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On the 1 2th May tlic cattle were feeding on the prairio, and tlie rich

yellow cream bore testimony to the goodness of the grass.

I have now given to the best of my ability a short account of the first

year spent by us in tliis (ireat Lone Land. At this time so many are

leavin,L;- dear old England t(; seek a home in other lands, and to these, at

least, 1 hope it may be interesting ; from it they mny he ahlc to under-

stand a few of the difficulties tliat have to l-e met with \)\ all settlers

in a new country, although tiie expei'ience of every family ni;»y vary, it

3uav, too, bo a satisfictiou to know iiow liap})y En>^iish pe(jj)ie really a.'C

AvliL'U away from tlie comforts and luxuries to whicli they have all their

lives hecn accustt)med.

in Canada vui do not so much i-ealise that vou ai'o in a sli-ancre land,

being still untler the linglish ilag, and all the people or their ancestors

jiaving come from the British Isles. Ajid it is pleasant throughout the

whole country to hear the ailecti(»nate wav in which the Canadians speak

of the ''Old Countrv."
I.

There ai-e many English people settled in the Tiittle Soslvatcbcwan,

and I have not heard of one who dislikes the North-AVest. .Many would

natui 'ly prefer living amonL;>:t their friends, for it is indeed a severe

wrench to break \i\) a home and leave ])eo|)le and places that we have
been warndy attached to from childhood, still 1 think they agree with

me, that heing out here is preferable to living in lui.uland on a small

income when i\ ccitain amount of " appearance " seems necessary to be

n'.aintaineil and where there is so little prospect of jiroviding for the

children, or our own old age. Here there is every ])i'ol)al)ility of the

difficulties and disagreeal)]es decreasing each year. Our life com])ared

with that of those who fii'st took land in tins settlement, shows a

decided improvement during the tiu'ce years. Mimie(U)sa is nearly in

tlie eent]-e of the Countv, where everv necessary and even luxuries can
be pi'ocui- id instead of going ninety oi" one hundred and fifiy miles as

those eari\ settlers liad to do. We are now al)le to reach Wim\ij)eg or

Portage la Prairie in as many lunirs as it lias hitherto taken days.

Living in such small houses and the absence of servants is a thing not

pleasant to eontemi)late when sitting in an English dining room, but

berore the little house is reached, there is so miieli to he gone through

tbau people are only too glad to have a home of their own, and it is

really a great pleasure to plan and c<mtrive to make thiit little home
as comfoitable and convenient as jiossihle, and tiiat it is really yon7'

own, and that at any time you may build a more commodious dwelling

when fuads and time permit, help you to make the hest of a small

bc,t;inning, and when _you see others contentedly doing the work that

•each day brings, and there is no one to do it for you, you naturally take

•a pride in doing well what in England you scarcely ever thouglit ahout.

Still it does need a cheerful unrepining spirit, not to weary of the

Jnonotony, for each week brings much the same routine, and there are

many things in a Colonial life totallv at variance with our English ideas,


