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«il)illt7 of ita b«lag diverted, w« luould not

iiiok >iO much at th« proportion it hon to the

total ri|>orti or importa of the country m to tlie

proportion it bore tu tbe wliole products of the

indoatrj uf tho Province. (Hear, hear.) We
ought not to conclude that because, snr 30 per

cent, of our esports went to the United State*,

'iS per cent, of the industry of the Prorinee

MPOuld be ))«rulvced if they did not go there

The worst result would be the change that

would have tu be made in a certain amount of

the productive labor of tbe country. Labor
rendered unremunerative in one direction must
be made piuduclive in another. U was so in

manufacturing pursuits; it would be so in

others. Apart from the derangement ot com-
mercial transactions, which would undoubtedly

bo a source of annoyance, the ouly consequence

would be that if we bad an absolute interrup-

tion of the American trade, we should hare to

t^hange the character of our produce before

Bcuding It to market—our productive industry

would not be paralysed. (Hear, hear.) He
tliouglit the Oommittee would agree with him
tliut \ro could do no greater service to the cause

tif Ktxiprocal Free Trade with the United States
—-wu could do nothing better calculated to

bring about such a state of feeling in the United

tSlRtes as would lead to tbe renewal of the

treaty—than to do away with exaggerated

views and ideas on one side or the other. When
the Americans found that the loss of their

trade would not affect us so seriously as

to change tho allegiance of the people

of this country, they would, in all likeli-

iiood, commence to exteud commercial facili-

ties to us again. In this connexion he must
remark thut when a gentleman occupying tho

important position of the chief representative

of the commercial interests of the United States

in Canada asserted that the loss of free trade

with them would affect our allegiance, he

shewed a most lamentable ignorance of the

state of that trade and of the country. ^Hear,

hear.) lie (Mr. Gait) could not think such

views were sanctioned by the authorities to

whom that gentleman was responsible. (Hear.)

to do away with such views as be expressed it

was essential we should have it clearly and

porftctiy understood that we were not so de-

pendent on this treaty as was supposed. (Hear,

hear.) Tbe political quebtion was quit* distinct

from tbe commercial one. The American poli-

ticians said themselves that they desired us to

be in such relations with them Uiat more com-

mercial intercourse would follow. They did

not desire a suspension of trade with us, except

for tbe purpose of forcing us into annexation.

If then we could show them that the trade was
not of such magnitude that its intermption

ifOttld produce a complete change in oar hopes

and Mpir<itions, vaA render us willing to aban-

dpn our whole fkiture, we shonld remove one of

t|ie greatest obstacles to the re-esUblishment of

ibtimftte tradtt-xeUUons. (Hear.) Agaib, it

WW d^MT tbat another <4m8 of people we had

et was Uioae wno wereltonesUy ooavinced

rttad« n^idai; f^ "rreikty Was Tety mnob
.•iTMitAKeotu \9 .OMutd* than to the

TiUm Qtitu; 10 fATaatMeooi, Indeed, to

t« «M4wt«wlmm Wt •
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wi^ to eater into • hargaia with ^ TIait«d

States by laying down qor haod* cad •yiayr
wemaatooac«d««T«rytbing tiiay m);«<). B(
contended that this WM not tb* position of Om
nada. He admittsd that the Treaty wm M|lr

portant.—that there were important iQtersfts

which would suflter if It were lateri^red witbw
but he denied that they were so important that

we should give up everything In a oonuneroial
and financial sense to have it renewed. (Bear.)
We were called on by the Detroit Convention
to enlarge our canals— to give Uiem certain Ur
suranrt's with regard to the use of these oaaw—aiiiu to alter our customs' and other dntles,

in the sense which they thought wottl4 !)•

more advantageous to their manufacturing
interests than at present. Now, we were
prepared to enter into discussion on all these

points. We said we were satisfied with Uk
Treaty, though it was not so advantageous fo^

us as wo could wish, and asked them if they
did not desire an absolute suspension of com-
mercial intercourie, to tell us tbe points which,
in their opinion, demanded modification. No.v,
tdting the Detroit (Convention a* an exponent
of the views of the United States, we saw th»;

the enlargement of our canals was one of the

points urged by them. The position of tbe

Government on this subject was dearly and ia-

telligibly stated the other night. We had ni/

trade ourselves which required such enluige-

ment—no trade which of itselfwould Justify us

in enlarging the canals. We conld only b« re-

paid for such improvements bv obtidning th«
American trade and making it pay tpju, or

otherwise contribute to our reveaue. If, then,

the Americans did not want to have any tr^de

with us, it would dearly be tl^e gjreMest mis-
take in the world to enlarge oar canals ; tbftt

should only be done In the event of the Ameri-
cans desiring to send their produce by our
routes. It was very well for them to ask us to

enlarge our canals, so that they might havo
some check on the rate of toll taken on t^
Erie Canal—all very well fbr them to demand
the enlargement of our canals, whether tJE^ey

used them or not—but he thought that when
they came to ask for It. we might very fairly

refer to some points which requ^d to be alter-

ed in our interest. There was, for instance, ^e
registration of shipping, and the admission of
onr vessels to their coasting trad9. The Gov-
ernment of Canada contended tb^t the mteresti
of the Maritime Provinces were identical with
those of this couatry. Well, we sbouldhava
to consider whether the facilities we "n^n iwk94
to fhrnish to the North West to re^oh afo|«{|;a

market, were not of spph value as to ^wf us
in asking that our vessels should \m 94inltti»4 to

a particmation In their (casting tra4«« [9ear,

hear.] The Hegistratioa of Shippii^ wa|B (^
great Importance to the interests Of j(lw very
place in whioh tbe House was aow aittiag. 1%

was to Be hoped the AtPeritMi Oovara^sml:
would take a difsnnt low of t^ la tn^sm
flrbni what they had tt)kw bentonr*. ^U|^
numbers of Amer|caa abips bft4 bmi:tr*ni|w^
to VagUsb owoeKi dvfag jUie h^ iiVt ^it
would be vary dUBouJt, If be uii(|ttrftoo4 ijb^ic

lAw •right to nt tbeir nglstiici cili»QMl«

1 na anite idaia toaar Mki


