
1888 AMERICAN STATESMEX. 101

communings in the tavorn porch or on the shady side of llin country store, [with] nil

occasional clerjryman, jiudagogiu", or li';ri.ilator, small ])hinter.s and .siiuill tra<lfr!',

sportsmen, loatVrs, slaves ami tlie drivers of slaves, and, more than all, those Ijiicolic

Solons of Old Virginia, the good-humoured, illiterate, thrifiles.- ( '.lucaslan consumers

of toljaccii and whisky, wlio cordially consented that all the hard work of the W(jrl(l

fihould he done hy the chiMi'en of Ham. Ihiring all that time in his life, as we nuw

look back upon it (says his biographer), ho has for us the aspect of some lawless,

iinkempi genius, in nntoward circumstances, groping in the dark", not without wild

jdv, towards his unconci'ivahio true vocation ; . . . withal borin' along, for many

days together, by the mysterious undercurrents of his n:>ture into that realm of

I'everie where tlie soul feeds on immortal fruit and communes with unseen asso-

ciates, the body meauwhilo being left to the semblance (jf idleness.

Is not tliiri soinctliing like a pliilosophical deseriiition,, tiiietured

with poetry, of the; luafor? Henry laado bis first notable appearance

in the Virginia (Mergy case, as the defender of what bis biograplier

is constrained to biand as barefaced iniquity—iniquity upon wbicli

(Jeorge the Third iiad )ut a tyrannical veto. Nor were the appeals to

mtdignant and dishonesL passion by which he gaineil bis cause required

or jiistitied by professional duty. In the dispute with tlu? British

Oovernment, Jleiny, like Samuel Adams, meant mischief from the

beginning; he miiy even claim to be the first who gave his voice

openly for civil war ; and in his case, as in that of Samuel Adams, the

government stands acquitted by the iinpospibility of satisfying the

Implacable. He showed his i ;iplacal'.ility '.
.i ucitalde wa\ ;jy fiercely

rejpoti^.g the conciliatory scheme of John (ialloway, who pro})osed in

Congress that the American colonies should be 'ciifederated and

have a fi'deral jKuliament of their own, >,itli a governor-general

appointed by the Crown; a plan which would ha ,< given them all

that the most advanced of constitutional patriots pi'etended tcdesire.

John (ialloway was a man of mark. John Adams mentions him
among the ' scmsible and learned but cold' speakers in Congress,

while he numbers Henry among the 'orators;' and the rejection of

(ralloway's schemi^ - by the vote of a single state was a signal triumph

of oratory over cold •sense' As to Henry's power as an orator of

- ' Could tlie plan liavo been adoptccl,' >,-ivs I'roressor Tyler,' tliedisniptinii oC the

I'ritisli Em] lire would certainly have been aveited lor that e]ioch, and, as an act of

viiilence and unkind ness, would peiha]is iiave been avert e(l for ever ; while the thirteen

Eiij^lish colonies would have remained Knglisli colonies wilhmil ceasiiu,'' to be Free.'

To bar false inf<'renees, it may 'oo as well to remark that between this scheme of

Home Itule and the projiosal uf a statutory parliament fnr Ireland there are vital

))oints of dilVerc'Uce. Jn tlu' lirsl jilace, (lallowav's plan would have iiivohiMl no re-

construction iif the [iiility of Great liiivain : in the second place, the Crown in those

cJtays would havi^ bix'ii a real, not merely a nominal, link ; in the third ])lae,e, tho

American colonies were three thousand miles oil'; and in the fourth ]ilace, their in-

babitants were for Ibe most ])art attached to 'he mother-country, and, instead of

wishing t(j 'breaktho last link,' were very anxious to retain the connection. After all,

110 one can fell liow the two rarliaments would have acted together. A call from

Croat Britain for HU)j[ilies for a European war would have imt a .severe strain oa
their harmonv.


