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FORESTRY IN THE PHILIPPINES.
Capt. Geo. P. Abcrn, Director af the Forest-

r>' Bureau et Manila, rccently spent several
months in the United States studying forestry
conditions. He visited the forest schools of
Corneli, Yale, and Baltimore, andI conierred

The work at this laboratory will include the
investigation of all niative woods, methods of
preservation, andI cconomic uses. Durîng the
first year or two the effects of the Bureau will
be concentrated on learning what we have
ie the way of forest products, the tuses
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with the professors, graduates, and students
of those institutions. To the editor of the For-
ester, from which the accompanying illustra-
tions are reproduceci, be gave the following
particulars regarding the forests andI forestry
work in the Philippines:

1« consider the Philippines the ;:iost inter-
esting field in the world for the practice of
scientiflc forcstry. There are more than 5o,-
ooo,ooo acres of public woodland in the archi-
pelage. Up ta date 665 species of trees ha,.e
been classified and it is the opinion of botanists
that a close examination will bring '.le total up
ta, fully 1,000. In several large districts of the
southern islands of the archipelago, more than
50 varieties af rubber trees are found. The
true gutta per.cl@a (Isonancira gutta) is round
there. Hardwoods make up the bulk af the
timber round, a number of these being espec-
ially valuable for ship.bui!dinig.

The forest service in the Philippines will
grov, andI more mc n will be needed from lime
ta time. The Bureau of Forestry af the United
States Departmeiat of Agriculture has been
made an agent for tlîe Forestry Bureau of the
Philippines ini securing men for the service
there. Oni>' men whù have had some training
in forestry will be considered, andI ail appli-
cants will be required ta take the Civil Service
examination. Arrangements are beiaîg made
with tie forest srhools of the United States
looking ta the est. blishment of courses in the
study oi gutta vercha and rubber. At
present there is no . r-.'iaI in the Philippines
competent ta take charge of the large rubber
and gutta percha districts,

A timber testing laborator>' is ta, be estab-
lished at Manila, andI will be in charge of Mr.
S. T. Neel>', who, conducted the timber testing
for the Division of Forestry a few years aga.

-of the woods, andI looking up markets.
The Forestry Bureau ol the Philippines dur-

ing its first fiscal year produced in revenue
over $199.000 (Mexican), solely from forest
products, andI it may be stated that the receipts
were quite poor during the early months, thus
showing a remarkable gain as the year ad-

Vence(]. At pre-sent the revenues are almost
$3o,ooo (Mexican) per month.

The Spanish administration in its best years
neyer collected over $12,500 per month (Mcxi-
can) froni the sale of forest products, andIthere
is ibis interestitîg différence ta be noted: Spain
cbarged more than go per cent. of the revenue
recelpts for service and materials. Under the

present Bureau Only 26 Per ~cnt. or the re.e
tics goes for service and 111,ter*Ia., Spai,, 1average issued 1,000 IIlieme per' year, xh
the Uunited States lias about 50 lice
operamting.

As ta, the question of inairkels, at prei
every stick et timber cut is sold; cin
People in other provinces are unaoîe to
timber owing ta the higli prices pa7cj by
sumers in Manila ; but in a yer orto 'in other provinces will begiai to buUld and
they are >ornewhat satisfied, builders in 1 H
Kong and other Oriental ports May &%cure
few cargoes. Engineers at H-ong Kong v,
informed fast December tlîid it wouId be t
years before they could reccive ai»yY tmbert
the Philippines.

The United States wvill 1 - ive only ai<
the high grade cabinet w.oods whikh
delivcred rit S.-n Franci-%ct, at al figure to
pete favorably with the hardwoods of
and South America. In. %ai., from fiv. ta
years the Philippines will b1e able ta uo
entire demand of the ar,1îireago qnd a
deai of Oriental trade, c-,r t-ýlsly t Hiong
and other Chineqe ports. China will ce
be the best market.

A great deal of buiiJint g gtoing on in S
ila, and better bouses are being erected
the arrivai of the Americans. Many t
were burned during the war, aaid the
bave been unable ta rebmîild !hem owiag <o
lack of niaterial.

Present methods of lumibering are enti
too primitive. The Spaniards and Fiflp; nos
the bulk of the cutting, vcry few Anercans
ing engaged. The natives are poar lu
men and in comparison wvith th - Ameian

worknien are greatly outclassed, one Mu
can beiaîg as useful as half a dozen Fsýi

In lumbering operations in thie Phiqo
the question of transportation is the aiogi
ious one. Wagon roads are poor, thereî
one railroad, andI the rivers are not iar
condition for log driving; though tdme
many streams that with a little clem4,

FiG. z.--HAULNG LOGs IN TARLAC PROviNcE, LUZON, P. 1. THE: WAGON %V14LELS ARE &UV


