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Ttotioo c<.aelu*r4'l..twt.Bth. Uail^ »!«•*A«*ariter or ita irib«ilariaa, axcapling two tampofsry

•atabliabmania ia 1808 and 1810, fomad alao by

American citizena, whioh wara aoon abandoned in

Gonaequence of iha dJBeully of obtaining pronaiona

md other embamaaasanu. The Aatoria company

*alao formed an aalabliahment in 1611, on the Oka-

nagon, a Uibutary entering the Columbia on iha

north aide, betwaaik the 4»h and the 49th parallela

of latitude-, and in 1813 another near it on the Spo-

kan, alao a tributary of tba great river.

In 1813 the Pacific Company, in coneequence of

the erabarroasmenia growing out of the war of

1813 wi(h Great Britain, aolJ "ita tatabliahmenta,

fura, and atock in hand" (including the \>o»ia on

the Okanagan and the'Spokan) to the Noriliweat

Company- and a few daya afterward* the British

aloop-of>|far Raccoon arrived, took posaeasion of

the place, and hoiited the Bntiih fla^.
.

By the treaty of Ghent, ratified by ua in 1815, it

waa atipulaleii that "all territory, placea, and po»»e«-

aiona wnalBoever taken by either party from the other

during the war, or which may be token al'ier theaign-

ingof thia treaty, excepting only the iaianda hero-

inaAar mentioned, thall be reatored wiilioul delay.'

In compliance with thia atipulation the oatabliah-

menlat Astoria waa reatored to the United Stalea.

The compliance waa full, unconditional, and with-

out reaervation of any aort. No claim waa act up

by Great Britain in her written communicaiiona

•with the United Slatea on this aubject, at the time

of thie restoration, in reapect to any riaht of BOV':r-

eigniy or domain in the territory thua reatorsd.

The Britiah miniater at Washington had, it la true,

a year before objected to the leeioration on the

ground that the place had been purchased by the

Northwoat Company, and that it had "been taken

possession of in his majesty's name, and had been

aince considered as forming part of hie maje3iy a,

dominions." The objection waa virtuolly abandon-

ed by the restoration; and aa the ploce waa restored

without a written proteal or reservatio-', the ground

of the objection may be regarded as having been

considered ^wholly untenable by those who took

it. In this transaction, aa in all others relating to

the territory of Oregon, the government of the

United States maintained- in clear and unequivocal

terms its right of sovereignty. In its instructions to

Cnpl. BiddTe in 1817, it directed him to proceed to

•the mouth of the Columbia, and there "to assert the

claim of the United Slatea to the sovereigrtty of the

adjacent country, in a friendly and peaceable man-

ner, and without this employment of force." rtis

order hoexecuted on the 9th of August, 1818, l»y

taking formal poaaeaaion of the country on Uie river.

The tormal reatoration of Aatoria waa made on the

6th of October, 1818; and in fourteen days after-

wards (on the aoth October) a convenuon was

agreed on by the United Statea and Great Britain,

containing the following article:

sn-i Mi Ma»»»»» th« KtaaufthaUaHaJ IUBg*»« of Ot^'
Britain and Iraland, oa iSs »Olh of Oetabvr, l««.*h^b«.

linuailln force, latbaiama aisnaar aa WaU t)»«jprovlitoas

a tha »aia artlrla ware hewlB •pcoiieally »«elt««-

"Aar. i. IHhallbacoinp«Uiit,howa»ar. to altitsr ef the

contracting uartln, l» ca»« rilliar (hoald tbiak St. ft aoy

limn «it»r flie iOlh Oi-lol»r, l»ja, on KlWpRilns no««» of

lw«l»» monlln to llio i.ther coniiaetlai party, toannal ana

abioiati> thin convantion; and it (bait, in ittch eaaa, ba ae-

cordlngly enllrcly annulled and abrogated, alter tb* aapjr

rutliin of^thn lalJ 'ertn of notice.
, ., .

