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ý4N important crisis in the history af the Cl.
{ dren of Israel is at hand. For forty years

they had been oppresied by the Philîstines and
sadIlyhnrailiated. They hadrelap2ed into idolatry.
They had lost the visible symbol of God's presence
-the ark, which for seven months had been in
t1e passes&on of tieir enemies. Batallthis dicip.-
lino was needed ta brin- theni ta repentance. At
length, ont af the depths of their misery, "Ail
Israei lamented, aiter the Lard," v. 2. Vs. 3-4.
Samnuel, notv fifty years aid, entera upon has lifo' a
vwork ai j adge, praphet and reformer. fle speaki
with authority. If ye do relurn-True repentance
ia a turning froua sin ta God, and it is a condition
attached ta the promise of deliverance. P'ut rzway~
the atrange goda-That is the final step towards
recancilîntion, for God must have no rivais, no0 di.
vided aleagiauce, Eao. 20 : 3-6. The strange gods
worshipped by the heathen were .D«alm and
dsldero9, the plural names af their chief dieties,
Baalam and Âshtereth. V. 5. mfizpeh-a City in
Benjamin, about 3j miles nonth from, Jerasalem.
rue ohjrct in gathering the tribus thero was tha-,
they might aalemnly renew their covenant vowa ta
serve Jchovahl, as their fathers, had doue at
Schecheru ini the days oi Joshua, Jas. 24 : 14.29.
1 will Pray for you. from this and many ather
passaes of seripture learn the dnty and privilege
3iunteres,;opy prayer, Luke 22 : 32 ; James b: 16.
V. 6. Pourcd water out-an e-mhîem.tic aet ta,
latirnato that they were emptied of idoiatny and
tbt their promises bil garie forth "u s %vater spift
01n the grounil whicli cannat bo gathereil rip a~i
2 San. 11: 14, letast£d-iu token af huii.
ilion; and sid -Con Its.iou af Bi ta Goad naturaiiy
aecanpiuies repentance, and is acceptable ta Ilim,
1 Johi 1 : 9. V. 7. The l'hilustincs woul1l
aaturally regard this githering as a determination
0" the p ort cf the Israeiitea ta thnow offttheir yuke.
Were afraid-%Veli for thein that they iveîre so
coscious of their owîî weakness ai that they look-
id ta the Lard foi deliverance. Vii. 8-11. l'fi
Tàe wvile record 1.3 a flot 4ibli inistance of the effi-
acY of 1rayer. At the same time it teacties that
Inswers ta Prayer usnaiiy caine in the use of ap-

î antetl rneans. WVileiiot Lord thuadened, t1ue
sIw-leiies fought. V. 12. T.:e deliverance which
:tlçs iii answertoprayerbh-)ul- bc comuaeiuorated.
&tnIczC? -stoite ofie 1 ep-.-me.n )rial ai the în2ey

fiîiunsof Gai. ih best necogii on wc
rnak! af God*a goodîliess ta ui ii canjsecrat.î.
11,s service. lZorni. 12: 1. Vs. 13-14. The

livcrM ire was caI)!e!te, ail 1 so it xvid evCiattallv
IVih ail who tnustiru the Lani, l's., 34 . 7 ; 103:
13.

1 OCrousi 21. 1 SAMiJEL VIII : 1.10.

Goldien Tezt, 1',almu 118 - 9.

jWENTY years of peace and prosrerity follow.
ed the victory recorde1 lin la8t lesson. We

have naw to nutice a remarkable popular inove-
mrent which Samuel was powcrlesa to preveut, but
which, wise mnan that lio was, ho endeavourcd ta
contrai. The idffa of baving a king was not; r.ew
ta the Hebrews. Ail the surroundirig nations
were sa governed. B3,fore this they had invited
Gideon ta asume the functions of royalty, Juil. 8:
229. V. 1. Samuel was now about seventy years
old. It seeme he had aprainted bis sons to sst
la the administration of aiLsirs ini the southeru
provinces. The office of Julge was flot hiereditary;
neither were the gaod qualities of Samuel. V. 3.
i lis sons were selfhij, covetous, ana unprincipled.
Vsï. 4, 5. Rama, about four miles N. West frora
Jerusalcm, was the birth-place, home, and burial
place of Samuel. Ilis sons wcre stationed at
Lieersheba, abuut farty.five miles S. West froni
Jeriasaleni. The demaud for a king came froua
the represent.tive "leiders of the people," who,
being diasatisfied with the admiinistration af the
yourig mien, thouîglit to find a remedy for their
grievances in the establishment of a permanent
hereditary monarchy. V. 6. 1\irsonal feeling
might p3rUly account for Samuei's reluotance tea
listen ta the proposai. Old mon do flot like t-) bo
Luia ou the liheif Buit it was principally on the
gronnd that il was a revolutionary inovenient with-
out auy divine warrant for L;. Vith characterisîjo
deference ta the wffi af God, ho prays aver it, ame
Ch. 15: -Il A fine ciamplic ta Caristians in every
tue of difficulty, Ps. 145 : 18. V. 7. The
aubwer of the Lord ii full of gîsco aud sympathy.
it talies in thte w'..,1o situation aiud g3es tothie root
of the matter. 1:1 rejectitig Samuel the people
were virtuai] rejuactilà Go 1, w h, limself had

be-t'eir ruler ail aiong. Titet baîden. atheir8sia
was not su> mach. desiring a kiîîg, %vlieli ini course
af time they snighit reabanably enough eapect,
Gen. 17:- 6-16 ; D.eut, 17 : 14-'20. but rallier ho.
cause tlwcy went about it in the Wrong way. They
wauted to be ri4 af God's authority, andi to have
sucli a ruler sas the beathen had. Thleir sin was
apostaey, Heb. 3 : 12. Tàeir coaduct wasia keep.
iîag witth tlieir history. Ait along they h.sd been
fi-kL-- aidi tîngratefui. V. 9. Froua wiiat iollows
wo icara tliat ýGoui gometimes allows people ta bave
thî'ir owu way la order that thaey miay bo couviniced
iliat ilit way is hoUter. They hiad their dobire
,grauted, buit wvere fulîy warurd of the causeulueu<;;
yti, wii their cyesj opeu, they said, il Nay, hut
wu %viii have kîg"(ikiad ta the endof tho ciiap.
ten). We ani tauglit by thîs les ot tru4l ini
Gad, because lic kiaows whit isi btst for us, PNî.
12.J : 1; 1 Ti il. 4 : I1O ; aud warned agaiiîît trust-
in, la man, Pzi. 6O : 11.12 ; Jer. 17: 5.8.
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