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to tlie acre is an average crop. All the

Helcls are set with a new leafless foi-est of

lK)les, and I heard of one man last year
who cleared §50,000 off a farm of no very
large area.

That was a good season ; hut there have
heen bad ones. Then the farmers had
nothing to fall back ujjon, for thej' plant
nothing else whatever, and ai-e scai-cely

more than speculators in hops. They
might raise an abundance of fruit, but few
orchaixls have been planted; cows could
tind rich pasturage, but the people buy milk
in Tacoma, and bring butter from Oi-egon.

Wlien the full year comes, and they make
a large profit, thry spend most of it in

having a luxurious time, and very little

in impi-ovements. This shiftless procedure
uses up in one ix>or year all the gain of

a good one; and if two bad seasons (xicur,

money must be borrowed at fi'om fifteen

to twenty-five per cent, interest. Thus a
large portion of this rich valley is over-

laid by hea vy mortgages, and its develop-
ment will be slow until a wiser and more
enterprising generation arises.

The picking, in September, is done
wholly by Indians, who gather with their

families from the region around, excelling

every other nationality in this work.
Merry times are seen then. Most numer-
ous, of course, are the Puyallups, whose
i-eservation is at the mouth of the river.

These Indians live in cabins and frame
houses for tho most part, and the majority
of them cultivate land to pretty good ad-

vantage, though they never woi-k as hard
for themselves as when they hire out to

white fai'mei-s.

Southward and westward of Tacoma
sti'etch the copse-dotted plains of Steila-

eoom, ruddy with sorrel, over whicii you
may drive your carriage miles and miles

in any direction as upon a natural road.

On the further side is the fine old post of

Fort Steilacoom, now abandoned and giv-

en to the Territory for an insane a.sylum.

It was army head-quartei-s in this region

during the Indian wars of 1855-8, of

which the block-houses, encountered here

and there, are also reminders. On their

western border is Olyinpia, the old Paget
Sound port, and now the capital of the

Territory—a pretty, maple-shaded village,

with many very pleasant people, who
have more leisure to enjoy life than occurs

elsewhere. Olympia has almost nothinrr

to live upon beyond the crumbs that fall

from the government tables, except the

custom she derives fi-om the C'iiehalis-

Valley, which lies west of her. since the
more adjacent district is heavily forested,

and its sandy soil is of small worth while
so much superior laiul is available.

The Chehalis rises in the Olympic
Mountains, and. flowing .southward and
westward, empties into Gray's Hai-lwr.

Those who have seen it gi-ow enthusiastic

over the timl)er that clothes its upper
drainage, and the amble fields lying
along its lower course. A considerable

l)oi>ulation is gsitheretl there now, grow-
ing wheat and iwts and planting fruit,

ti'ees. These settlements trade at Olym-
pia; but ali'eady a ntilway is projected to-

come up from Astoria, and there is talk of

another to enter fixun the westwaitl, Avith a
line of steamers from Gray's Harbor to San
Francisco, while a thiitl line is intended

to tap the upper valley ou its way north-

ward. X should like to know a piece of

Washington valley land ten miles square

that has not had a railway surveyed over
it; and all the Hues seem in a fair way to

be built.

Tho anticipations of all the sound towns:

dei)end upon the fixture of that mysterious,

speculator-plaguing will-o'-the-wisp "tlie

terminus" of the Northern Pacific Rail-

i-oad. New Tacoma has it now. and pur-

jM).ses to ker p it, ''laimiug that her distance

from the sea mattei"s no more than in the

case of Baltimore or New Orleans. Seattle

agi-ees that distaiuH> is nothing, since tho

watei-s are thon>ughly navigable, but says

she is nearest the centre of resourees, and
has greater wharf facilities. The lower
sound towns. Port Townsend, Port Dis-

covery, and Port Aiigi>les, urge their con-

tiguity to the iK'ean, offer their fine har-

boi-s, and sjiy that by i~ail they are only
about thirty miles farther {i\n\i Portland

than Seattle, while twice that distance of

slow and ex|HMisive towage is saved. It

is understtxKl that measures have already

been tuken to construct a railway from
Port Townsend along tlie west shore of

Hootl's Canal t<j Skixtkumchuck or Teni-

no, on the Northern Pacilic. This project

may not in the i-.>pidity of its jnvigress

meet the expectations now entertained;

but before long I think a railway will

be extende<l along that i-oute. and I can

not but believe that the harbor of Port

Townsend will ultimately become the

actual if not the nominal terminus^

which is now a matter of uuivei-sal fore-

thi airht.
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