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:

Ri/ohtd, That the firft Julven-

turers and fettlen of thi* his Ma-
jeAy's colony and dominion of Vir-

ginia, brought with them, and

cran£nitted to their pollerity, and

nil other his Majeftv's fubjedU fince

inhabiting in this his Majefty's co-

lony, all the privileges and immu-
nities that have at any time been

held, enjoyed, and poflefled by the

people of Great Britain.

Re/ohued, That by the two royal

charters granted by King James the

Firft, the colonics aforesaid are de-

clared entitled to all privileges of

faithful lieg-e and natural born fub-

jedls, to aU intents and purpofes,

as if they had been abiding and
born within the realm of England.

Re/olvtd, That his M^efty's liege

teople of this his moft ancient co-

ony, have enjoyed the right of be-

ing thus governed by their own af-

fembly, in the article of taxes and

internal police, and that the fame

have never been forfeited, or any

other way yielded up, bat have

been conftantly recognized by the

King and people of Great Britain.

Re/olved, Therefore, that the

General AlTemby of this colony,

together with his Majefty or his fub-

ilitute, have, in their reprefentative

capacity, the only exclufive right

and power to lay taxes and impo-
iitions upon the inhabitants of this

colony ; and that every attempt to

reft fuch a power in any perfon or

perfons whatfoever, other than the

General AiTembly aforefaid, is ille-

gal, uncooftitutional, and unjuft,

and has a manifelt tendency to de-

ftroy Britilh, as well as American
freedom.

The folltyiving Re/ol'ves luere not

paj/id, only drawn up by the Com-
mittee.

Re/ohed, That his Majefty's liege

people, the inhabitants of this co>

lony, are not bound to yield obe-

dience to any law or ordinance

whatfoever, deligned to impoft: any
taxation whaifoever upon them,

other than the laws and ordiaances

of the General AiTembly aforefaid.

Re/elvid, That any perfon Vh6
Ihali, by fpeaking or writing, main-

tain that any perfon or perfohs,

other than the General Afltmbly

of this Colony, have any right or

power to impofe or lay any taxa-

tion whatfoever on the people here^

Ihall be deemed an enemf to thik

his Majefty's colony.

The ftamp aft was printed and

cried about the ftreets at New York

by the title of The Folly of England,

and Ruin of America. On the 14th

of April, the guns at .Philadelphia

were difcovered to be ail fpiked up,

and on looking at thofe of the bar-

racks, they were found to be ferved

in the fame manner, to the great

furprize and uneafinefs of the inha-

bitants. Letters arrived in London,
frpm Bofton, in New England,
dated the ift and 6th of April, ex-

prefEng the alarm that the news of

the ftamp aft had thrown the people

into, the heart-burnings encreafed

during the fummer, and the New
York paper, in the beginning of

June, 1765, gave fufficient proofs

of the temper with which the colo-

nifts beheld the approach of the ift

of November, on which day the

aft was to take place. Letters of

the fame tenor came from Virginia,

dated in June, and from Philadel-

phia, of the fame date.

It was not the populace alono

who were difcontented, iJien of pro-

perty took the alarm. The Gene-
ral Affembly of Virginia having-

debated on the ftamp aft, come to

the preceding refolutions ; the Go-
vernor thought fit to diflblve them.

But when a neweleftion took place,

it did not fcem to be compofed of


