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FLOUR MILLBUILDER

CONSULTING ENGINEER, &c.
218 Third Avenue South,. .
MINNBAPOLIS, - MINN.
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A Manitoba Testimonjal,
PORTAGE LA PRAL.., Deéc. 8th,"1887.
Jaura Pre, P.s?.. Minncapolis, Bion,, U.8.A,:

Dxar $1R,—In handing you our check for £1,301.24, in
tull for balance o1y gour contract fur building and enlarg-
ing our mill, we without solicitation wish to state, that
you havo done your work in & manner highly satlsfactory
to this company The capacity which you guaranteed at
275 barrels, we find considerably under the mark, as
wo aro ot prosent making over 300 barrels, and tho qual.
ity of tho flour is all that wecould wish for,” Somo ol
our largest purchasers frankly tell us, it is equal to any
flour made In cither MInnesota or thls province. The
yleld also wo find very eatisfactory. We musk alse. bear
testimoby to your pleasing and géntlemanly wannes;and

rour willingness at alt thnes to meet our wishes. This

as made our busiress relations pleasant and wocan hon-
estly say, that we recommend you toany pesson, require-
Ing unythini in the will bullding or il furnishing line.
Wishing you the-success that straight dexling -merits, we
are Yours very truly, .

THE PORTAGE MILLING CQ.
Jas. MacLenaghen, Managing Dircctor,

WituiN the past week two letters have
reached the officr of Tur CommEerciAL from
prominent merchar  'n British Columbia con-
taining complaints that the extortionate rates
on the C. P. R. from the Pacific Coast to points
in Manitoba and the Territories effectually black
a trade being done therein by British Col-
umbians, In both letters the writers state
that had they rates in any way approaching
those given to Eastern Canadian shippers, they
could do a profitable business in the districts re-
ferred to. Evidently British Columbians are
feeling a little of the discrimination under which
Manitoba groaned for sceveral years. If they
expect to have the privileges which the
C. P. R. Company give to eastern shippers they
will live in disappointment until they are in a
position to force such a concession. They will
learn ere long, if indeed they have already
learnt, that the C. P. R. policy is to discourage
trade growth in the west as much as possible
and concentrate it in the east. Once they have
thoroughly realised this fact, they will be able
to understand why Manitoba is naking such
terrible sacrifices, to free itself frow the mon-
opoly which thus discri:nilmtes against it.
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¥ew people outside of the political mono-
maoiacs and party henchmen will be sorry that
the Royal Commission lately appointed by the
Lientenant-Governor came to such an abrupt
stop, before it had actually entered on jts work
The outside public were but little interested in
knowing the inner workings of a quarrel, whih
is o disgrace to the province, especially as the
scope of the inquiry was to be confined to
matters, affecting only tha personal reputations
of politicians in and out of office, and not in
any way to clear up pa‘nts which are of intereat
to the general public. The ‘“emier and the
Attorney-General had the commissions powers
limited to an enquiry into two charges of brihe '
taking, of wkich they were accused, while the ]
Free Press and Call crowd wanted a general
search of the political affairs of tie past two
years, with a view of unearthing official
rascality somewhere, and the reenlt is that
therc will be no investigation at all. The
whole affajr rescinbles very much an attempt to

arrange o mill between two pugilists, neither of
whom arq very anxious to fight, and boch of
whom are determined to start with a decided
advantage if a fight is forced. The ministers
wanted a fight on strict P, R. rules, but the
Free Press and Call wanted one rough aud
tumble, and conscquently no fight will come
off. Had one been arranged it would doubtless
been as disgusting as any pugilistic mill ever
was, and doubtless the wider its scope the
more disgusting it would have been. It is to
he hoped that this quarrel will be withdrawn
frour the public view, or if still continued, that
it will not be so persistently thrust before a
disgusted people. It has not favorably im-
pressed the wminds of the masses regarding
public men, and it has certainly not elevated
the province in the respect of outsiders.

Tix election excitement throngh which the
United States has just passed, has been watched
with more than the usual amount of interest in
this country. Pending international questions
between Canada and the United States, which
are likely to be “nfluenced to some extent by
the result of the election, are partly the cause
for this incressed interest in the political affairs
of our neighbors. The principal matter of
course is the fishery question, which has played
so important a part in international negotiations
of late. There are also the Behrings Sea diffi-
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culty, the commercial union or reciprocity yues-

tion, the canals dispnte, the retaliatory pro-
posals, and the annexation proposals from
United States Senators, all of which ave matters
of interest hetween this country and the United
States  These yuestions have been given more
or less attention in the clection contest just
termwinated,and it is a matter fur regret, that in
order to influence the votes of a section of the
people who are hostile to the British Empire,
aml therefore hostile to Canada, a good deal of
unfriendliness has been shown this country by
the United States. The threats of retoliation
for instance may be considered as put forward
solely for political party purposes. At one
time it was belioved that Canada would receive
more square and honorable treatment from a
Democratic Government, but this idea has been

somewhat dissipated of Jate,.and the impression
now seems to be that so far as this. country is
concerned, the return of tho Republican party
to power once more will make but little differ-
ence to us. On the fisheries question, howaver,
ti:o Republicans have done so much blustering,
that the party is almost committed to a more
aggressive policy than has been followed by the
present administration, which will now be
obliged to retire. .In trade matters also it
would seem that the Democratic party, with
its free trade sympathies, would be inclined to
be more liberal than the Republican party,
pledged to extreme protectionist principles.
Canadians who hoped for more libe al trade in-
tercourse between the two countries have there-
fore little to hope from the incoming adminis-
tration,

The Canadian };aciﬂa in Haine.

When the Canadian Pacific Railway Company
began the construction of its line across the
State of Maine it wes supposed it would get
into operation early thisyear. Butunexpected
engineering difficulties were cncountered, the
wenther last winter was exceedingly unfavor.
able, and the directors were accordingly forced
to report at the anpual meeting in May that
‘it is not now expected that this line will be
ready for traffic before the end of the comiug
summer.” Even this anticipation has not been
realized. The work ot bmlding a first-class
railroad through the unbroken wilderness of
northern Maine has proven difficult beyond all
calrulations, and traffic can hardly begin before
next spring. It seems not unlikely, however,
that communication will be established between
Montreal and Bangor and the towns on the
Maine Central and New Brunswick systems east
and west, >y way of the Bangor & Piscataquis
road, which connects with the Canadian Pacific
at Greenville, by the beginning of the coming
winter.

Most of the grading has been finished
throughout thé entire distanco from the formdr
terminus of the International road on 'the
boundary between Maine and-Quebeée and 'the
junction with the Maine Contral live at* Matia-
wamkeag. The length of new track coverin




