and

the accumulations from incoming streams during ages

past must long ago have filled any such places, if they

ever did exist.

The name by which Moosehead Lake is known to the

Penobscot Indians is Xsebemf, while to that remnant of

the Abnakis that have lived at St. Francis it is Sebamook,

either of which is freely translated by " extending water,"

the second form having the locative ending.' On John

Mitchell's Map of North America, published in 1755,

Moosehead Lake is called Chenhesec L. The application

of this name was probably made by mistake to Moose-

head Lake instead of to Chesuncook Lake, and two

facts strengthen this probability. First, the Indians of

to-day have no form of word like it for the first-named

lake, but unite in giving other names which inter sese

are practically identical, in meaning at least. Secondly,

on Governor Pownall's map, published in 1776, Chesun-

cook is called Chenoshec. The three forms Chenhesec,

Chenosbec, and Chesuncook are probably variations of

one word. According to the Penobscot Indians,^ Chesvn-

cook means *Hhe biggest lake" (i.e. on the Penobscot);

but the word has thus far apparently defied all attempts

^ A St. Francis Indian once told the writer that Xsebem' would naturally

and properly be the exclamation of one of his tribe when, going through the

forest, he should suddenly see light ahead through the trees, and the sheen

from an open body of water. Cf. aasseghen (Rale's Abnaki Dictionary).

2 John Pennowit and others. See Appendix, Indian Place-Names.


