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T liE liability of a Canadian newsipaplcr publisher for thcecontents ar an advultisellitlî publiîlîed in the columils or
his journal lins just drawn forth a reniatkably valualîle and
interesting opinion from the Caniadian auihority on the libel
law, Mr. John King, Q C., af TIoronto. A newspaper in Canada
published an adverîîsuntcnt containing a veiled refelence to
another flrrn. Thle oilicr firni complained that this veîled
reference. ahthougi. it did îlot mention ilieni, was a libel upon
them. The case was submuitted ta Mr. King, the substance ai
whase reply was as follnws :

A libel miay lie contained in an advertisement and may be
just as damaging tîtere as if inserted in an ordinarv edîtariat or
news item, and the pubhisher of the libelous advertisementis1
jusi as liahie in that case as in the otiier. 01 course, tuie persofl
who brings thle advertisenient do the publisher's office, or whio
requests ils insrrtlion in Ille paper, and whose adveitisement il
is, is also equally liable with the publisher, and in Ontiro may
bc sued for damnages, either solcly or joint)>' with the publisher.
There is miole od less af a presumiption of innocence on the
part of a publisher of a libelous adv'ertisement, because, in
nearly every case, the îîublisher inscrts the a-.lvertisement with-
oui malice and in Deyfect good faillh, knowing naîhing af the
facts staîed in the advertisenient. That fact will mitigate the
damages considerably against the publisler. but will not reli.zve
lum altogether, because the real injtzry is done by the publica-
tion, which, where il affects the person's business, )S mare
scrious-and is presumed ta be malicious, that is, presunied ta
be published without lawful excuse.

If the statemunis conîplained of in the adeitistmniun are
truc, and the publisher can prove their trulli, il is a good
defence, no matter how malicious the publication may have
been, namecly, malicious in the popular sense ai the terni. The
truth ai statenie.ts complainced ai is alwa>ys a good defenise ta
an action for lbc!, and ibis observation applies fully ta Ille
advcrtisement ai the company shawn ta me. The pioaf ai thu
trulli also lies with the deféndant. The anous is on him. AUl
that the pflaintiff fins ta do is ta prove the publication, namely,
that the particular palier containing the libel was printed or
publishud by the defendant or defendants as the case may be.
That esiablishies a prima facie case against the defcndant, and,
in the absence of further evidunce, lie would bc lield liable, but
if hie fias a de(ense, an-d his defenst is tbat the statemerts coin-
plained ai are truc in substance and in fact, hie must then go on
and establish that defense.

Mr. K'ing ad'vises that in the case ai advertiscmcnts, and ai
ailier manuscripi sent irom outsidc ta the paper, the manu-
script should bc carcfully kevî and filed aivay for future lise, if
necessary. hI may become important, in thc intereis af the
pa»er, that the manuscript, should bc produccd before Ille court
of justice and the hiandwriting prov'cd, especially under aur !aw,
according ta whic l "nLwsipaîîvr." a% defircd by !4oc Act. may
join a hibtlous coniTibutor as a party defendant in an action
against the Itublisher.

If a libelous advcr'isenicnt is bîouglit Ia you, you have a
perfect Tight ta ruject il, becausc no persan is campelled ta

publishl a libel. But you have also a perfect righî ta publish
ant advertisî±ment correcting a false statement in anoîher adver-
tisement, and the law even goes ibis far - That if the correc-
lion is a little bit strong, it is excusable on the principle that
ii prior advertiser, having comimenced the war, cannai comn-
plini il lie gels the wnrst ar it.

MNr. King also points out ta the publisher who submitted the
p>jint Ia hini that wvhere a letter is sent ta the publisher, coin-
plaining of an allcged libelous statemeni, the letter should be
answered, if ai all, in the most guarded termF, s. as not ta
admit publication. In fact, it is better in such a case ta show
a cornplainant's letter to your solicitor first, because, in niost
cases brauglit in aur courts, there is a goad defense on the
nietils by simply denving publication Aind compelling the
plaintif Ia prove il.

WVi«hout doubt, the finest letter scales at present an the
market are the "Victoria " and the Princess" scales. The
dil>rincess2' price $2.75,weighs
up ta i3 l-,11, and the IlVic-
toria,» price $3.5o, weilils up
ta 3 IL The exact weight af
the letter or parcel is immmcdt-
ately indicated on the dia). O
anmi, as a time-saver, this scale
will surely pay for itself in a .:

very- short period. Buniin I
Gillits & Co., Harnilton,carry
a stock of these fine goods. Ij51

The writer recently had an
opportunity t0 inspect the
altcrations and additions ta
the premises of Iiuntin, Gtliesw
&Co., Hamiliton. The already
extensive building has been enlarged and improved ta accom-
modale the growing necds of the businese, the new portions
being alrcady occupied with goods, partly in the form of cascd
surplus stock. The addcd space will etiable the film ta carry a
largtr supply of Morgan cnvelopes, a carload of which had just
atrived and werc being placed in stock. Other new arrivais
consisi of large importaltions afi Arnerican, English and farcign
goods, including blotting papers, deckle edge paper and
envelopes, new caver papers, Century Linen flais, bristol boards.
wedding sintionery, Kenmoîe announcenients, Lakeside flat!:,
black bordcred slationcry, etc. Owing ta the large amouni of
work entailcô, ]3untin, Gillies & Co aie not issuing a calendar
Illis vecar.

Wm. MýcKowan, for 25 ycars mechanical forernan in The
Bowrnanvillc Sintesman office, and an aid and respected primecr,
died last montlî in Bowmanville. Mr. MýcKqwan caime tu
Canada froni Ireland whcn yaung, lcarncd the printing art in
Rowstli's office. Tornto, vtoi-ked in The Globe office, The
Putcrborougli Examiner office, and then setilcd down ta a useful
carcer in Bowmnanville. His son, W. S. M.\cKovrin, nt present
foreman with The Statesman, is ane of many arîistic and
succcssfül printers for whose training the deceased gentleman is
resîîonsible.
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