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APPENDIX No. 19.

DeCLAKATION of AllEI. DOUOLAS, M.\hTER OF TllK SEALING HCIIOONEB "AniETAS," 1893.

I'orl ol' Vi. ttiriu, j

Briti^)i Columbia. \

I. Ab.l Itimu'liis. <if the City nl' Viitoiiii, in tlu' Proviniv of British Columbia,

Dominion oT Canada, d" soii'iiiniy drrhui' that :

—
My lirsl •x|i»ri<iii !• in ihi' toaliiii;- liu.>*ini'Sh wa." as master of llie schooner

" Triuiiipii :" in wlii.h vessel I \veii( seMliiii; aioim the r oasi in I8H1. 188:1 an<l l«8^.

In I881;, I went as !i hiintrr ill the sehooiier " Cluilleiiye, " sealiiiL' alon^ the coast.

In 1887, 1 went as luinier in the .same vessel idmiir the c,)a.-.t and to the North I'ncilic,

Ocean. Ill ln88 an<l 18H!i, 1 went to the Xortii rucilic Ocean and Itehriiiir Sea. an

hunter on board the " Annie ''. Moore." In I8!i0, I went to the tsaiiie waters as a

hunter in the scho(.iier "Tninnpli." In \W\. I was mazier of llie schooner "^Liy

Bell" and went to the North I'aciiic Occin an<l Ilehrinu- Sea, beinir warned out of

HehriiiLT ScM niidci- the nini/'i^ rirendi In iMfJ. J went to thi' Norih I'acilic Ocean
and III till' waters around ( 'njiper Isliiid. as master ol the schooner " Arietas ;

" and
this year, 1^'.':!. as niaslcr of the sntiie vessel, I went to (he .Japan coast and to the

waters aroumi Kipiiiaiidnrsiiy Islands.

I 1 leaii (1 Iripiii the I'ort of \ ii toria on the (ith day oj l'"cl>iiary and sailed direct

to the Japan coast, reachinir Yokohama on the Mih day of Manh. I left Yokohama
on the 1st dav ol April, and took my lirst s.'uls o:: the .lnpaii coast on the 7th day of

that month, in latitude ;'>7- «;V N., lonii-itude l-M"^ 88' K. The Ir.st seals I irot on that

coast were taken on the •Jlthday ol .Iiine, in latitude 44 07' N., lonirilude 147" 80' K.

Between tliesi' dates, aiid aloM"' that coast, my positions raiiL'ed from ;i7'^28'N., lati-

tude to 44^ 0/ N., latitude mid from 14'i 00' to 147 30' east loniritude.

The seals taken on the .I.apan coast were ijriiicipallv youiiir seals—about half
male Mild half feinali—curly in the season. The I'emales were virifin seals which
had not \et Krcd. This was in Ajiril. Later on I irot inori' females, a lartre immbor
of them beiiiu in imp. There were also (luite a number of barren females, adults,

havinir no younir or no show whatever of milk. This was in .Iniie otf Yes.so Island.

I al.so o(it youiiL'' inale.s and females non-breeders in this vicinity There are moro of
this latler class of seals taken nn the ,Ia]iaii coast than on the American side.

1 lefi Sikotan on the Jlth day ol .Iniie for the waters around Komandorsky
Islands, arriviuu' olfCopper Island on the lOih .Iiilv

The lirst seals I took in t his vicinity were irot on the l.'ith day of July, in
latimde .>;{ 20' N.. loni;itude li!8^ Iv The last seals taken in these wa'ters were got
on the ,")tli day of September in latitude .")!' 41' N., longitude It'i!)" 20' I'j ; my posi-

tions between these dates ranuinu- from latitude SA° to r>4'^ N., longitude lOG 51' to

lti'J° 2ti' K.

The seals socured around Cojiper Island were mixed cows and males. I cannot
say what percentaire there was of females but there were a few more than males,
and a lariie number of iion-brecilinu: seals—yountr males and females.

I noticed particularly that of (he females taken. eomi)aratively few had a full
flow of milk, these bi'iiie- the lirst cauurht Most of the females which had a show
of milk were drying up. and I am (d'o])iiiion that their imjis must have been weaned.

Towards the end of (he season the milk had almost entirely dried up, the
slightest traces only beinir observable.

I know- of no " banks " to the southward of Copper Island. I have tri.'d for fish
but could get no soundings. In some places, (he wa(ersome(iinesha8 the appearance
in colour as though soiindiniis existed, and this doubtless accounts for any reports
as to " banks." There are i)lenty squid and salmon off the island in July and
Auirust. Most of (he .seals are (aken from 4;') to tiO miles off.

In the stomachs of both male and female seals, I have irequoutly found a variety
of lish—squid, small lish similar to herring, and salmon.