"Art 8. Nothing conulm-d in thU conttntlon, or In tha

third BrticU of lh« conTrnilon of lb« 9Utk of October, IBIS,

her.il.v <oi.tinu.J in ftfreo, »'ru/l it conttnuilf impmr, tr l»

an:, 'hi ...1 off- -, lliecl'inu whichclther of tbc conltacllnB

IidW.. < m»T h»vo to Kny part .<f ilia country waitwardol

the Stony or Boo..y mountain!.''

Aar. ». It is agreed that any country that may ^8 ctolm.

n party on tho notthweat coast of America.

wert'ward of tile Aony mountains, •hajl, ••g*'!"'
*''?,;I*

«d by either

haibora. baya, and creek., and the narfeation of all rlwra

•wltUn the iame, ba free and ojian for tho term ol ten yean

fJomSit dateof thotJgaature' of the present convoiiljon.

t"SrveaMJa.citiMna,and aubijeoU «"»'•»«"»?«"*"="

IMIM well nnderatood that IhU agreement H not to be con-

STrufd To the p^judke of any claim which aither of the t«o

high coatxactSiw partie. may have to any part of .aid coun-

tr? nor ahall itU taken to ailect the claim, of any other

MWor or State to any part of the .aid country, the only ob-

Ct"thew"h contVaoting partle., in that re.p«t, being

to prevent diipute. and ditftrence. among them.elve.."

On the bi sis of these two treaties tha nUtionjof

the two r/)untriee in respect to Oregon now rest;

and in order to naccrtain what ore the righta of the

contracting parties to the territory in dispute we

must revert to the year 1818, to the italu guo be-

fore ihey were entered into; for if, as has been seen,

nothing contained in the treaties can ptfjudico in

any manner their respective claims, no acta dont

since by settlement or otherwise can create, in re-

spect to th«k territory in queation, any righta which

did not exiat then. ...
This position waa taken with characteristic vigor

and brevity by the distinguished senator from South

Carolina IM:-. Caliiodm] sitting before me, in a

note dated the 3d of September, 184 1, and uddrcsa-

edtoyr.P..kenham, while the aenr.iot waa acting

in the capacity of a negotiator.

Sir, I wish to be distinctly ui '•erstood on thi»

point, for the reason that the Hudson's lijy Company,

in which the Northwest Company has been merged,

has for severul years been extending ita estab-

lishments, and because, in tho.negotiatione between

tho Britiah government and ours, it has been

once, at least, if not more than once, intimated

by the former that Britiah aubjecta had in-

teresta there which it was bound to protect.

These establishments have been made with full

knowledge of the stipulations of the conventions en-

tered into between the two countries; and dn no
cround, even the ground of equity, can any clajin

be set up on the basis of these newly-created in-

terests. To agree to suspend the settlement of the

coiitriiversy, and then to draw from acta done by one

of the parties during the sucensioa new argumenta

in fdvor of its own side of the question, is not only

repugnant to every rule of fairness, but it ia a vio-

lation of the letter as well aa the spirit of the agrea-

meni, and tends to the defeat of the very object in

view in making it.
. . j i. j

Lfit us see, then, what discoveries had been made,

and what esuiblishmenU formed, in 1818. Thoee jf

Spain were paramount to all others, aha had vit.»

iied and explored the whole coaat from California,,

where ahe had permanent eatabliahmenta. to tha (Doat

northerly line of the territory in dispute. Sl.ahaddif

covered the strait ofJuan de Puca,and forroM an ct-

tablishment within it I think in 1790.
_^
She h^

discovered Nootka sound, and established. hera^JT'

there. And she was strengthened in her claima to

the absolute sovereisnty of the country by its im-

mediate contiguity to California, of which .aha had

the undisputed and undivided poaaewion, with

the exception of two temporary eatabjiahroento br

theRuasians between the bay of St. Franciaco and

:sxvc7r^*-^T;;iWis^j5*^^^^^ »
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