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LÀw STUDENTS' DEPÂRTMENT.

cannot dispense with them. So witli
engineers, schoolmasters, bakers, carpen-
ters, possibly priests, but by no means
lawyers. In society, constituted as it
should be, and certainly will be in the
future, say tliey, justice and the protection
of laws will be free. Magistrates will sit
learned in the law, wise and just, te whom
there shail be free accese te ail. They will
decide ail controversies ; the parties will
themselves corne before them and submait
their cases ; they will examine witflQ55es,
and if necessary, wiil send officers to bring
such witnesses before them, and the aliega-
tions of the parties liaving been heard, the
witnesses examined, the law coneidered, a
just and unbouglit judgxnent wiil be pro-
nounced, and the citizen wili have it as a
right as lie has ail other biessings of govern-
ment. When society shahl be reorganized,
it will be thouglit monstrous that there ever
was interposed betwecn the citizen and a
mnagistrate, a clas who miust be paid before
a manî can have justice, through whom it is
necessary to approacli the judgment seat,
and whose vocation it is to live upon the
differences and strifes of their fellow-men.
It will be thouglit that society f ails of its
purpose, if a citizen who had eold hie pro-.
perty and is cheated cf the price, or who
lias been aesaulted or personally inj ured, or
Who lias suifered any cf the niany wrougs
to which. he nlay be hiable f rom the fauît or
faithlessness te obligation cf others, caninot
demand and obtain from the authorities re-
drese from wrongs and justice for his cause,
unlese lie stands ready te pay a cimes for
presenting hie case, and incurs the danger
of reimbursing lis opponient the money lie
aiso lias been obliged te pay eut to the same
cimes.

To ail this the answer is, that the func-
tien of the lawyer is reaily, as it lias been
found te be in ail ages and iii almost ail
civilized societies, a neceesary function for
the carrying on cf social life among men.
lhat functiomi is twe-foid. One branch cf
it is te acquire a knowiedge cf the lawe and
te impart that knowledg(e te the client,
sometimes advieing hlm "beforehand with
reference te a transaction, and sometimes,
after the event, advising him as te hie riglits
and reinedies and hie means of enforcing
them. This brandi is that of the connsel.
Aneother branch is te present hie client's
Cdaim for redrese te the magistrate, or te
lesist an unjust dlaim presented againet that
Client, in either case te bring eut the f acte
before sucli magistrate, by the close and
skilful examination and crcss-examinatiofl
Of Witnesses ;to caîl the attention of the
Court to the iaw applicable te tliem, and to
look to it that the client, whom lie repre-
88e1ts in lis legal controversy witli another,
8hall suifer no wrong - and in saying

"tsuifer no wrong," 1 mean legal wrong-a
violation of the law in his person-not what
this one or that one shall think a wrong,
but what the iaws have dec1nred to be
wrong. This brandi is that of the advocate.
The performance of these functions are-
necessary to the smooth working of every
civiiized community. They cannot be exer-
cised but by a trained and skilful ciass.
if, as B3urke lias said, the ultimate aim of
the whoie machinery of government-kings,
lords and comxons-is to get into the jury
box twelve honest, impartial jurore to de-
cide upon the rights of a citizen, the accomn-
plishment of that aim would be useiess,
unless when collected there, the facts and
law of the case could be presented f ully and
completely. To do this the legal profession
is a necessary instrument.

Laymen sometimes speak and think as if
every case presented a clear issue of right
and wrong which couid be easily discovered
by the mere statement of the parties. But
in a civilized community the question of
riglite of property and person, which
actuaily arise, are intinitely variotns, and
frequently present complex aspects in which
the moraily right and the moraliy wrong
cannot be discovered. The point to be de-
cided is sometimes, whether, where a los&
is inevitable, which of two innocent parties-
is to ho the loser; sometimes whether the
terme of a contract, that of an underwriter
for instance, throw a burden upon a party,
as to which he has no moral obligation
whatever; sometirnes a question of the
descent of property ; of liability for the
acte of others and a thousand other difficial-
ties whiché are not irnvented lbj lawyers, but
which inevitabiy arise in complex relations
and dealings of civilized peoples, and which
muet be disposed of and decided one way
or the other. To the disentanglenient of
these matters, to the presentation of the
many considerations and principles which
should apply to their decision, the assistance
of a trained class is absolutely necessary.
The attempt to dispense entireiy with it bas,
in some Mahometan countries, converted
the administration of justice into an arbi-
trary chaos of iniquity, confusion and cor-
ruption.

Sucli a ciass 18 obviously the most impor-
tant and most influential that can exist in a
community. It should be skilled and cul-
tured. It ehould be upriglit and inflexible,
f ree from all taint of trickery or knavery,
pure and blameless in its deaiings witli men,
spotiess in its conduct as the robe of Justice
lierseif whose ministers it is.

Neitlier do I believe, notwitlistandilg-
wliat is sometimes claimed,' is there aflY-
thing in the proper exercise of its duties,
having the silightest tendency to crook the
moral rectitude or undermine the manlT,


