
Sepembr,186.1LAW JOURNAL. o.VN.S-4

lRFviFWS.

the president of a court of justice." (Vol. I.,
P. 58.)

The administrative fuections of the Privy

Council, as a Department ci State, are aise
fully explaiued in another part of the work.

The cuthor in the 3rd chapter, returning
fromn the gerierai survey of the KCinigs Ceuncils
under preî ogative goverument, proceods to dis-
cuss the rise, progross, and preseut coridition
of the~ Cabiuet Council, tho supreme governing
body in the political sy,ýtem- cf Great Brifain.
The gicund occupied ini this chapter is entirely
new, aud the reader tvill look in vain in ariy
other w crlk for the information w hich is te lbe
found in this chapter,-and it has been no idle
head or- haed that ha-, so exhcustcd the sub-
jeef anid arranged his inaterial in sncb a lucid
shapc.

TIn speakiug cf the office of Prime Miister

lie says:

"Tho dcî olopmnent of tho offec of Prime
Minister ju the bauds of men w ho combine
the bighest qualitios cf statepmanship witb
gcroat administrative ccd parlianreetary ex-
prience-sueh as Sir iRobert Walpole, the
two Pitt-, arid Sir Robert Peel-bas Contri-
buted mater ially to the grew-th acd perfection
cf parliamenta ry gevernment. Bofore the
Reoletice, the king himself aras the rnaiin-
spriîîg cf the Staro, anid the crie whe sbiapod
ccýd directed tho national peliey. If hie invcked
the assistance ofu iser men je this undertalking,
iL vas thrat tbcy noiigt belpi him ce mature his
ov ei planis, not that they might vole urider

hehdo f bis caine. -W th the overtbrow
cf prercgative geverimnent aIl this uas changed.
W lien trie kicgl w as obliged te franie lus pelîcy
se as te xcnciliate the approbation cf Parlie-
ment, it bocamec uecessary that bis cbicf ad-
viser- shculd bo statlesnr in whomi Parlia-
ment could contide. Arid ne ministers w iii
accopt responsibilîty unlcss they are froc te
offer such advice as they think bost, cnd te
retire front office, if tbey are roquired to do
any thing w hieh tbiey canet endorse. Ti
every miinistry, miorever, the opinions cf the
strongest mac nmust ultinmately prevail. Thus,
by cri easy gradation, fthe personal autherity
of flic soecroign under preregative goveruimeut
recedod jute the background, ai-d w as rcplaced
by fihe supremaey cf the Prime Miniister under
pcriicmentcry govevument. Iu the transition
peviod which immcdiately succeeded the Rcv-
elution, William III., by virtue of bis, ceparity
for mIeo, ias well as cf his kingly Office, aras
the actuel head anid chief coctrellor cf bis ocri
ministries. But the rnonarchs w ho succeeded
him upen the throue of Lngland arere vastly
his luferiers je the art cf governinent. George
1. was utiablo te conv erse je ftxe English
!artiage, and, fhorcfore, disab1ed frein c sys-
tematie interférenice je administrative defails.

Ilis son, thecigh Iess incapable, w-as conseicus
cf bis imperfeot know lodge cf demnestie affivs,
and, like his father, direeted bis attentieon al-
inîost exolnsivoly te foreigu polities. Tbis
tended te roduce the persouc i cutlioîity cif the
severeigu te a vory low ebb, ccd iri the samne
proportion te increase the influený, o cc au-
tbority cf the cabinet. But with the accession
cf George L1I. a reactien, begun iii fhe pro-
ccding reign, set in fer a tinie. Auxious f0
prove himself c fcithful and officient ruler,
aed bcicg well qualified for the discharg e of
the feinctiens cf royalty, George 1H1. los't ne
opportuuitycf aggrandising bis office, Where-
upon fbe powrer cf the cou , xvhich bad b-en
w eakenod arid obscured b1 the ignorance anid
indifference cf bis immt dicte prodecoýsers,
becamne once more predemincet. Net satis-
fied, liwever, with fhe exereise cf bis un-
denbted autbority, the king repoatedly over-
stepped the lawful boueds cf prevogative cnd
ttîe aeknowlcdged lixuits of bis cvcled staition.
Tt w-as reserved fer William Pitt, w hose pro-
eminent abilitios as Fjrst Wisiter ef the
Crown empewered hlm te centrol succcssfully
fbe proceedings cf fhe legislatîure, w bil re-
faining tixe confidenceocf bis severe igrn, fc
vindicate fer the Prime Minister tbe right f0
initiate c pcliey for the cenduct cf il] affirs
of Stâte, ccd te urge the adoption fhcrcof
equclly upon tbe Crow n d upen Parliaeort,
w ith the w oight aed influence, appertaining te
bis vesponsille office, thereby securing the
full and eritive acceptauco by eccl cf thie
primary niaxims cf parliamentary goveru-

Thei aboe , which prefaces the remavXs cf
the author as te the dovelepreerit ccd present

position cf the Premier, givcs inn 1 euýtortîtly a
short skietch cf the growth cf Rcspori.ible
Governent. w-hichi js aise spuken cf in the
firsi volume, w ith reference te thxe resr oiis-
bility cf Ministers for cts cf th2 Cronc, and
in other places througbout the -work, ar,.l je
fcct 'lResponsiblo " or " Parliamointary " Goi-
verrumerif are near jn a measure synenymious
teris, andi tbe history cf fthe former is no-c-
sarily jnelud-dl in an enquiry jin the latter.

Chapter IV. is deveted f0 the Ministeve cf
fthc Croavu, oonclnding with the responsibility
cf such ministors te Parliament.

Chapter V. speaks cf flie Departmonts cf
Stafe, their constitution ced fuetions. With
the next chapter Mr. Todd brings lis labeurs
te an end. Tbis chapter is especially jne 'csË-
ing te professional readers, and troats cf t'Le
relation cf the j ndgos cf thec land te tho Cï-own.
ced to Parlicînont. Anid bore again tire author
is the flrst in the fild te suppiy information
as te the proper course cf procoduire in -relia-
meut against delinquent judges.
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